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The Convocation 
Postgraduate Research 
Travel Awards are a 
competitive scheme open 
to all Postgraduate Research 
Students at The University of 
Western Australia who have 
submitted a research plan. 
They provide funds for either 
interstate or overseas travel 
and are aimed at enhancing 
the student’s research. 

The Postgraduate Research Travel Awards 
were established by Convocation to mark 
the 75th Anniversary of the University. 
These awards are made possible through 
the generous and ongoing donations 
made by graduates of the University 
and funding from the Postgraduate 
Students Association and the University 
Research Committee. 

The Council of Convocation would like to 
thank all the individuals and organisations 
that have contributed to these awards.
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Convocation Postgraduate 
Research Travel Awards Ceremony

Convocation
All graduates of UWA automatically 
become life-long members of Convocation 
and are therefore eligible to nominate for 
and elect members of the UWA Senate 
and the Council of Convocation, attend 
General Meetings (known as the Ordinary 
Meetings of Convocation) and to review 
any changes to University Statutes.



6.30pm Presentation made by 
recipient of 2015 Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award
Mr Stephen Andrews
School of Physics

7:30pm Photographs and refreshments

5.30pm Arrival of guests

6.00pm Event opened 
by Ms Nee Nee Ong, 
Convenor, Awards Committee

Welcome 
Adjunct Professor Warren Kerr AM, 
Warden of Convocation

Address
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Kent Anderson

Presentation of Postgraduate 
Research Travel Awards 
Introduced by Professor Kate Wright, 
Dean, Graduate Research School
• Geoffrey Kennedy Postgraduate 

Research Travel Award 
• Alexander Cohen Postgraduate 

Research Travel Award 
• Ken and Julie Michael Postgraduate 

Research Travel Award
• Sue Baker Postgraduate Research 

Travel Award 
• Postgraduate Students Association 

Research Travel Awards

Presentation of the Bryant 
Stokes Matilda Award for Cultural 
Excellence 2016
Introduced by Ms Nee Nee Ong, 
Convenor, Awards Committee
Presented by Clinical Professor Bryant 
Stokes, AM RFD KSJ JP MB BS Hon DSc 
(Curtin), Hon DM (W.Aust), FRACS FRCS
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Program

All graduates of The University 
of Western Australia are life-long 
members of Convocation.



Geoffrey Kennedy Postgraduate Research Travel Award 
Karen Paiva Henrique
School of Earth and Environment, Geography

“Research of flood adaptation projects in Sao Paulo, Brazil, examining 
how they are conceived, implemented, and contested by multiple 
stakeholders in a context of uneven power relations”.

Funds will be used to travel to Brazil to conduct fieldwork, interviews, 
observations and to visit the National Institute for Space Research 
to present research and to attend a course on Spatial Analysis of 
Geographic Data.

Alexander Cohen Postgraduate Research Travel Award 
Yue Ming Sun
Plant Energy Biology, ARC Centre of Excellence

“Study of plant RNA editing factors for the development of precise gene 
modification tools with agricultural and therapeutic applications”.

Funds will be used to attend the Gordon Research Conference on 
RNA Editing in California; Visiting the Barkan Laboratory at University 
of Oregon.

Ken and Julie Michael Postgraduate Research 
Travel Award 
Rebecca Bennett
Ear Sciences Centre, School of Surgery 

“Development of a clinical survey evaluating hearing aid handling and 
management will facilitate identification of deficits in hearing aid skills, 
leading to improved training programs and higher rates of hearing 
aid success”. 

Funds will be used travel to Vancouver to present her work at the World 
Congress of Audiology and to meet with and to further develop her 
relationship with one of her PhD collaborators.

Convocation Postgraduate Research 
Travel Award winners
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Sue Baker Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Manal R Shehabi
Business School – Economics Discipline 

“To examine economic policies that reduce the negative impacts 
of petroleum price volatility in oil exporting economies through 
economy-wide modelling”.

Funds will be used to attend two conferences and to present two 
papers. Also to visit other institutions in UK and Kuwait.

PSA Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Tasmiah Masih
School of Sports Science, Exercise and Health

“The role of stress and relaxation in the regulation of appetite, and the 
consumption of energy-dense, nutrient-poor food”.

Funds will be used to attend teacher training programs in Mindfulness 
Based Stress Reduction (9-day intensive Practicum in MBSR) held in 
New York and Massachusetts.

PSA Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Jelena Rakovic
Graduate School of Education 

“Research of primary school leadership in the Republic of Serbia as a 
society undergoing democratization with a particular reference to the 
historical background, recent developments and current concerns of 
primary school principals”.

Funds will be used to conduct fieldwork in the Republic of Serbia and 
collect data in the form of documents and interviews. Also to take 
part in the biennial conference hosted by the European School Heads 
Association in Maastricht, the Netherlands.
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Convocation, in conjunction with the UWA Student Guild, makes an annual 
presentation of a cultural award (known as the Matilda Award) recognising 
excellence and outstanding achievement in cultural pursuits such as music, 
literature, public speaking, dance, visual arts and drama. The significance 
of the nominee’s contribution is considered at international, national, state, 
community and university levels.

Bryant Stokes Matilda Award for 
Cultural Excellence 2016

UWA French Club
In the Category of Drama
The UWA French Club promotes French culture with plays, radio 
interviews and publications. The most recent and notable theatre 
production was Lysistrate, performed this year.

How MATILDA the mascot became an award
Matilda the mascot was born out of an idea by the late Trevor Wigney in 1987 with the help 
of his witty assistant, Dairmodd Piggott. The decision was made to choose the sketches of 
a PELICAN to reflect one of the features of the area – The Pelican Point Bird Sanctuary and 
of course the student Newspaper.

Matilda was deemed a suitable name for this ‘Lady of the Bay’ and innumerable poses in 
varying situations were created. She was sometimes featured with a mortar board, other 
times in a ballet tutu, a sports jersey, or reading a book. Matilda featured on a number of 
the Convocation and Alumni Office promotional events during the 75th Anniversary of the 
University, both social and celebratory, for instance, ‘Come dance with Matilda’ and the 
Theatre memorabilia display in the Reid Library.

In the early 1990s the idea was promulgated that some Convocation Awards could be 
named as Matilda Awards for Cultural Excellence aimed at encouraging students to 
participate in extra-curricular activities in the arts. The Matilda Award recognises those 
who attained success in their chosen field. In 2014 Clinical Professor Bryant Stokes agreed 
to fund the Matilda Award for the next five years.
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Presentation made by 2015 Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award recipient

2015 Postgraduate Research Travel Award recipient
Mr Stephen Andrews
International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research
School of Physics

Mr Stephen Andrews, a PhD student at the 
International Centre for Radio Astronomy 
Research, is using data from the Galaxy and 
Mass Assembly Survey to find out how the 
energy output of the Universe has changed 
over the last seven billion years, and 
determine whether it matches our current 
understanding of galaxy evolution physics.

Mr Andrews, thanks to the funding provided 
by his Convocation Postgraduate Travel 
Award, attended conferences in Heidelberg, 
Germany and Cambridge, England and 
travelled to the University of St Andrews, 
Scotland for three months overseas study. 
The Cambridge workshop discussed model 
observations of galaxies based on their 
raw ingredients – stars, gas, dust and black 
holes – and how to understand more about 
these ingredients.

Mr Andrews said that attending the 
Cambridge workshop was essential to both 
scientific aspects of his thesis.

“The value of the Convocation award, 
however, extends well beyond the impact 
on my research.

Spending a significant amount of time 
overseas yielded a wide variety of 
personal development opportunities”. 
These included career development, 
awareness and improvement of 
transferrable skills obtained throughout 
his PhD and investigation of overseas 
career options both within and outside 
academia. “In addition, I made friends 
in Scotland, watched the celebration of 
certain St Andrews traditions and enjoyed 
a myriad of other experiences.”

As for the Universe, unfortunately the future 
continues to look rather dull. “Our Universe 
will continue to fade away for ever”, 
predicts Mr Andrews. “The good news is 
that it will be well beyond our lifetimes 
before it’s noticeable.”

He wished to thank Convocation for the 
generous funding and for the hospitality of 
the University of St Andrews in making it an 
unforgettable experience and for helping 
him to make a significant contribution 
towards greater understanding 
of the Universe.
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