
What is a Convocation?
The general definition of Convocation is a “gathering 
together for a large formal assembly.” At UWA, it refers 
to those members of the university community who 
are eligible to nominate for and to vote in elections for 
members of the Senate and the Council of Convocation, 
attend general meetings (the Ordinary Meetings of 
Convocation) and to review changes to UWA Statutes.

Because Convocation (which primarily comprises 
graduates of UWA) is an integral part of the University, 
UWA differs from many other universities where 
graduates have no formal role in the university.

What are the roles of Convocation?
In the UWA Act and Statutes, Convocation has been 
assigned the following five key roles: 
Representative role 
• To represent the interests and opinions of members 

through effective communication and to present 
such views to the University and the community 
of Western Australia;

Governance role
• To encourage members of Convocation to participate 

in the governance of the University through the 
election of Convocation members to the Senate and 
the review of amendments to University statutes;

Contribution role
• To encourage members to support and contribute 

to the intellectual and cultural prosperity of the 
University community;

Engagement role
• To promote professional and social links between 

members of Convocation by creating and supporting 
opportunities for graduate interaction; and

Promotion role
• To promote the ideals and purpose of the University 

and Convocation to graduates and undergraduates, 
other members of the University and the community 
of Western Australia. 
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The University Club of 
Western Australia



Spring Ordinary Meeting of Convocation 2017
Agenda

1. Minutes of the Autumn Ordinary Meeting 
held on Friday 17 March 2017

2. Amendments and motion of acceptance of minutes
3. Business arising from the minutes
4. Correspondence
5. Vice-Chancellor’s report
6. Guild President’s report
7. Warden of Convocation’s report
8. Convocation Officer’s report
9. Audit report
10. Other business

Keynote Speaker
Mr Tom Murrell, Managing Director of 8M Media and 
Communications, will give a talk on ‘Convocation’s 
Challenge – Communicating and Connecting’.

Agenda papers
All attachments to the Agenda will be available at the 
Ordinary Meeting. Copies are available in advance on 
request to the Office of Convocation, by:
Email:  convocation@uwa.edu.au 
Web:  convocation.uwa.edu.au/events/meetings 

RSVP
Please confirm your attendance (for catering purposes) 
or send your apologies by:
Post:  returning the attached reply slip in the enclosed 

pre-paid envelope; or
Phone: +61 8 6488 1810
Email:  events@uwa.edu.au
Web:  online RSVP form 

convocation.uwa.edu.au/events/meetings/rsvp

Guest Speaker: Tom Murrell, Managing Director 
of 8M Media and Communications
Address: Convocation’s Challenge – 
Communicating and Connecting.

Thomas Murrell MBA CSP is a 
multi-award winning broadcaster, 
international business speaker, 
consultant and author.

AS CEO of his own company 8M 
Media and Communications, he 
is regarded globally as an expert 

in authority and influence, leadership and personal 
brand, media disruption and fragmentation, stakeholder 
engagement, communication and visibility.

Described by the Australian Institute of Management as 
“one of Australia’s leading management thinkers and 
practitioners” he is also a Director of Australian Stock 
Exchange-listed energy minerals developer Walkabout 
Resources (ASX:WKT) and Chairman of Singapore and 
Malaysia-based Hong Bao Media.

Thomas has been recognised by his peers as a Certified 
Speaking Professional (CSP), the highest possible 
international qualification and accreditation for 
professional speakers.

His latest book, Insider Secrets of International Speaking 
(co-author McGraw-Hill International hardcover) is sold 
around the world.

A graduate of three Australian Universities, he gained 
his MBA from The University of Western Australia and 
is a former president of UWA’s Graduate Management 
Association (GMA).

Refreshments will follow the meeting

The Hackett Memorial Buildings at 
The University of Western Australia

Cover Illustration: The Langler mosaic in 
the foyer of the Winthrop Hall (courtesy of 
the Napier Waller Trust, photograph by 
Richard Small); see pp. 34-35.
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This informative background on the Hackett Buildings 
was written by Emeritus Professor John Melville-Jones. 
It begins by detailing the circumstances that led to the 
provision of the bequest by Sir John Winthrop Hackett, 
which funded the construction of the Hackett Buildings 
and St George’s College. The book then describes the 
architecture and decoration of these buildings, and 
includes some stories of events, serious and not so 
serious, that took place during their development. 
A worthwhile read for all members of Convocation 
who are interested in the history of the UWA Campus.

Copies are available from Hesperian Press 
www.hesperianpress.com/ for $20 per copy. 


