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Warden’s Message

Convocation’s membership is comprised 
of the graduates of The University of 
Western Australia. It was established as an 
enduring part of the University when it was 
founded over 100 years ago. This graduate 
body is led by an elected Council and has 
a role in the governance and affairs of the 
University and in its interaction with the 
broader community. 

The visionary establishment of Convocation 
has ensured that those who leave as 
graduates remain connected and involved 
and are able to support and contribute to 
the students who follow them.

Tonight, of course, we recognise and 
acknowledge in our souvenir booklet all of 
Convocation’s awards. We are very proud 
to support the Postgraduate Research 
Travel Awards, Matilda Award for Cultural 

Convocation’s 
Vision Statement

To be universally recognised as the 
representative voice of the graduate 
body in the governance and affairs of 
the University and in its interaction 
with the broader community.

Excellence, Sports Scholarships, the 
Accommodation Scholarship, and our new 
Undergraduate Prizes. Awardees for all of 
these prizes are attending this event.

The Council of Convocation thanks 
all individuals and organisations who 
have contributed to these awards and 
congratulates all of the winners.

Dr Doug McGhie
Warden of Convocation
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Program

All graduates of The University of 
Western Australia are permanent 
members of Convocation.

6.00pm Event opening 
by Ms Nee Nee Ong, 
Convenor, Awards Committee

Welcome 
Dr Doug McGhie, Warden of Convocation

Response
Professor Kent Anderson, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Community & Engagement) 

Presentation of Postgraduate 
Research Travel Awards
Announced by Professor Kate Wright, 
Dean, Graduate Research School 

• Geoffrey Kennedy Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award 

• Alexander Cohen Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award 

• Ken and Julie Michael Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award

• Sue Baker Postgraduate Research 
Travel Award 

• Postgraduate Students Association 
Research Travel Awards (2)

• Barry Marshall and Robin Warren 
Postgraduate Research Travel Award

• Convocation Postgraduate Research 
Travel Awards (13)

Presentation of the Bryant Stokes Matilda 
Award for Cultural Excellence

Presentation of the Convocation 
Accommodation Scholarship

Presentation of the Convocation 
Sports Scholarships (2)

Announcment of Convocation 
Undergraduate Prizes (4)

Presentation made by recipient of 2017 
Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Mr Ben McAllister, School of Physics

Photographs and refreshments
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Convocation Postgraduate Research 
Travel Awards

The Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Awards are a competitive scheme 
open to all Postgraduate Research Students at The University of Western Australia 
who have submitted a research plan. Funds are provided for interstate or overseas 
travel to enhance students’ research. 

The Postgraduate Research Travel Awards were established by Convocation to mark 
the 75th Anniversary of the University. These awards are made possible through the 
generous and ongoing donations made by graduates of the University and funding 
from the Postgraduate Students Association and the University Research Committee. 

The Council of Convocation would like to thank all the individuals and organisations 
that have contributed to these awards.

 

Geoffrey Kennedy Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award
Rachael Zemek
Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, 
School of Biomedical Sciences

“My project aims to identify the immunological mechanisms 
responsible for a successful anti-tumour immune response, and 
then target these pathways to improve response rates.”

Funds will be used to attend the 5th European Conference of 
Immunology in The Netherlands, and to give an oral presentation 
of her research in the cancer immunology session to an audience of 
scientists from interdisciplinary fields.
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Alexander Cohen Convocation Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award
Arman Siahvashi
Faculty of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences, 
School of Engineering

“My research aims to generate accurate experimental data on freeze-
out of complex hydrocarbon systems to better predict impurity 
blockages and provide a more reliable risk assessment.”

Funds will be used to visit NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) – 
California Institute of Technology, and give an oral presentation at 
North American Calorimetry Conference (CALCON) and International 
Conference on Chemical Thermodynamics (ICCT) in California.

Ken and Julie Michael Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award
Belinda Martin
Faculty of Science, School of Biological Sciences

“My research aims to shed some light on the seagrass rhizosphere 
by characterizing root released organic matter and oxygen, 
and determining its role in microbial dynamics and seagrass 
ecosystem functioning.”

Funds will be used to attend the 17th International Symposium on 
Microbial Ecology (ISME) in Leipzig, Germany and to visit a leading 
researcher in microbial ecology, Hannes Schmidt, at the University 
of Vienna, Austria.

Sue Baker Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Albert Pessarrodona Silvestre
Faculty of Science, School of Biological Sciences

“My research aims to explore novel approaches to increase the 
resilience of kelp to future stress, and improve our understanding of 
the mechanisms hindering their recovery once they have collapsed.”

Funds will be used to attend a workshop of KELPEX international 
working group in Barcelona, and conduct additional research in 
the Mediterranean Sea before giving a presentation at the 12th 
International Temperate Reefs Symposium (ITRS) in Hong Kong.
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Postgraduate Students’ Association Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award
Fiona Hook
Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Education, 
School of Social Sciences

“My research focusses on long-term marine adaptations from the 
northern Carnarvon bioregion of north-west Australia and is part of 
the larger ARC Barrow Island Archaeology Project (BIAP).”

Funds will be used to attend a European archaeological conference; 
and to visit three museums in the United Kingdom to analyse shell 
bead necklaces collected in the late 1800s from the Pilbara region of 
Western Australia.

Postgraduate Students’ Association Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award
Fangning Zhang
Faculty of Science, School of Biological Sciences

“My research focusses on identification of novel resistant genes towards 
Leptospaeria maculans across the wild Brassicaceae species.”

Funds will be used to spend 3 months as a visiting researcher in the 
Department of Plant Breeding in Justus Liebig University, Germany.

Barry Marshall and Robin Warren Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award
Aida Carolina Borges Carneiro
Faculty of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences, 
School of Civil, Environmental & Mining Engineering

“My research focusses on methodologies for quantifying environmental 
impacts of disposing tailings.”

Funds will be used to travel to Melbourne (Australia) for a training at 
the Life Cycle Strategies Pty Ltd office in July 2018, and then to travel 
to Cape Town (South Africa) to present a peer-reviewed paper at the 
2019 International Seminar on Paste and Thickened Tailings (P&TT) 
in May 2019.
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Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Bryony Palmer
Faculty of Science, School of Biological Sciences

“My research aims to improve management of reintroduced 
populations of digging mammals through an increased understanding 
of their ecosystem interactions.”

Funds will be used to attending the Training for Effective 
Translocations (TET) workshop and International Wildlife 
Reintroduction (IWR) conference in Chicago, United States, and attend 
the Ecological Society of Australia (ESA) conference in Brisbane as part 
of a combined trip in late 2018.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Kak Ming Ling
Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, 
Centre for Child Health Research

“My reseach aims to investigate the anti-viral responses of Cystic 
Fibrosis (CF) airways at the gene network level, and to identify and 
test new treatment possibilities against the damage and inflammation 
caused by respiratory viral infections.”

Funds will be used to further enhance her skill set by visiting the 
laboratories of two world renowned Cystic Fibrosis researchers in 
Paris (INSERM, French Institute of Health and Medical Research) 
and Dr Patrick Harrison in Ireland (University College of Cork) to 
obtain specialized training in ncRNA transcriptional analysis and 
CRISPR/cas9 techniques.
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Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Md Sultan Mia
Faculty of Science, School of Agriculture and Environment

“My research aims to understand the mechanism of tolerance in 
the wheat genotypes under early seedling stage drought and post-
anthesis drought using genetic, genomic and transcriptomic tools.”

Funds will be used to attend a training workshop on Bioinformatics for 
Plant Biology at European Bioinformatics Institute, United Kingdom 
which will cover latest bioinformatics tools and resources for robust 
data analysis of next generation sequence data.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Aria Dolatabadian
Faculty of Science, School of Biological Sciences

“My research focusses on the association of genomic structural 
variation (copy number variation or CNV) with phenotypic traits 
to characterise the relationship between CNV and resistance to 
Leptosphaeria maculans in canola.”

Funds will be used to travel to Poland in October 2018 to visit the 
Institute of Plant Genetics, Polish Academy of Sciences and also 
visit four research institutes in Poznan, Poland including: The Plant 
Breeding and Acclimatization Institute (IHAR), Institute of Plant 
Genetics, (IGRPAN), The Institute of Plant Protection (IORPIB) and 
Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU)to improve his skills and 
develop new methods in Leptosphaeria maculans population studies.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Alicea Garcia
Faculty of Science, School of Agriculture and Environment

“My research focusses on social and political aspects of adaptation that 
can work to empower, inhibit, or limit farmers’ capacities to adapt to 
climate change.”

Funds will be used to travel to Ghana’s Central Region for a second 
fieldwork trip to conduct a new research activity (story telling) that will 
facilitate the final phase of her data collection in Ghana.
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Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Jeanette Jensen
Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Education 
UWA Law School

“My research focusses on ‘How to Regulate Diffuse Source Water 
Pollution from Agricultural Sources? A Comparative Analysis of the 
Australian and European Union Regulatory Strategies’.”

Funds will be used to travel to Queensland and the Australian Capital 
Territory to conduct a series of focus group interviews to obtain 
data on the main stakeholders involved with management of diffuse 
source pollution.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Penelope Strauss
Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, 
School of Population and Global Health

“My research focusses on access to medical and mental health care for 
trans (transgender) young people in Australia.”

Funds will be used to attend the 2018 World Professional Association 
for Transgender Health Symposium and also attend the “Ethical 
Considerations in Trans Health” workshop.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Buddhi Ram Chaudhary Tharu
Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Education, 
School of Social Sciences

“My research focusses on ‘The use of Indigenous knowledge for 
climate change adaptation in agriculture: A case study of the Tharu in 
Western Nepal’.”

Funds will be used to participate and give a presentation at an 
International Conference in Hanoi, Vietnam, and then to travel to 
Nepal to conduct fieldwork.
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Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Samuel Montgomery
Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, School of Medicine

“My research focusses on investigating whether inflammation evident in 
the lungs of very young children with Cystic Fibrosis (CF) in the absence 
of infection is associated with the interleukin (IL)-1 pathway.”

Funds will be used to further enhance his skill set, namely a 
cutting-edge novel assay that measures neutrophil elastase (NE), 
by the laboratory of Professor Marcus Mall at the University of 
Heidelberg, Germany.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Arnold van Rooijen
Faculty of Science, School of Earth Sciences

“My research investigates how aquatic vegetation affects coastal 
physical processes, such as waves and currents.”

Funds will be used to attend the 36th International Conference on 
Coastal Engineering which will be held in Baltimore, Maryland, USA, 
and to present results obtained with the SWASH model. It will also 
allow him to attend a short course on ‘Natural and nature-based 
features for coastal resilience’, which will help him further develop in 
connecting the fields of ecology and coastal engineering.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
David Jago
Faculty of Science, School of Molecular Science

“My research project centres on the development of metal containing 
molecules for application in molecular electronics.”

Funds will be used to travel to the University of Liverpool to continue 
to acquire specialised skills in scanning probe microscopy and the 
measurement and assessment of molecular electronic properties.
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Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
Yueqi Zhang
Faculty of Science, School of Biological Sciences

“My research focusses on the study of crops and pathogens through 
applying a range of genetic and genomic techniques.”

Funds will be used to take up an internship in Professor Jaroslav 
Dolezel’s lab in the Czech Republic in order to master a pioneering 
technique for isolating single chromosomes of B. napus.

Convocation Postgraduate Research Travel Award
James Wong
Faculty of Science, School of Human Sciences

“My research is twofold: to provide evidence that motional forces of 
kangaroos are indeed sufficient to generate airflow during hopping; 
and secondly to examine whether there are physiological adaptations 
that allow the animal to breathe in this manner.”

Funds will be used to visit Dr Graham Donovan’s Laboratory at 
The University of Auckland to be trained in methods of mathematical 
modelling and to transfer this knowledge to our Perth Laboratory.
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Convocation, in conjunction with the UWA Student Guild, makes an annual 
presentation of a cultural award (known as the Matilda Award) recognising excellence 
and outstanding achievement in cultural pursuits such as music, literature, public 
speaking, dance, visual arts and drama. The significance of the nominee’s contribution 
is considered at international, national, state, community and university levels.

2018 Bryant Stokes Matilda Award 
for Cultural Excellence

Rafeif Ismail
In the Category of Literature

“As an emerging multilingual writer, I am committed to creating 
works which explore the rich diversity of this world, with the 
hope that stories everyone can relate to will be available across 
all mediums.

I am honoured to be a recipient of the 2018 Bryant Stokes 
Matilda Award for Cultural Excellence. Storytelling, in whatever 
form it takes is an act of courage, we make ourselves vulnerable 
yet through that vulnerability we open pathways for empathy, 
understanding, further conversations and change. This award 
will give me the support to continue developing my practice, 
which will be instrumental to me in completing my first full-
length novel.

I balance my creative practice with studying a Bachelor of 
Science (Neuroscience and Linguistics) and look forward to 
seeing all the ways in which my academic studies and creative 
practices can intersect.”
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How MATILDA the mascot became an award

Matilda the mascot was born out of an idea by the late Trevor Wigney in 1987 with the help 
of his witty assistant, Dairmodd Piggott. The decision was made to choose the sketches of 
a PELICAN to reflect one of the features of the area – The Pelican Point Bird Sanctuary and 
of course the student Newspaper.

Matilda was deemed a suitable name for this ‘Lady of the Bay’ and innumerable poses in 
varying situations were created. She was sometimes featured with a mortar board, other 
times in a ballet tutu, a sports jersey, or reading a book. Matilda featured on a number of 
the Convocation and Alumni Office promotional events during the 75th Anniversary of the 
University, both social and celebratory, for instance, ‘Come dance with Matilda’ and the 
Theatre memorabilia display in the Reid Library.

In the early 1990s the idea was promulgated that some Convocation Awards could be 
named as Matilda Awards for Cultural Excellence aimed at encouraging students to 
participate in extra-curricular activities in the arts. The Matilda Award recognises those 
who attained success in their chosen field. In 2014 Clinical Professor Bryant Stokes 
agreed to fund the Matilda Award for the next five years.

The Convocation of UWA Graduates and The University of Western Australia are 
providing a scholarship to assist an eligible regional or remote student with the cost 
of accommodation at University Hall or other college affiliated with the University.

Claire Ruth Palmer

“Thank you for the generous Convocation Accommodation scholarship. I was very happy 
and appreciative to learn that I was selected as the recipient of your scholarship. I come 
from Kalgoorlie, 600mk away from Perth. The scholarship has eased the financial burden of 
relocating to Perth and living at University Hall. It has allowed me to focus and excel in my 
studies while making a wide range of friends from all over the world.

I am currently in my third year of my undergraduate studying a Bachelor of Science, majoring 
in Pharmacology and Biochemistry. Next year I hope to undertake my honours. In the future, 
I aim to become a biomedical researcher and develop drugs to treat debilitating conditions. 
Thank you for your generosity and support.”

2018 Convocation Accommodation Scholarship
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2018 Convocation Sports Scholarship

Hayley Clark

Hayley is a current member of the 
National Sailing Team and her goal is 
to compete at the Olympics in Tokyo 
in 2020. Hayley is a current WAIS 
scholarship holder and is currently 
competing in Europe.

Hayley says:

“I am currently representing Australia, 
sailing the Nacra 17 Olympic Class whilst 
completing a Bachelor of Arts at UWA. 
The Convocation Scholarship has assisted 
me in travelling to Germany, Poland 
and Denmark to compete in three major 
competitions including the first Olympic 
Qualifier for Tokyo 2020.

I am so grateful for UWA’s Elite Athlete 
Programs support which has provided me 
with the opportunity to be successful in 
both my sporting and academic careers.”

Each year, Convocation makes available 
a Scholarship to assist one male and one 
female student to combine their studies 
with a sporting career.

Graduates of The University of Western 
Australia have contributed to provide 
for the Scholarship, whose purpose is to 
provide financial assistance to students 
who have demonstrated both sporting 
excellence (or potential sporting excellence), 
and a sustained level of proficient academic 
performance, to enable them to further 
their sporting careers or achievements.

The Scholarship may be used to acquire 
equipment, to defray travel expenses 
incurred in attending a sporting event, or 
to meet other appropriate costs associated 
with the recipient’s sporting career.
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Joshua Kippin

Josh is currently ranked inside the top 10 Marathon 
Kayakers in the world. His goal is to win a medal at 
World Championships in 2018 and work his way on to the 
podium for the first time after a number of top 10 finishes.

Josh says:

“I compete in Marathon Kayaking, a tough and tactical 
endurance sport. In 2017, I won Open National Marathon 
titles in K1 (singles) and K2 (doubles), earning selection 
to race at the Marathon World Championships 
in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. At those World 
Championships I paddled my way to 9th in singles and 
14th in doubles, a significant improvement from my previous 
world placing of 20th from the previous year. In 2018 I have 
again earned selection into the National Marathon Kayak 
Team to compete at the World Championships in Vila de 
Prado, Portugal, with a drive to better my top 10 finish 
from 2017.

The scholarship will allow me to cover some of the costs 
of travel and equipment in a sport with large travel 
requirements and minimal funding. This support enables 
me to continue to strive for excellence in both my MBA 
studies and elite sport. I am very grateful to have been 
selected to receive this award.”
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Convocation Undergraduate Prizes

Convocation wishes to recognise excellence at the undergraduate level and is 
awarding undergraduate students that have the highest weighted average mark 
(WAM) with units across semester 1 and 2, of their final year of study in 2017. 

These Inaugural Prizes replace the previous Convocation Faculty Prizes for Academic 
Excellence, which commenced in 1951.

The 2017 Convocation Undergraduate Prize winners: 
At the time of the Awards Ceremony Booklet printing, the Convocation Undergraduate Prize 
recipients were being contacted to be informed of the prize.

Ms Sophie Coffin
Convocation Indigenous Undergraduate Prize 
Sophie Coffin is a 22 year old Nyangumarta/Yindjibarndi woman 
from Port Hedland, WA. She attended Nagle Catholic College in 
Geraldton and then completed a Bachelor of Arts in Law & Society and 
Indigenous Studies at UWA in 2017. Sophie currently studies the Juris 
Doctor postgraduate degree at UWA. She hopes to work in a space that 
combines her passions of Aboriginal rights and intellectual property. 

Ms Olga Mazur 
Convocation Undergraduate Prize in Bachelor of Science 
Olga recently graduated from UWA with a BSc in Biomedical Science. 
Next year she will be commencing medical school, with aspirations to 
become a pathologist. Her hobbies include playing the piano.

Mr David Murley 
Convocation Undergraduate Prize in Bachelor of Art 

“I was an Engineer for nearly 20 years working in the steel industry, 
before I realised my passion for ancient history. Any hours not working 
were spent reading history, so I decided to indulge my interest at UWA. 
I only intended to do a few subjects to test the water, but the course 
and lecturers were amazing, and I just kept studying outside of work 
hours. It was greatly rewarding.”
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Mr Jeremy Quek 
Convocation Undergraduate Prize in Bachelor of Commerce 

“Coming to UWA to further my studies has been one of the best 
decisions I have made in my life. I am very humbled to have been 
awarded the Convocation Undergraduate Prize in Bachelor of 
Commerce, and this would not be possible without the support of my 
family and friends, the dedicated teaching staff and the resident life 
coordinators from University Hall. I would also like to thank all of the 
donors for making this award possible. 

The funds will be used for continuing my education in the field of 
finance, which will allow me to better equip myself to serve the needs 
of the industry.”
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2017 Convocation Postgraduate Research 
Travel Award recipient
Ben McAllister
School of Physics

Shining a light on dark matter
“Developing new techniques to detect dark matter particles, known 
as axions, which are theorised to comprise over 80% of the matter in 
the universe, but which have never been directly observed.”

Ben is a final year PhD student with the ARC Centre of Excellence 
for Engineered Quantum Systems at UWA. His project focuses on 
the design and commissioning of The ORGAN Experiment, a so-
called “axion haloscope” – which is a device designed to detect and 
characterize the mysterious dark matter particles that pass through 
the earth at all times. Ben used the Convocation Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award to travel to the Paris Observatory in October 
2017 where he collaborated with researchers there on new dark 
matter detection techniques.

Presentation made by 2017 Postgraduate 
Research Travel Award recipient
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