
UWA Convocation Council has negotiated access by 
its members to UWA Sport’s wonderful yacht, the UWA 
Centennial, on the same basis as has previously been 
offered to UWA staff. This wonderful experience will appeal 
to families, businesses and groups of friends seeking a 
pleasant evening on the Swan River.

1. The Experience
A sailing experience on board the UWA Centennial is the 
perfect way to facilitate your next networking or social 
event. This unique activity will leave a lasting impression 
on your guests as they sail on our 36 foot Foundation yacht, 
the UWA Centennial, on the beautiful Swan River.

Anyone can participate in sailing but guests have the 
option to do as little or as much as they like in order to 
enjoy  the outing in their own way.

Licensed to carry up to 11 passengers, the UWA Centennial 
is skippered by an experienced UWA student sailor on board 
to guide and assist the crew through the sail, ensuring 
everyone has an enjoyable time in a safe environment.

Experience the Swan River by Yacht
A new benefit available to members of UWA Convocation

2. The Package
• Skippered 3 hour twilight sail out of Royal Perth 

Yacht Club on the Swan River for up to 11 people.
• BYO beverages and food. Catering services are 

available upon request.

Commercial price: $1,000+/yacht

Exclusive Convocation package price: $780/yacht

3. Bookings and Enquiries
Please direct all booking enquiries to Robert Herriman 
on 6488 3767 or robert.herriman@sport.uwa.edu.au

Mention your membership of Convocation to access 
the benefit.
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6.00pm for 6.30pm commencement 
Banquet Hall 
The University Club of 
Western Australia



Autumn Ordinary Meeting of Convocation 2017
Agenda

1. Minutes of the Spring Ordinary Meeting 
held on Friday 16 September 2016

2. Amendments and motion of acceptance of minutes
3. Business arising from the minutes
4. Correspondence
5. Results of Convocation Elections for Warden, Deputy 

Warden, Members of the Council of Convocation
6. Vice-Chancellor’s report
7. Guild President’s report
8. Warden of Convocation’s report
9. Convocation Officer’s report
10. Other business
11. Q & A session

Keynote Speaker
The Hon. Robert French AC CitWA will give a talk on 
‘Convocation and the University as a Community 
of Scholars’.

Agenda papers
All the Agenda papers will be available at the Ordinary 
Meeting. Copies are available in advance from the 
Convocation website, or on request to the Office 
of Convocation, by:
Email:  convocation@uwa.edu.au
Phone:  +61 8 6488 3006 
Web:  convocation.uwa.edu.au/events/meetings

RSVP
Please confirm your attendance (for catering purposes) 
or send your apologies by:
Post:  returning the attached reply slip in the enclosed 

pre-paid envelope; or
Phone: +61 8 6488 8105
Email:  events-bmr@uwa.edu.au
Web:  online RSVP form 

convocation.uwa.edu.au/events/meetings/rsvp

Robert French  was  appointed  
Chief  Justice  of  the  High  Court  
of  Australia  on 1 September 2008 
and recently retired from that 
office on 29 January 2017.

He is a graduate of The University 
of Western Australia in science 

and law. He was admitted in 1972 and practised as a 
barrister and solicitor in Western Australia until 1983 
when he went to the Independent Bar. He was appointed 
a Judge of the Federal Court of Australia in November 
1986, an office he held until his appointment as Chief 
Justice on 1 September 2008.

From 1994 to 1998 he was the President of the National 
Native Title Tribunal. In 2010, he was made a Companion 
in the Order of Australia and a Fellow of the Academy 
of Social Sciences in Australia. He is a Founding Fellow 
of the Australian Academy of Law, a member of the 
American Law Institute, and an Honorary Life Member 
of the Australasian Law Teachers Association and the 
Australasian Institute of Judicial Administration.

Since August 2016 he has been an Adjunct Professor at 
the Law School at The University of Western Australia.

The Hon. Robert French AC CitWA

What is a Convocation?
At UWA, Convocation refers to those members of the 
university community who are eligible to nominate for 
and to vote in elections for members of the Senate and 
the Council of Convocation, attend general meetings (the 
Ordinary Meetings of Convocation) and to review changes 
to UWA Statutes.

Because Convocation (which primarily comprises 
graduates of UWA) is an integral part of the University, 
UWA differs from many other universities where graduates 
are regarded as external to the university and have no 
formal on-going role. 

What are the roles of Convocation?
In the UWA Act and Statutes, Convocation has been 
assigned the following five key roles: 
Representative role 
• To represent the interests and opinions of members 

through effective communication and to present 
such views to the University and the community 
of Western Australia;

Governance role
• To encourage members of Convocation to participate 

in the governance of the University through the 
election of Convocation members to the Senate and 
the review of amendments to University statutes;

Contribution role
• To encourage members to support and contribute 

to the intellectual and cultural prosperity of the 
University community;

Engagement role
• To promote professional and social links between 

members of Convocation by creating and supporting 
opportunities for graduate interaction; and

Promotion role
• To promote the ideals and purpose of the University 

and Convocation to graduates and undergraduates, 
other members of the University and the community 
of Western Australia. 

Ordinary Meetings
Ordinary Meetings of Convocation were originally the general 
meetings of The University of Western Australia. In keeping 
with this tradition, these meetings of Convocation provide 
the opportunity to receive an update on the operations of 
your University and current issues in tertiary education from 
the Vice-Chancellor, the Warden of Convocation and the 
Guild President.

Questions are invited from the audience.

Refreshments will follow the meeting

The Hackett Memorial Buildings at 
The University of Western Australia

Cover Illustration: The Langler mosaic in 
the foyer of the Winthrop Hall (courtesy of 
the Napier Waller Trust, photograph by 
Richard Small); see pp. 34-35.
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This informative background on the Hackett Buildings 
was written by Emeritus Professor John Melville-Jones. 
It begins by detailing the circumstances that led to the 
provision of the bequest by Sir John Winthrop Hackett, 
which funded the construction of the Hackett Buildings 
and St George’s College. The book then describes the 
architecture and decoration of these buildings, and 
includes some stories of events, serious and not so 
serious, that took place during their development. 
A worthwhile read for all members of Convocation 
who are interested in the history of the UWA Campus.

Copies are available from Hesperian Press 
www.hesperianpress.com/ for $20 per copy. 


