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FOREWORD 
This booklet includes a précis of the information submitted by the 1968 graduates 
who responded to our request for biographical information. May we apologise for 
any errors or omissions.

Front cover sketch by Don Thomas, UWA Graduate 1938
Inside cover sketch by John Mungham
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50th Reunion of the Graduates of 1968
IN MEMORIAM
It is understood, with regret, that the following graduates of 1968 are deceased:

ARTS
Hilton A’COURT
Anna ALDERSON
Neil ANSELL
Richard ARNOLD
Peter BARTLEY
Kevin BARTLETT
Ann BOURKE
Erhard BRANDI
Frederick BROOMHALL
Cecil CARR
Peter CARTWRIGHT
Harold COHEN
Eileen COLLINS
Margaret DAFF
Bruce DEVENISH
Ian DOUGLAS
Christina DULLARD OAM
Joyce EVANS
Thelma FAIRCHILD
Gerald GAUNTLETT
Jill GENTLE
Douglas GREEN
John GRIFFITHS
Gregory HARVEY
Lee HITCHENS
Peter KENT
Graham LEEKS
Julie LEWIS OAM
Alexander MacKENZIE
Margaret MacLAGAN
Helen McNEE
Peter MUNDY
Gaida NEGGO
Larry OATES
Allan PEACHMENT
Peter PRISGROVE
Bruce RILEY
Edward ROBERTSON
Tullio RUBINICH
John RUSSELL
Lyndon SADLER
Leigh SMITH
Bruce STEVENSON
Margaret TEASDALE
Barry TILLMAN
Abe TROY
Alexander WALKER

Jack WEBB
Bruce WILLIAMS

BUSINESS SCHOOL
Hadley BODINNER
Brett JONES
Peter LUCAS
Donald MOORE
John PAICE
Patricia PLATEL
Denis SCHOFIELD
Douglas SNOWBALL
Frank WIENER

EDUCATION
John AGARD
Cherryl ARMSTRONG
Margaret BARNS
Cameron BLAKEMORE
Brian BRAND
Sandra BROWNE
Benedicta CANNON
Bev COOK
Timothy CULLINANE
Ian EASTWOOD
Roderick ELLISON
Carmelo GENOVESE OAM
Maureen GOSS
James HAYNES
Dudley IBBOTSON
John INGLIS
Allan JONES
Roger KELLY
Murray LAKE
Tech-Jin LIAN
Robert MAIN
William McATEE
Letitia McCORMACK
Murray McNAIR
Jeannette O’NEILL
Margaret PEARTON
Roderick PETHER
John SAINT
Peter SARAH OAM
Jennifer SHARPE
Jennifer VAN HATTEM
Colin WOODROW
Brian WORTHINGTON

ENGINEERING, COMPUTING 
& MATHEMATICS
Edward PRITCHARD
Michael HALLEEN
GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOOL
Arthur BOWNES
Trevor BROXTON
Michael CARROLL
Baden CLEGG
John DOLIN
Emilio GHISALBERTI
Brian RYAN
Noel TEEDE
Raymond JARVIS
Albrecht LANDAUER
Duncan MERRILEES
William O’BEIRNE

MEDICINE, DENTISTRY 
& HEALTH SCIENCES
John BAKER
Henry BRIGDEN
Malcolm EXLEY
Thomas GILBERT
Gary HASTWELL
Edward KEOGH
Peter LEECH
John MILLER
Brian THOMAS 

SCIENCE
Alan ALBANY
Noel BAYLISS
John BERRIDGE
Laurence BESLEY
Lindsay COLLINS
John DONINI
Geoffrey FEUTRILL
Robert JOHNSTON
Margaret LA ROCHE
David LLOYD
Robert MacMILLAN
Russel PERRY AM
Colin SMITH
Freddy SOON
Mary WALTERS
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50th Reunion of the Graduates of 1968
APOLOGIES
The following graduates are unable to attend the Reunion; many of whom sent their best 
wishes and regrets that they were unable to join us on this occasion.

ARTS
Michael ALBANY
Michael BEAHAN
Michael BROMILOW
Bruce CARVOSSO
Alasdair COURTNEY
Merome DARLINGTON
Norma DELLA FRANCA
Brian EASTON
Heather Margaret ELLIS
George FAULDS
Patrick GARNETT
Joan KARMELITA
Roderick LYALL
Bronwyn MELLOR
Anthony MILLER
Jennifer PATERSON (née Fowler)
Murray PRINT
Richard ROSSITER
Tony RYAN
Alan SMITH
Peter THOMPSON
Keith WISE
Brian WOLFENDEN

BUSINESS SCHOOL
Neil DAVIS
Barry JACKSON
George SNOOKS
Liat YOON

EDUCATION
John ANDERTON
Janet BELL
Carmela BRIGUGLIO
Graham Clive CHAPMAN
Michelle GORE
Ralph GORE
Cynthia GREGORY
Bruce HAYNES
Karen KEELY
Michael KEELY
Charles KOSINA
Margaret KRYCH
Dan McCARTHY
Margaret NADEBAUM
Len PAVY
Francis SMARGIASSI
Ric SMITH
Noel VANZETTI
Ron WADDY

ENGINEERING, COMPUTING 
& MATHEMATICS
Trevor EASTWOOD

GRADUATE RESEARCH 
SCHOOL
Graham DAVIES
Roger PASSMORE
Ken WATSON

LAW
Gregory BOYLE
Peter KYLE
Peter FOSS

MEDICINE, DENTISTRY 
& HEALTH SCIENCES
Bernard BOYCOTT
Tony COOPER
Graeme EWERS
Kaye GREENHAM
Brian HUTCHISON
David ROBINSON
Jacqueline SCURLOCK

SCIENCE
Bronwyn ALLEN
Ian BARNS
Brian BEETSON
Rod BIRD
Christopher BLAIN
Jim BUCKEE
Barry CHESSON
John CRIPPS
George EICHINSKI
Peter ELDERFIELD
Tim DELANEY
Ian DUNDAS
Robert FRENCH
Christopher GREAVES
Andy GREEN
Christopher JOHANSEN
Robert LULLFITZ
Peter MORGAN
Susan SUTHERLAND
Willem WIELINGA
Graeme WORTH

Apologies and best wishes for an enjoyable luncheon have also been received from: 

The Honorable Robert French AC, Chancellor of The University of Western Australia
UWA Vice-Chancellor, Professor Dawn Freshwater
Dr Sue Boyd, UWA Senate
Adjunct Professor Warren Kerr AM, UWA Senate & Immediate Past Warden of Convocation 
Angela Evangelinou-Yiannakis, Council of Convocation
Tony Tate, Council of Convocation
Dr David Mackinlay, 1968 Guild President



ARTS
Gordon BLACK
Mary CANNING
Janet CROSS
Jacob DE HOOG
Peter DUNNELL
Susan ESPIE
Kay FANDRY
Susan FERGUS
Trevor GALLAGHER
Joan GILES
Denise GILLIES
William GRIFFITHS
Gregory HARPER
Trevor HARWOOD
Jeremy JORDAN
Brian LANGE
Anne LANIGAN
Margaret LE BRETON
Bob McMULLAN

BUSINESS SCHOOL
Rex BEVAN
Koon-Kee LEE

EDUCATION
Norman ALDERSON
Gwendolyn ARMSTRONG
Alan COLE
Lawrence DARNELL
Len EDWARDS
Murray GRAHAM
Mary GRANT
Albert HOWE
Graham JOHNSON
John KENNEDY
Robert LILBURNE
Kimberly MARTIN
Sharifah NAEMA BNTE SYED MANSOR

ENGINEERING, COMPUTING & MATHEMATICS
Peter KERR

GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOOL
David BAKER
Arie BRAND
John KIRSCH
Raymond LUM

LAW
John FINLAY
Robert HEBBARD
Neil McCARTNEY

SCIENCE
Michael BURKALA
Rowena DEVLIN
Andrew GLENN
Peter HACKETT
Mui HAN
John HOLMES
Bridget JACKSON
Terrence KNIGHT
Anthony LEMBO
Peter LUCICH
Ross MALLE 

LOST – GRADUATES OF 1968
We have lost contact with the 1968 graduates listed below. If you have any idea of their 
whereabouts please contact the Convocation Office on +61 8 6488 3006 or email us at 
convocation@uwa.edu.au.
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ARCHITECTURE
Douglas RANSOM

ARTS
David ADDENBROOKE
Reginald BIRCH
Daniel BOSS
Noel BRYAN
Russell BURGESS
John CAMPBELL
Graham DOUGLAS
Sandra FERGUSON
Stacy GALLAGHER
John GARRETT
Emil HABERFIELD
Pamela HAINSWORTH
Daniel HANCOCK
Gregory HARPER
Winsome HATCHER
Bernard HIGGS
Gillian JOHNSTON
Stephanie KEATING
Margaret LE BRETON
Jennifer MARSH
Peter O’SULLIVAN
John PERRY
Margaret QUIN-CONROY
Elizabeth RICHARDSON
Mary ROSSITER
Diana SILVER
Timothy STAFFORD
Francis SYKES
Michael WEIR
John ANDERSON
Susan ATKINS
Judith BARRETT
Marie BAYLY
Kim CHEE
Mary CHUI
Kathleen COCKERELL
Susan CONSTANTINE
Michael CROKER
Robin EVANS
Patricia GERRITSEN
Caroline GILLIES

Leonard GOODALL
Jean GRAY
Lynette GREEN
Susanna GREY-SMITH
Gertrud GROTEGOED
Petar HADJI-RISTIC
Margaret HALLETT
Patrick HARRINGTON
Leo HASSAM
Florence HAYCOCK
Linda HOGG
Beverley HOOD
Richard HOOK
Theo JAMES
Ian JOHNSTON
Judith MACWILLIAM
Aileen MAGUIRE
Richard NAGLE
Sarah NELSON
Ivy NG
Kaye PARRY
Sally PULLIN
Abdul RAZAK BIN MD
Dahlia ROUTMAN
Jenny RUSHTON
Maureen RYDER
Jane SAX
Jack SHAMOON
Anders SIEVERS
David SMITH
Lay TAN
Nguyen-Thi THUY
Barbara TYLER
Alan WATT
Felicity WELLINGTON
Poh WONG POH LING

BUSINESS SCHOOL
Ian BASTER
Thi NGOC ANH NGUYEN
Christopher SOMAS
Ronald VAN SANTEN
Mee YUEN
Lynette BIRCH
Stephanie CAMPBELL

Michael CARTER
Guan CHOR
Kenneth CLARKE
Tran DANG
Nguyen DAVIS
Valaiporn EKSANGSRI
Josephine FERNANDEZ
Penelope GIBSON
Choon HO
Jeannine KITSON
Soo KOK
Somchart KOMATE
Chun PANG
Evgeniy POROCH
Seow WANG
Thye WONG

EDUCATION
Leslie BANYARD
Andre BARONIE
Margaret CARROLL
Owen COOK
Kay FANDRY
Brian HAINES
Errol HAMMOND
Peter HARMSWORTH
Trevor HARWOOD
Ronald HU
Terrence JACKSON
Susan LORRIMAR
Brian MARTIN
Trevor MILLER
Robert MILLER
Alice O’LOUGHLIN
Pamela PIPER
Peter RICHARDS
Margaret SHERWOOD
Frances SILLITTO
Robert STEPHEN
Ernie STRINGER
Keith TAYLOR
Susan WALKER
George WHITE
Siew CHAN
Grant GLINSKI

LOST – GRADUATES OF 1969
We have lost contact with the 1969 graduates listed below and would really like to get in 
touch with them to invite them to the 50th Reunion of their graduation from UWA in October 
2019. If you have any idea of their whereabouts, please contact the Convocation Office on 
+61 8 6488 3006, or email us at convocation@uwa.edu.au, so that we can send them an 
invitation to next year’s reunion.
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EDUCATION (continued)
Wendy GRIFFITHS
Walter HALL
Patricia HARRISON
Sharon HOPKINSON
Wee KWOK
Bernard NOHAN
Robin PORTEOUS
Alexander POUW-BRAY
Jacqueline PRIOR
Christine RUTTER
Mohammed YASIN

ENGINEERING, COMPUTING 
& MATHEMATICS
Lyn METCALF
Valentine NG
Richard O’DONOGHUE
Laurence SEDDON
Frank TUNG
Tea-Kruy UNG
Barry CHIA
Kevin COLLEDGE
Rodney PERRY

GRADUATE RESEARCH 
SCHOOL
Lee BROTHERSON
Edgar CAMPBELL
Andrew HAMILTON
Patricia HANSEN
Leslie MUTTON
Richard PEPPER
David SANG
Hefazat SIDDIQUI
Bernard TANG
Donald TAYLOR
Trevor WHITE
Howard JONES
Kanhaya PUROHIT
Aloysius HO
Rodney MAHON

LAW
Zbigniew UMBRAS
Rosemarie SOLOMON
Anthony WAINWRIGHT

MEDICINE, DENTISTRY 
& HEALTH SCIENCES
Chang KWONG-SHING
Beverleigh FITCH
John GOOD
Susan JORDAN
Robert LAWSON-SMITH
Francis NEWTON
Kenneth PARKER
Matthew YUNG
Tommy CHUNG
Gerald MILNER
Robin READHEAD-TAYLOR

SCIENCE
Terence ANDERSON
Bernard ARDAGH
James BATTYE
Christopher BENSON
Errol COCKS
Lutz ENGELHARDT
John FRANKLYN
Dennis GILLESPIE
Alan HABGOOD
John HUDSON
Judith HUDSON
Antony KUBICKI
Elke KUUSE
Lee SHUI-LUNG
Kenneth MANN
Ian McDONALD
Astley MOLYNEUX
Craig PEARSON
Murray RAY
David ROBERTSON
Diane ROBINSON
Joanne SAMSON

Tan SENG-YEANG
Christopher TOMNEY
Peter WHITTLE
Yvonne ATKINSON
Timothy BARBER
Kerry BRADSHAW
Helen CARTER
Chang SIEW-CHING
John DI RENZO
Monica FLETCHER
Roderick GRAHAM
John HALL
Susanne HARRIS
Cheng HOFFMAN
Charalambos KARATHANAS
Patrick KO
Eric KO CHOK FAI
Pui LEE
Leonie LEE
Siang LEK
Ian MILLER
Anthony MIRANDA
Teng NG
David NICHOLLS
Robert OLIVIER
Ann PETERS
See POON
Christopher PRINCE
James RIDLEY
Juris RUNGIS
Paul STOCKER
Richard TINKLER
Bee WEE
Lloyd WILLIAMS
Voon YEONG
Lesley LE SOUEF
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Ms Martha (Marian) AARTS
BA’67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968, 
GradDipComp(Curtin University)’86

Martha was educated at Armadale Senior High School (ASHS), 
as part of the cohort of first fourth and fifth year students. 
After completing her Graduate Diploma in 1968, Martha’s first 
teaching appointment was at Armadale SHS of all places! These 
days, Martha frequently meets former students around Bunbury 
and is well satisfied with the knowledge that she has had a 
positive influence on so many lives. She continues to update 
and expand her knowledge via Lecture Series on DVDs.

As a student at UWA, Martha enjoyed singing in the Undergraduate Choir. As a 
teacher, she found that other teachers became peers and her students all had 
siblings who were peers. Her most memorable recollection was one of her driving 
students (under the Schools’ Driver Training Program) turning right from Kent 
Street onto Albany Highway on two wheels through red lights. There were no 
duplicate controls at that time!

After three years at ASHS, Martha was transferred to Newton Moore High School in 
Bunbury as Acting Principal Mistress. Her first initiative was founding the SW PM’s 
Association. The school had a population of approximately 600, which increased 
to 800 students over the following three years. As Martha says, this was “Déjà vu 
for me.” At this point, she held a permanent administrative position and decided 
to return to teaching via SWRC of TAFE as a Lecturer in General Studies. During this 
time, she pioneered programs for long term unemployed youth, taught Business, 
English, Economics and Political and Social Structure, and mentored staff who were 
completing their teaching qualifications. In 1986, she moved into the Computing 
Department to teach programming and application packages to students aged 
15 to 86. She loved the work, especially helping adults overcome their almost 
tangible fear of computers.

In 1991, Martha was involved in a head-on collision. When she returned to work she 
was appointed as Project Manager, responsible for the development of the College’s 
first Strategic Plan. Martha also designed and established the first Open Learning 
Centre, trained as a Quality Assurance Assessor and facilitated the accreditation of 
the College’s Business Centre. Subsequently, Martha went on to work as a QA Officer 
and Prison Education Officer. She has volunteered with numerous organisations, 
including Bunbury Palliative Care, Leukemia Foundation, Community Home Care, 
Silver Chain, Pastoral Care Services, both Bunbury Hospitals and a nursing home.
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Dr Pam BAGWORTH
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'69, MA'86, PhD'95

Since graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts in 1968, 
Pamela (Pam) Bagworth (née Scott) remained at UWA to 
complete her Graduate Diploma of Education in 1969 and later 
returned to complete her Masters and PhD.

After completing her Diploma, Pam’s first teaching position 
was at Cannington High School. She transferred to Collie 

Senior High School, where she met her husband, Gordon Bagworth, an Engineer 
at Muja Power Station. “We spent a number of years moving between Collie, 
Bunbury and Perth, during which time I had 4 children (Matthew, David, Alison and 
Megan).” Pam has since taught at a variety of Secondary schools, including Bentley, 
Forrestfield (where she was Head of English), Corpus Christi and MLC.

Returning to UWA, Pam completed her Masters (on the use of Myth in the Fiction 
of CS Lewis) and her PhD on the Maternal Metaphor in Elizabeth Jolly’s work. “If 
you know her fiction, you will agree that her mothers are very interesting, unusual, 
disruptive women.” Afterward she taught English, Education and Women’s Studies 
at UWA, Curtin, Murdoch, Notre Dame and Edith Cowan University (in the Bunbury, 
Mt Lawley and Joondalup campuses). 

Since 1989, Pam has owned and operated Academic Group, trading as Academic 
Task Force and Academic Associates, which is an education company that works 
with students and schools to improve students’ education outcomes. “We provide 
revision program and publish a wide range of study guides.” Pam still owns the 
business but for the last two years she has considered herself as retired and her 
daughter, Megan, now runs the business. “Over the years I have been actively 
involved in a leadership role in many community activities as a volunteer, including 
school camping groups (Inter School Christian Fellowship), nationally and locally 
with the Australian Breastfeeding Association.” She has also been instrumental, in 
cooperation with the Collie Council and the State Government, in establishing a 
child care centre in Collie.
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Dr Craig Richard BALDOCK
MBBS 1968, FRCS (England), FRCS (Edinburgh), FRACS

When Craig graduated from UWA with his Bachelor of Medicine 
in 1968, he commenced a two-year internship at Royal Perth 
Hospital (RPH) and Princess Margaret Children’s Hospital (PMH). 
He married Merilyn Peet in 1968 and they have two sons and 
a daughter, and now five beautiful grandchildren. Merilyn and 
Craig have recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 

In 1970, Craig joined a General Medical Practice in Kalamunda and commenced 
studies for a career in Surgery. He then moved with his family to England, where 
they lived for five years and where Craig specialised in Otolaryngology and obtained 
his Surgical Fellowships. He was appointed as Senior Lecturer in Otolaryngology at 
Bristol University. In addition, he was awarded a Nuffield College Foundation Grant 
in 1976 in order to do further training at the Massachusetts Ear and Eye Hospital in 
Boston, USA.

Upon their return to Australia in 1976 the family settled in Sydney and Craig 
commenced work as a Consultant Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon. He continued in 
this capacity at Westmead Private Hospital, Hills Private Hospital (now Norwest 
Private Hospital) and SAN Hospital or the next thirty-five years. “My special areas 
of surgical practice were in Reconstructive Ear Surgery, Cosmetic Rhinoplasty, 
Endoscopic Nasal Surgery, and Laser Pharyngeal Surgery.” At the request of the 
Solomon Islands Government, Craig was commissioned to carry out a survey and 
report of their Ear Disease Prevalence, which helped them establish an Ear Disease 
Management Program in the 1990’s. 

Outside of medicine, in 1990 Craig established a large-scale commercial macadamia 
plantation with 12,000 trees in Ballina, NSW (near Byron Bay). Each year this 
plantation - Australian Sun Macadamias Pty Ltd - produces some 150 tonnes 
of macadamias, which are exported to Europe, the USA and China. In 1995, the 
company was awarded an ‘Export Achievement Award” from the Commonwealth 
Government. Craig’s interests still lie in farming, bushwalking, sailing and family. 
“We love coming to Perth each year for our medical reunions and to celebrate with 
a wonderful group of colleagues.”
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Mr Ronald (Ron) BANKS
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'69

After initially graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts in 
1968, Ron completed his Graduate Diploma and then started his 
career as a teacher in the State secondary school system in the 
country regions and in London.

Quickly becoming tired of teaching after a seven-year period, 
Ron dropped into Journalism at The West Australian, where 

he became and Arts Editor and Theatre and Music Reviewer. His final stint in 
Journalism after twenty-eight years on the paper was spent in Media Management 
in Darwin and Canberra. After this, he returned home to retire, travel, write the 
occasional article and enjoy the fruits of his career.

Clinical Associate Professor Max BAUMWOL
Graduate Entry Medicine (MBBS 1968), FRCS (Edin.)’74, FRCS 
(Eng.)’75, FRACS’76

Max’s career as a Surgeon has been a wonderfully fulfilling 
privilege, which is rewarded by the constant stream of patients 
and students who approach and remind him of the good effect 
he has had on their lives. He is forever grateful to all his teachers 
and mentors, including those at UWA.

Before Medical School, Max attended North Perth and Coolbinia Primary Schools 
and Mount Lawley Senior High School. Even as a primary school student, Max 
had already made up his mind to become a doctor. He was always fascinated 
with medicine, and “doctors were the people who make you better when you 
are sick and cure you of all diseases – or so I believed.” He graduated from UWA’s 
Medical School in 1968 and became a Resident and Registrar in training at Royal 
Perth Hospital, until 1972. Then in 1973, Max took up a position as Senior Surgical 
Registrar at King George’s Hospital in London, before returning to Royal Perth 
Hospital to take up the post of Senior Surgical Registrar in 1976. In that same year, 
Max went on to become a Consultant General & Laparoscopic Surgeon at Queen 
Elizabeth II Medical Centre, where he remained until 1992. At that point, Max 
continued his work as a Consultant Surgeon in a Private Practice.

Max has had a busy career. He has taught as a Clinical Associate Professor of 
Surgery at UWA; a Tutor and Examiner of Medical students and surgical trainees; 
a Mentor to Surgical Graduates at several hospitals, including QEII and St John 
of God Hospital, Mount Hospital, Mercy Hospital and Osborne Park Hospital; and 
he has been a Convener and Presenter at Medico Legal Meetings. Max is also a 
member of the Australian Medical Association (AMA), Governor of Endoscopic/
Laparoscopic Surgeons of Australasia (ELSA), an Executive Member of the Medico-
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Legal Section of the Royal Australian College of Surgeons, an Executive Member of 
the Obesity Surgery Society of Australia/New Zealand (OSSANZ), a member of the 
Gastroenterological Society of Australia (GESA) and a National Board Member and 
Chair of Finance for MDA National.

Max is married to Jan, and they have three children (one who is a Lawyer and 
WAAPA Graduate, one who is an Optometrist and one who is a Cardiologist) and six 
grandchildren. In his spare time, Max enjoys music and learning the Classical Guitar 
and playing with his grandkids. 

The Honourable Michael BEAHAN AM
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDip’69, BEd’71

Michael graduated from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts in 1968, 
and later returned to UWA to complete his Diploma of Education 
and Bachelor of Education. Since completing his degree at the 
University of Western Australia, Michael has had an industrious 
parliamentary career and was awarded the Order of Australia 
medal in 2011 for his “service to the Parliament of Australia, 
particularly as a Senator for Western Australia, to the promotion 

of international bi-partisan political debate, to the pharmacy profession, and to 
the community.”

After receiving his education at the Salesian College in London in 1954, Michael 
emigrated from London to Australia. He commenced his career as an Electrician 
and spent ten years as an apprentice tradesman before being accepted to UWA in 
1965. After teaching for five years in both secondary and tertiary levels, Michael was 
appointed Education Officer for the WA Trades and Labor Council (the first such 
position in Australia) where he helped establish the Australian Trade Union Training 
Authority (TUTA), a Federal Government funded statutory body providing education 
and training for union officials, and went on to become Director for WA.

In 1981, Michael was elected State Secretary of the WA Branch for the ALP. He was a 
member of the National Executive of the ALP for eleven years and National Vice-
President for four, played a central role in successful State election campaigns 
in 1983 and 1986, and in successful Federal campaigns in 1983, 1984 and 1987. 
He held a number of national party positions, including chairing the National 
Campaign Committee, the National Finance and Social Policy Committees and was 
International Secretary for four years. 

Michael was elected to the Senate in 1987, where he remained until 1996, after being 
elected as the 19th President of the Senate in 1994. During his parliamentary career 
he was, inter alia, inaugural Chairman of the Joint Committee on Corporations 
and Securities and a Senate Estimates Committee and a member of several other 
committees. As President he was National Chairman of the Australian Political 
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Exchange Council and of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. Following 
his departure from the Senate, Michael was appointed as Director of Government 
Relations with the Pharmacy Guild of Australia, which was followed by some years 
as an independent consultant. He is now semi-retired, serving on a number of not-
for-profit boards and providing advice and support to the community sector.

Mr Gabor BEDO
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) 1968, GradDip’69, BEd’71, MEd’79, MPhil’88

In 1968, Gabor graduated from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts 
and has since had a teaching career and held various clerical-
administrative roles in Western Australia, mainly in the Perth 
metropolitan region. He now enjoys attending cultural events, 
public talks at the University and participating in local volunteer 
club activities, along with occasional travel.

Gabor immigrated to Western Australia with his family from Hungary when he was 
just four years old. When it came time to go to school, he joined other non-English 
speaking children at the former Holden Migrant Reception Centre in Northam and 
later in suburban Perth, where he attended local government schools.

During his years studying as an undergraduate student at UWA, Gabor enjoyed 
browsing through the new books and journals in the Reid Library, where he and 
spent many hours researching a writing to complete the challenging course 
assignments set by his professors. He found staff at UWA to be friendly and helpful, 
and some professors has an open-door policy and were willing to receive any 
student enquiries. 

Participation in student club activities, interacting with fellow students in the 
Hackett Hall Refectory and jogging in Kings Park came as essential rest and 
relaxation after serious study. Lunch-time concerts in Winthrop Hall were also 
a pleasurable experience, as was social contact with fellow local students, 
government assisted Colombo-Plan students and private overseas students from 
South and Southeast Asia. All these things enriched Gabor’s university experiences, 
both on and off campus. 

After completing his Arts degree, Gabor spent several years teaching in Western 
Australian secondary schools and working in various clerical-administrative roles 
within public service agencies, mainly in the Perth Metropolitan region. He later 
returned to UWA to complete his Masters of Education (1979), Masters of Philosophy 
(1988) and completed a Masters degree at Murdoch University. 
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Mrs Flavia BIBBY (née Florio)
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDip’84

Flavia graduated from UWA in 1968 with a First Class Honours 
degree and set out eager for a slice of real life, and returned 
later to complete her Diploma in French, minoring in Dance. 
Flavia went on to develop an accredited program for training 
young Aboriginal dancers, and has now returned to teaching 
Italian at three schools south of the River. 

As an undergraduate student, and under the tutelage of Professor and Madame 
Lawler, Dr Tauman and Father Stormon, Flavia found campus life at UWA stimulating 
and exciting! Being a student of French was a good reason to indulge and gratify her 
passion for artistic self-expression through song, dance and drama. 

Flavia found 1967 to be a tumultuous year, not only because she completed her 
Honours thesis on the topic of “L’Ame et la Danse” by Paul Valery but, almost 
concurrently, she also gave birth to her first child. With characteristic exuberance, 
she dove into connubial bliss with her ‘unsuspecting consort,’ Peter Bibby. 

By the age of 30, Flavia was holding the youngest of four in her arms and found 
herself wondering how it had all come about? She was finding reality much harder 
than life on the stage! It was a long, deep, dive before she emerged for breath at the 
age of 36, with her youngest now in school, that Flavia started looking for ways to 
combine her academic achievements with her love for dance. Flavia decided then to 
approach UWA once more, and the outcome was a Diploma in Education, majoring 
in French and Dance (the later delivered by the Academy of Performing Arts, ECU 
through affiliations with UWA). Feeling inspired once more, Flavia was motivated 
to do something innovative. Out of combining Western and Aboriginal dance 
traditions, the Aboriginal Dance Development Unit was born! This program was 
supported by the Arts Board WA and the Australia Council, and evolved into a fully 
accredited program for training young Aboriginal dancers. 

Eight years later, Flavia opted for job security and returned to the fold of the 
Education Department, teaching Italian in three schools south of the Swan River.

Flavia credits all of her achievements to the unwavering support of her mother, who 
left a broken marriage in Cairo in 1958 and came to Australia, to start a new life with 
her only child in tow. She feels that is the reason why she sought stability around 
a crowded table, surrounded by her children, spouses, ten grandchildren and a 
hearty “Buon appetite a tutti !!”
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PROSH 1967, Flavia Florio (L) and unknown (R) on the French float

(Courtesy of Flavia Bibby, 2018)

Convocation of UWA Graduates 15



Mr Christopher BLACKFORD
Bachelor of Science 1968, GradDipEd’72, BEd’74

Since graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Science 
in 1968, Chris has led a successful career as a Teacher and 
Meteorologist. Chris and his wife, Thelma, have three children, 
two of whom are UWA graduates. Now retired, they divide their 
time between Perth, Southwest WA and the west of Ireland, 
County Galway. 

As an undergraduate student at UWA, Chris majored in Physics and Mathematics. 
During 1966 and 1967 he also held a cadetship with the Bureau of Meteorology, 
which in 1968 gave him the opportunity to go on and study Meteorology at the 
Central Training School of the Bureau in Melbourne, where he obtained his Diploma 
in Meteorology.

In 1969 and 1970, Chris resigned from the Bureau of Meteorology and moved back 
to Perth to study Teaching at Nedlands Teacher’s College, where he gained his 
Diploma in Teaching. After successfully applying to the Education Department WA 
for a teaching position in 1972, Chris was appointed to Derby District High School 
(Derby DHS) as a Science Teacher, where he worked until 1973. During that time, 
Chris studied externally through UWA towards gaining his Bachelor of Education 
(B.Ed) and won the Convocation Prize in Education, and graduated from UWA 
with his B.Ed in 1974. During his time in Derby, Chris also met and married Thelma 
Sweeney, an Irish girl who was also teaching at Derby DHS.

In the first half of 1974, Chris decided to rejoin the Bureau of Meteorology and 
successfully gained a position as a Junior Meteorologist in the Perth Office. 1975 
saw a move to Pearce RAAF base, as one of the Meteorologists assigned to the 
Royal Australian Air Force. Chris returned to the Perth Forecasting Office in 1976, 
was appointed as one of the Senior Meteorologists in 1992 and continued working 
there until his retirement in 2002. In retirement, Chris took up an opportunity to take 
on part-time and casual work in the Commercial Weather Services section of the 
Perth Forecasting office, which he has continued until 2018. This work has involved 
providing forecasting services to the oil and gas industry, with locations off the 
Pilbara and Kimberley regions and in the Timor Sea.
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Dr Chris BLAIN
Bachelor of Science 1968, MSc (ULondon)‘68, D.I.C.’69, PhD (QU)‘72

Since graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Science in 
1968, Chris’ rewarding career in Minerals Exploration has taken 
him around the globe – from the harsh and scalding Kimberley 
region to the freezing Candian Arctic region and back to 
Australia again! Now happily retired, Chris and his wife, Ann, live 
in Melbourne and they still love travelling to interesting places.

After completing his degree in 1966, Chris took a break from UWA in order to join 
a team of exploration geologists who were searching for minerals in an extremely 
remote 30,000 square mile region of the Kimberley. This experience – surviving and 
exploring in the wilderness – gave Chris a taste for the challenge and excitement of 
mineral discovery, as well as the insatiable desire to learn more about it! Therefore, 
in 1967, he returned to UWA to complete his Honours in Economic Geology, with a 
project focusing on the Kimberley. He then started making plans to travel overseas 
in order to conduct post-graduate study.

In 1968, Chris travelled to London as a Rio Tinto Fellow and graduated from the 
University of London with a Masters of Science (MSc) in Economic Geology and a 
Diploma (D.I.C.) in Mineral Exploration from the Imperial College London in 1969. 
Then, as a Falconbridge Fellow, Chris moved to Canada, where he completed his 
PhD in Geological Sciences at Queens University in Kingston, Ontario in 1972. His 
PhD focused on geochemical exploration methods in the Arctic regions of the 
Canadian Shield (Laurentian Plateau), which is a large area of exposed Precambrian 
igneous and high-grade metamorphic rocks that form the ancient core of the North 
American continent. 

With his PhD complete, Chris moved back to London to take up a post as Lecturer 
in Mining Geology and Mineral Exploration at the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, with duties in teaching, post-graduate course development, research 
and research supervision, along with several consulting assignments mainly in 
Africa and Arabia. Imperial was a vibrant learning hub at that time, particularly with 
its international post-graduate courses. 

After six years in London, Chris decided to move back to Australia to take up a 
position as a Senior Research Geologist in Darwin, in order to assist BHP Minerals 
Exploration with developing concepts for exploration in northern Australia. At that 
time, Chris married Ann; who came from London to brave the antipodean frontiers.

Chris continued at BHP Minerals Exploration, based out of Melbourne, for much 
of his professional life. During the 1980s he took on several Senior Management 
positions in the exploration group, and from 1992-95, he headed up its Minerals 
Exploration Division in the Australia – SW Pacific region. During this time, BHP made 
many significant mineral discoveries. Following the acquisition of the Utah group, 
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and the merger of their Exploration Divisions, BHP Minerals had achieved a true 
global reach. The organisation then moved its Minerals Division Head Office to San 
Francisco and integrated the two exploration divisions. As a result, Chris moved 
to San Francisco with his family in order to develop the strategic direction of the 
combined BHP-Utah exploration program, which conducted programs globally in 
more than 30 countries. Despite the enormous travel load involved, Chris found this 
to be a most interesting and rewarding time in his career. 

In 1999, Chris returned to Melbourne and in 2000 he left BHP in order to start up 
on own as a Minerals Industry Consultant, bridging the gap between industry 
and academia as an Adjunct Professor at RMIT University. After more than ten 
years of this, he gradually phased himself out of the workforce in order to pursue 
other interests. 

Chris looks back on his professional life with gratitude; thinking about how lucky 
he has been to have fully engaged in the ‘golden era’ of exploration and minerals 
discovery in Australia and throughout the world. A great start at UWA led to a very 
full and fulfilling professional life – not only full of challenging assignments and 
travel to some of the remotest places on Earth, with risky situations and narrow 
escapes, but also full of interest, scientific challenge, variety and excitement.

These days, Chris is enjoying retirement. He is a keen golfer and has special interests 
in art and astronomy. He also enjoys spending time on his small farm in Gippsland.

Winthrop Professor David BLAIR
Bachelor of Science 1968, PhD (East Anglia), MAIP

David is an experimental physicist, who developed the first 
southern hemisphere gravitational wave detector NIOBE and 
the Sapphire Clock. He is currently an Honorary Research Fellow 
with the Faculty of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences at 
UWA. He was awarded Western Australian Scientist of the Year 
in 2007, the ANZAAS Medal and Eureka Prize in 2005, the Clunies 
Ross Medal in 2003, and the Boas Medal in 1995. He can be 
contacted at david.blair@uwa.edu.au 

In 1998, David led the development of a 50km2 site at Gingin, near Perth, Western 
Australia, for a proposed southern hemisphere laser interferometer gravitational 
wave detector. He led the creation of the Gravity Discovery Centre, which is a 
major public outreach centre for teaching Einsteinian Physics to schools and the 
general public. The research centre at Gingin pioneered studies of high optical 
power phenomena in gravitational wave detectors. In 2005, this centre became the 
Australian International Gravitational Research Centre (a WA government Centre of 
Excellence) and its research contribution to the LIGO Scientific Collaboration has 
helped enable the first detection of gravitational waves in 2015. It is now part of 
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the ARC Centre of Excellence for Gravitational Wave Discovery, OzGrav 
(http://www.ozgrav.org/). 

Blair leads the Einstein-First education project, a collaboration focused on 
developing Einsteinian physics for the school curriculum. He is a Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of Sciences and the American Physical Society. 

Dr Patrick Rodney BIRD OAM
Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) 1968, PhD’73

After graduating with Honours in 1968, Rod stayed on at UWA 
to complete his PhD in 1972. Rod was awarded with an Order 
of Australia Medal in June 2009 “for service to the environment 
through farm forestry and revegetation programs” and in 2018 
the Glenelg-Hopkins CMA awarded him an Environmental 
Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of his contribution 
to the environment.

Rod was awarded with an Australian Meat Research Postgraduate Scholarship, 
which gave him the opportunity to complete his PhD in Nutrition (Sulphur 
Metabolism of Ruminants). Rod then spent a year in the Department of Animal 
Science working as a Senior Demonstrator, while a staff member was on sabbatical 
leave. After this, in March 1973, he was appointed as Livestock Research Officer for 
the Department of Agriculture, based in Hamilton, Victoria, where his initial research 
focused on beef cattle production systems. 

From 1983, Rod worked on shelter effects on agricultural production; agroforestry 
clearwood systems (pine, eucalypts, acacia and sheoak species); revegetation 
research (including direct-seeding of trees and shrubs); and salinity/water-use 
research on pastures and trees. Promoting the integration of conservation and 
productivity elements within farming systems has been Rod’s main area of interest, 
and his main publications include:
• Trees and Shrubs for south-west Victoria (1996) pp.172 (Department of Agriculture) 

(PR Bird, G Kearney & D Jowett);
• Farm Forestry in Southern Australia: a focus on Clearwood Production of Specialty 

Timber (2000) pp.264 (DPI) (PR Bird);
• Effects of windbreak structure on shelter characteristics (2007) Aust. J. Exp. Agric 47, 

727-737 (Bird PR, Jackson TT, Kearney GA, Roache A);

Trees and shrubs for saline land: research in south-west Victoria (2007) (CRC for Plant-
Based management of Dryland Salinity) pp.93 (Jackson T, Bird PR).

In October 2007, Rod retired as a Senior Research Scientist from the Department of 
Primary Industries at Hamilton, Victoria. He still lives in Hamilton but often travels to 
Perth with his partner Diane to visit daughter Rebecca and grandchildren. 
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Mrs Frances (Fran) Mary BOYDELL
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'69, Med(Special Needs)(Deakin)

Fran Boydell (née Wallace) is ‘grateful for a full and rich life she 
has lived in the fifty years since’ graduating from UWA with her 
Bachelor of Arts in 1968. After graduation she worked in country 
and metropolitan schools, both as a teacher and later as a 
staff worker for the Inter-School Christian Fellowship. “As an 
earnest undergrad, I remember rushing past the Seek Wisdom 
inscription in the Arts building and reminding myself of the 
beginning of the book of Proverbs. Something not forgotten.”

In 1975, Fran moved to Melbourne. “It suited me well. After the initial shock I enjoyed 
my work teaching in a multicultural inner-city school, which attracted a large grant, 
for educational disadvantage, from the Whitlam government.” Although she found 
this experience to be professionally challenging, it both changed her teaching 
practices and her attitude toward education, “I think for the better.”

Fran met her husband and formed lifelong friendships in a vibrant seventies church 
community in Carlton and became a “firmly entrenched coffee snob.” Their two 
children were born in the mid-eighties and in 1997 the family travelled to the UK, 
where Fran’s husband took an exchange post for one year at Eton College. That was 
their chance to see some of Europe. “We also revived our interest in choral music 
and on one memorable Saturday fundraiser in London I sand the Haydn Nelson 
Mass under Sir David Willcocks. Thirty years previously I had sung the same work 
with the UWA undergraduate choir, under Professor Frank Callaway at an interstate 
choral festival in New Norcia.”

Upon their return to Melbourne, Fran retrained as a Special Needs Teacher and 
continued leading a rewarding career teaching young people with physical 
disabilities and health impairments under her retirement. “These days I volunteer 
at church and in the mental health sector, enjoy lots of coffees with friends, attend 
a long standing book group and care for our four-year-old grandson whenever 
possible. I also enjoy dabbling in various forms of Fibre Art, which more recently 
has involved making paper and handmade books.”
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Mr Robert BREDEMEYER
BPsych(Hons)‘67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968, 
GradDipApplLing’73, GradDipCompSt’82

After completing his Bachelor of Psychology in 1967 Robert 
stayed on at UWA to graduate with a Graduate Diploma 
(Education) in 1968. These days, Robert continues as Managing 
Director of JIIG-CAL Australia, a Perth based company and while 
the web-based system has spread throughout Australia and 
New Zealand, he is especially pleased to see UWA making use 
of the software.

Robert was born in Subiaco, to parents who were both born in Perth and 
grandparents who were all born in Australia, which seems to be unusual these days 
(Some might add that this explains quite a bit!)

After completing his secondary education at Mt Lawley High School, Robert enrolled 
at UWA as a WA Education Department “bonded” student. Without much career 
planning, he started studying Maths, Applied Maths, Geography and Psychology. 
For a variety of reasons, Psychology was the discipline that attracted his interest 
the most. Following graduation, he went on to complete his Graduate Diploma, as 
required under the bond and duly set off to teach at Pinjarra High School.

In 1973, Robert returned to UWA to complete a Graduate Diploma in Applied 
Linguistics and then moved to Hamamatsu, central Japan to teach senior high 
school (16-18 year old) students. That was a most interesting and demanding year. 
Robert spent the rest of his employment working as a registered psychologist with 
the WA Education and TAFE system, two years in the UK with the Oxford Education 
Department and several years lecturing in Management Studies. 

Upon returning to Perth from Oxford, Robert completed a part-time Graduate 
Diploma in Computer Studies. Drawing together two personal interests, viz 
computing and career guidance, he started exploring innovative career planning 
systems. His work at Oxford proved a conduit, leading a collaboration with 
Edinburgh University’s outstanding Careers Research Centre and the establishment 
of JIIG-CAL Australia. Five years of international collaboration between these 
organisations resulted in enduring high-quality career planning software and related 
systems for Australia. Robert gratefully acknowledges the unstinting support from 
Edinburgh University’s Centre.
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Associate Professor Carmela BRIGUGLIO
BA ‘67, Diploma of Education 1968, MA’93, PhD’06

Since graduating from UWA with her Bachelor of Arts in 1968, 
Carmela has led a fantastic career in teaching languages, 
literacy and English as a second language, at both secondary 
and tertiary levels. She is currently working at Curtin University, 
Bentley as Manager of the CBS Communication Skills Centre 
in the Curtin Business School. Carmela can be contacted by 
emailing c.briguglio@curtin.edu.au 

Born in Sicily, Carmela migrated as a child with her family to Fremantle, where she 
has lived ever since. She undertook all of her schooling in Fremantle, including 
High School at St Joseph’s College; with the influence of the Sisters of St Joseph 
contributing strongly to her education. 

After high school, Carmela enrolled at UWA in order to complete her Bachelor of Arts 
and Diploma of Education, majoring in Languages. After completing her studies at 
the end of 1967, she became involved in languages and literacy education at both 
secondary and tertiary levels. 

Carmela taught languages in various state schools for some ten years before 
she moved into more centralised roles with the Department of Education and 
Secondary Education Authority (SEA). During this time, she worked as a Languages 
Advisor, Curriculum Officer and Consultant for English as a Second Language (ESL). 
Throughout these years, in addition to getting married, Carmela also travelled; 
mostly throughout Europe and Italy in particular, where she lived and worked for 
two years in the beautiful city of Bologna. 

In 2006, Carmela returned to UWA to complete her PhD, which involved research 
into the use of English as a global language in multinational companies, and the 
implications for education. 

In her spare time, Carmela has also been involved in the amateur theatre group, 
Italian Theatre of WA, with whom she has acted in approximately fifteen plays at 
UWA’s Dolphin Theatre. She has enjoyed this creative outlet immensely. 

Over the last 24 years, Carmela has been working at Curtin University, in a number 
of different roles. She has been fortunate enough to be awarded several Curtin 
University prizes; including an OLT citation and a Fellowship by the National Office 
for Learning and Teaching (OLT) in 2012 for her contribution to teaching and learning 
at a tertiary level. 
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Mr Brandon BROOKSBANK
Bachelor of Engineering 1968

Brandon graduated from UWA with his Bachelor of Engineering 
and set out to fulfill his four-year bond with the Main Roads, who 
had provided him with a cadetship that enabled him to attend 
university. After a long and successful career with Main Roads 
and the Department of Agriculture, Brandon retired to 100 acres 
in the country, where he and his wife Penny keep busy looking 
after hens, sheep and cattle. 

As an immigrant from Africa, Brandon initially could not afford a University 
education. That was, until he received an offer of the Main Roads Engineering 
Cadetship, which paid the handsome sum of £5.13 shillings per week. Full board at 
Currie Hall cost £5 per week, which left Brandon with a full 13sh to spoil himself with 
while studying at UWA. In addition to this, the Cadetship provided Brandon with 
many new and uniquely Australian experiences – such as, an opportunity to live in a 
tin hut on the Nullarbor in the middle of January!

The five years that Brandon spent at UWA includes some of the most enjoyable 
times in his life; particularly after he discovered that the UWA Rugby Club was full of 
guys who loved nothing better than getting muddy on Saturdays and then walking 
just off campus to enjoy time at Steve’s Hotel.

After completing his university studies, Brandon was sent to work for Main Roads in 
Narrogin and later onto Bridge Design and Traffic Services in Perth. After completing 
his four-year cadetship with Main Roads, Brandon was looking for an opportunity 
to broaden his professional horizons, and so he accepted an offer to work as a 
Structural Engineer for Cameron, Chisholm and Nicol Architects. He found less 
restrictions in the private sector and saw his designs actually being built. At the 
time, there was a shopping centre boom in Western Australia and he worked on 
designing most of the big centres (e.g. Garden City). At the same time, long hours 
and hard work were necessary to get jobs completed on time, and annual bonuses 
depended on how good the year has been for the firm.

In 1978, Brandon and his wife, Penny, spent six months travelling through England 
and Europe. Upon their return to Perth, Brandon continued working in the private 
sector until 1986, at which point there was a downturn in the market and he re-
joined the public service as an Assets Manager for Transperth, Main Roads and the 
Department of Agriculture. He retired in 2003 at the age of sixty.

Brandon and Penny have two children and two grandchildren, who range from 
seven to twenty-four years of age.
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Mrs Penelope BROOKSBANK
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd ’73

After graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts in 1968, 
Penelope went on to lead a successful teaching career and has 
flourished in her passion for travel. She married her fellow 1968 
graduate, Brandon Brooksbank and they have two children 
and six grandchildren, ranging in age from seven to twenty-
four. These days, Penelope and Brandon keep busy travelling. 
When they are not travelling, they enjoy life on 100 acres in the 
country, where they have hens, sheep and cows to feed and 
keep them busy.

Penelope (née Pearson) really enjoyed her time at UWA, despite the quality of 
the coffee in the Ref, and appreciated the learned and passionate lecturers she 
encountered during her studies. Her only regret is that the concept of a Gap Year 
hadn’t been invented by then, as she reflects on the life experience and maturity she 
would have gained from the real-world if she had an opportunity to take a gap year 
before going to University; this might have increased her chances of understanding 
and perhaps even enjoying James Joyce’s Ulysses! 

Upon graduating, she followed the usual pathway for a late 1960s graduate with an 
Arts degree and went into teaching. She went on to complete her Gradate Diploma 
of Education in 1973 and started teaching secondary English and Literature in 
various metropolitan high schools. 

In 1978, Penelope’s husband, Brandon Brooksbank (also a 1968 UWA graduate) 
and their two children spent six months travelling throughout England and Europe. 
Upon their return, Penelope started working with the Adult Migrant Education 
Program (AMEP) – at the time called the AMES (Service) - where she taught English 
as a Second Language; while also studying part-time to complete the necessary 
qualifications. This proved to be an extremely interesting and rewarding area in 
which to work. The students came from a range of political situations and countries; 
and they fed Penelope’s passion for travel, that initially began because of her 
undergraduate majors in history and English literature. Contact with the migrant 
and refugee adult students gave her an enduring interest in people and their stories; 
an ongoing interest that continues to enrich her travels.

Travelling continues to be a major preoccupation in her retirement, particularly in 
places where walking is involved. Consequently, a few of the places Penelope has 
walked along include Hadrian’s Wall (which is 73 miles long, stretching from sea to 
sea) in England, the Caledonian Canal in Scotland, the dramatic hillsides and deep 
gorges of the Amalfi Coast Walk and the Cinque Terre, in Italy. 
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Mrs Myra CAKE
Bachelor of Science 1968

After graduating from UWA with her Bachelor of Science, Myra 
Cake (née Pearson) has gone on to lead a successful career 
as a Clinical Biochemist and Proprietor of Network West and 
Community Initiatives Australia. Myra’s career has been people-
focused, strengths-based and outcome-driven. Her evolving 
journey has provided her with a breadth of contacts and a 
depth of experiences. Myra is contactable on 0419 049 233 or at 
comminit@bigpond.net.au 

After completing her Bachelor of Science with a double major in Biochemistry and 
Microbiology, Myra began her working life as a Clinical Biochemist. Then, during 
her child rearing years (in addition to maintaining her interests in Biochemistry and 
achieving Membership of the Australian Association of Clinical Biochemists (AACB) 
by examination) and after two years living in the United States (1974-1976), Myra 
became involved in a variety of Community and Government organisations, on 
Boards, Committees and Councils. This included a term as President of Learning 
Centre Link, and Membership of the Council and Executive of Kingswood College, 
while facilitating life skills groups for the Community Development Centre. 

Returning to the paid workforce in 1989, Myra held a number of consultancy 
positions: at Kingswood College, coordinating the establishment of the Kingswood 
Centre for Applied Ethics Research; at the Health Department of Western Australia, 
as a Ministerial Appointee to Chair the Confidentiality of Health Information 
Committee (1989-1998); at Edith Cowan University, as external community 
member of the University Research Committee, as consultant developing research 
assessment policy for the new University and as Chairperson of their inaugural 
Ethics Committee. 

In November 1990 Myra also facilitated the establishment of the Graduate School of 
Management at the University of Western Australia, and then acted as its Executive 
Officer, followed by a period in the Faculty of Economics, Commerce, Education 
and Law. She was then approached to take up the role of Manager of Professional 
Development and Marketing at the Australian Society of Certified Practicing 
Accountants (ASCPA).

In 1996, Myra established her own business, Network West, consulting and project 
managing in the areas of training, events, life-skills and planning. Early in 1998, she 
was contracted to facilitate and manage Community Initiatives programs in Western 
Australia; working with Land Developers and with the Local and State Government. 
In 1999, Landsdale Gardens won the Urban Development Institute of Australia’s 
Award for Excellence in Community Creation, with a focus on this innovative 
community program. Myra managed the expansion of this community development 
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model through to the establishment of Community Initiatives Australia, as a trading 
arm of Network West, in August 2003. 

From 2002 to 2007, Myra judged the Community Based Planning category of the 
Planning Institute of Australia Awards for Excellence. 

Throughout her career, Myra has enjoyed achievements with the Australian 
Association of Clinical Biochemists (membership by examination), the Australian 
Association for Tertiary Education Management (Associate Fellow), the Australian 
Institute of Company Directors (membership by examination), the Urban 
Development Institute of WA, the Social Entrepreneurs Network, the Asset Based 
Community Development (ABCD) Asia Pacific Network (Founding Member), and the 
Community Development Network of Western Australia (Executive Committee).

Mr Kok Foo CHANG
Bachelor of Engineering 1968/69

Since completing his undergraduate studies at UWA in 1968 
and graduating with a Bachelor of Engineering in 1969, Kok Foo 
Chang has led an interesting and varied career, starting out as a 
mechanical engineer and, now in his retirement, working as an 
Interpreter. He had no idea where Perth was even located when 
he was advised to come here to study – and he certainly had no 
inkling that he would decide to settle and live here!

After finishing Chinese primary school in Sandakan, he moved to an English school 
that was being run by a Catholic Missionary. An ‘English School Leaving Certificate’ 
in those days of the British Colony could allow one to obtain a junior clerical job 
in a government department, or with one of the many Western firms. However, 
Kok Foo was chosen to complete a Higher School Certificate. As a result, he was 
awarded a Colombo Plan Scholarship, which set him on a path of matriculation 
study, progressing toward the completion of a Bachelor of Engineering degree. 
Kok Foo arrived in Perth on the 22nd February 1962 – the same night that the 
American Astronaut, Colonel John Glenn made his historical flight, orbiting around 
the earth in a miniature capsule! He completed his Engineering degree, majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering, in mid-1968 and formally graduated from UWA with other 
Colombo Plan scholars at the beginning of 1969. 

At that time, Kok Foo married and started working with the Fremantle Port 
Authority, where he stayed for two years. Then, in 1971, he returned to his old 
hometown, Sandakan, and was appointed as its first Port Manager. He worked there 
for the Sabah Ports Authority for the next four years. Thereafter, for the next fifteen 
years, Kok Foo moved on to become the Project and Property Manager for a timber 
exporter and oil-palm estate owner, which involved overseeing the construction of 
a 16-storey commercial office building; which at that time was the tallest building in 
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Sandakan. After four years in that position, he was appointed as Assistant General 
Manager for a firm that was involved in extracting and exporting timber and housing 
construction projects. Four years later, he started work as an Authorised Life 
Insurance Agent and Agency Organiser, which involved counselling life and general 
insurance, and training. As a result of his management experience, Kok Foo has 
obtained the status of Fellow of the British Institute of Management.

After seven years, now late 1989, Kok Foo and his wife made the logical and 
serious decision to return to Perth – a decision they made after the, then Malaysian 
Government, converted all the English schools to a Malay medium. They wanted 
their three children to study and learn in English.

Back in Perth again, Kok Foo found work as a part-time Interpreter, and also as 
a Tax-agent. His Certificate from the London School of Arts in Accounting, which 
he acquired via correspondence in 1975 while he was serving as Port Manager 
in Sandakan, came in handy for the latter. He continued working in this way for 
three years, before he moved on to become an Administrative Assistant with the 
Department of Immigration, where he remained for a further three years. 

During this time, Kok Foo studied part-time, in the evenings, at Edith Cowan 
University, towards the completion of his Graduate Certificate in Asian 
Business. He is also a qualified Cantonese-Mandarin Interpreter. Then, in 1996, 
he was appointed to a permanent position of Chinese Liaison Officer with 
a law-enforcement body and later became their multilingual / multicultural 
Administrative Assistant.

Kok Foo’s journey has been long and interesting – going from not knowing where 
Perth was in the world, completing his undergraduate studies at a time when Perth 
was a mere suburban town, with crude infrastructure, and now watching Perth 
become the sophisticated modern city it has become today. Now a self-funded 
retiree, Kok Foo is enjoying a rather leisurely life in Perth. 
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Mr Graham Clive CHAPMAN
Bachelor of Engineering 1968

After graduating with a Bachelor of Engineering, Graham went 
on to specialise in Protection and Substations. Graham started 
his career with the ACTEA in Canberra in August 1967. In August 
1969, Graham married Gillian Skinner, a teacher from Sydney, 
and together they had two sons; both of whom now work in the 
IT industry.

With thirteen years’ experience under his belt, he was ready to progress his career 
to the next level and applied for several management positions and in 1979 was 
appointed as Deputy Chief Engineer for the Tumut River County Council. In 1984, 
Graham moved to Albury where he took up a position as Deputy Chief Engineer for 
Murray River County Council, where he was promoted to Chief Engineer in 1990. He 
was made redundant, however, when the NSW Government nationalised the NSW 
electricity industry and became a self-employed until his retirement in Albury.

Dr Barry CHESSON AM
Bachelor of Science (Physical Chemistry) 1968

Barry has more than 45 years’ experience in Occupational 
Health and Safety, specialising in Occupational Hygiene, Barry 
has served much of his career as Manager of Occupational 
Hygiene for Alcoa’s Western Australian operations. He has 
served as National President for the Australian Institute 
of Occupational Hygienists and also holds the position of 
Adjunct Associate Professor at both Curtin University and Edith 
Cowan University.

After graduating from UWA with Honours in Physical Chemistry, Barry went on to 
receive a PhD in Chemical Safety, a Graduate Diploma in Natural Resources and 
a Masters degree in Applied Science (Health Science). For a majority of his career, 
Barry has been responsible for the delivery of occupational hygiene services to 
Alcoa’s three alumina refineries and two bauxite mines in Western Australia. He was 
responsible for running programs that covered recognition, evaluation and control 
of dust, asbestos and synthetic mineral fibres, noise, vibration, gases, vapours, 
fumes, mists, thermal stress, ionising and non-ionising radiation, ergonomic 
hazards, biohazards, potable water quality, illumination issues, ventilation hazards 
and hazardous chemicals.

In 2015, Barry completed a four-year contract as Senior Occupational Hygienist 
for Chevron’s Australasian Business unit. He is currently Managing Director and 
Principal Consultant for Occupational Hygiene Solutions Pty Ltd; a consultancy 
he established after leaving Alcoa in 2006.
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Barry has served as National President of the Australian Institute of Occupational 
Hygienists (www.aioh.org.au) and is also now Adjunct Associate Professor at Curtin 
University’s School of Public Health and Edith Cowan University’s School of Medical 
and Health Sciences. He has lectured extensively in Australia and overseas on topics 
related to Occupational Hygiene and Environmental Toxicology. Barry is also a 
Fellow of the Australian Institute of Occupational Hygienists, where he is a Certified 
Occupational Hygienist, and has also been certified by the American Board of 
Industrial Hygiene (1985-2017) in the comprehensive practice of industrial hygiene. 
In addition, he is a Chartered Chemist and Fellow of the Royal Australian Chemical 
Institute. He has long been involved with government, industry and unions in the 
development of OSH policy, standards and regulations for Western Australia and 
is currently serving a further term as an Expert Member of the Commission for 
Occupational Safety and Health of WA.

Mr Barry CLARKE
Bachelor of Engineering 1967/68, MSc(CE) ’71

After graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Engineering 
at the end of 1967, Barry has gone on to lead a successful 
career with Main Roads WA and as a Consultant Engineer in 
his retirement. Together, Barry and his wife, Maxine had four 
sons and five grandchildren, and are enjoying country life on 
a modest bushland property, which is interrupted only by an 
annual overseas trip!

Barry, a Cadet Engineer with the Main Roads Department, was amongst the 
cohort of Civil Engineering students who graduated in September 1967, but who 
were formally recorded as graduates of 1968. After graduating from UWA with his 
Bachelor of Engineering, Barry continued with Main Roads WA (MRWA). In May 1967, 
Barry married Maxine and after his graduation he was transferred to the Kimberley 
Division of the MRWA. Initially, Barry operated out of Derby and was then moved to 
Kununurra in 1969.

In 1970, Barry was awarded a Scholarship by the MRWA, through the International 
Road Federation, which enabled him to achieve his Masters of Science degree in 
Civil Engineering, which he completed at Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana, 
USA. This course focused on the delivery of major civil engineering projects. 

After returning to Western Australia, Barry was assigned to the Kalgoorlie Division 
of the MRWA, where he continued gaining experience in the management of road 
networks by day labour and contract. The following years also brought with them 
projects of increasing scope, complexity and duration; in which he was given 
responsibility for planning, design and contract management functions. These 
projects were located in the mining areas around Kalgoorlie, Geraldton and Port 
Hedland Divisions. Barry’s last project in the rural Divisions of the MRWA was the 
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new highway from the Newman townsite to Port Hedland; a distance of 417km, 
which included 26 bridges and which cost approximately $175 million dollars (1980s 
dollars, that is)! When Barry left for Perth in 1985, planning for the project had been 
completed, design and investigation was well ahead of schedule, and 152km of the 
highway, including nine of the bridges, had already been constructed.

Upon his return to the MRWA Head Office in Perth, Barry progressed through 
a number of senior management positions to become the Executive Director 
Metropolitan and Traffic Operations. In this capacity, Barry participated as a 
member of the Corporate Management group, supporting the Commissioner’s 
leadership and direction for Main Roads. He also acted on behalf of the 
Commissioner of Main Roads when required. In addition to gaining engineering 
knowledge, Barry also had the opportunity to attend a number of management 
programs, such as the Advanced Management Program at the Australian 
Administrative Staff College, Mt Eliza, VIC, and continued in-service management 
and information technology programs that were arranged by the WA Office of the 
Executive Personnel. 

Barry has also been involved in various other professional activities. He was 
the Australian representative on the Governing Council of the Road Engineering 
Association of Asia and Australasia (REAAA) and Chairman of the REAAA Australian 
Chapter. He is also past President of the WA Division of the Institution of Engineers 
Australia and a past President of the Rotary Club of East Perth. Barry is also 
a Fellow of the Institution of Engineers Australia, a Fellow of the International 
Road Federation, and a Member of the Australian Management College, 
Mt Eliza Association.

Barry retired from the MRWA in 1998 and set himself up as a Consultant Engineer 
in 1999. He was responsible for contract recommendations for the approval of the 
privatisation of maintenance and improvement works to the road systems within 
Western Australia and has also been a consultant on contract submissions for 
various companies within Australia and overseas. 

These days, Barry and Maxine are enjoying the country life, after purchasing a 
modest parcel of land, clearing the virgin bush, and planting approximately 7000 
Proteaceae and fully reticulated the property. They look forward to an annual 
overseas trip and welcome visits from their five grandchildren. 
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1967 Civil Engineering Graduands:

Back Row (L-R): Mac Ngan Boon; Brandon Brooksbank; Barry 
Clarke; John Jeffreys; George Kikiros; Tom Flintoff.

Front Row (L-R): Ng Kam Wah; Robert Mercer; John Wallis; Des 
Harvey; Ted Pritchard; Peter Kerr. 

(Courtesy of Barry Clarke, 2018)
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Mr Gary John CONGDON
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'69

With a Bachelor of Arts double majoring in English and 
Psychology complete, Gary graduated from UWA in 1968. 
He then completed his Graduate Diploma in Education and 
taught primarily as a Guidance Officer in schools throughout 
Western Australia.

For two years after graduation, Gary taught English at Eastern 
Goldfields Senior High School before he transferred into Guidance and Special 
Education. For the next eight years he held the position of Guidance Officer at Kent 
Street Senior High School, Eastern Goldfields Senior High School and Port Hedland 
Senior High School.

In 1979, Gary took a year off teaching to spend seven months touring Britain and 
Western Europe with his wife and teenage children. Upon their return to Australia, 
Gary spent a year teaching at Scarborough Senior High School before he decided 
to go into business with his Sister. “Along with our spouses we purchased a small 
publishing business, producing programmes, year books and magazines for various 
sporting organisations, as well as The Tourist Guild to Western Australia.” Three 
years later, Gary returned to work for the Education Department and was appointed 
as Guidance Officer at Hollywood Senior High. He retired from the Education 
Department in 1987 and worked for his Sister again in their publishing business for 
several years, travelling the State to consult with local Tourist Bureaus and selling 
advertising space. 

“In 1988 I became one of the foundation members of the Rockingham and Districts 
branch of University of the 3rd Age, an organisation sponsored by UWA. During 
the 30 enjoyable years I belonged to the Rockingham U3A I severed several years 
as Coordinator of Courses and later as President of the branch for two years. U3A 
also gave me the opportunity of lecturing in Western Medieval History and Russian 
History, both in Rockingham and Perth.” Since retirement, Gary has also enjoyed 
being part of REVISE, an organisation that recruits ex-teachers to spend a few weeks 
every year at outback locations where they voluntarily assist children who are doing 
their school work through one of the regional Schools of the Air, and are assisted 
by their mothers. “The idea is to give mums a break and kids someone different 
to oversee their schoolwork, while the tutors enjoy the interaction with outback 
families. Over the past 25 years I have spent happy times at Barn Hill Caravan 
Park, south of Broome, Balladonia Roadhouse on the Nullabor and at Woodlands, 
Billabong and Winning Stations, often returning to the same place year after year.”
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Mr Alasdair Wilson COURTNEY
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd’85

After graduating from UWA as a Bachelor of Arts in 1968, 
Alasdair continued as a staff member at Scotch College, where 
he was to remain for the rest of his working life. When he retired 
the Scotch College Council honoured him for his remarkable 
50 year contribution to the college. He is now enjoying a quiet 
life in his retirement.

Alasdair had been a pupil at Nedlands State School during WW2. He recalls 
the frequent air raid practices, which saw all the children running out from the 
classrooms and diving into slit trenches – “great fun!” In 1949 and 1950 he attended 
Scotch College, before finishing his education at Scotch College Melbourne. His 
father had contributed to the establishment of Scotch’s Pipe Band and in later years 
Alasdair became its patron, an honour that he recognised through his support of the 
band’s activities.

In 1958 he joined the academic staff at Scotch College, teaching a diverse range 
of subjects including English, Mathematics, and Social Studies at Middle School 
level and later Latin at all levels. Succeeding years saw continued residential 
and academic involvement culminating in 1987 with resignation from teaching, 
residence, and all commitments other than Archives and Highland Games. 
Throughout this time Alasdair was ably supported by his wife, Sue, who in more 
recent years is living in Darwin to be closer to their daughter. 

Somehow, Alasdair managed to complete his Bachelor of Arts degree at UWA, 
majoring in Latin and Greek. Originally intending to major in English, Alasdair 
describes how he was ‘seduced into Classics by Greek’ and how that led him into 
Latin and Ancient History. “My first tutor, Dr Cornelis de Heer, was a first rate teacher 
and in fact the School of Classics was entirely staffed by highly qualified academics, 
which helped to make these studies so rewarding.” Alasdair’s Latin tutor was Dr Jim 
Willis, who led his class of two in two-hour sessions on Friday afternoons and he 
recalls how Dr Willis ‘used to send out to University House for a plate of sandwiches, 
while he poured us all a glass of sherry to enjoy while we worked.’

When Professor Mervyn Austin retired from UWA in 1978 he invited Alasdair to spend 
a couple of hours a week with him reading Horace’s Odes. Alasdair recalls how 
Professor Austin “had a wealth of knowledge and knew his Horace in extraordinary 
detail. He was kind enough to share his enthusiasm with me, so when I am 
approached by someone with that rare desire to learn Latin, I feel I must help.” 
Alasdair never really left UWA, leading a Latin reading group one evening each week 
under the auspices of Adeste Humaniores, a community outreach group associated 
with the School of Humanities. 
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Alasdair was described by the Scotch College Council 
as an ‘outstanding Commanding Officer of the College 
Cadet Unit’ where ‘his strong leadership ability, 
insistence on high standards from the cadets and 
capable administrative skills ensured the strength of 
the unit throughout a period of major change’ 
between 1961 and 1980. Alasdair’s belief in the value 
of Army training and discipline saw that the Scotch 
College Cadet Unit was always at the forefront of WA 
cadet units. Alasdair is the recipient of the Australian 
Defence Medal and the Cadet Forces Medal.

Alasdair brought the qualities he demonstrated 
as Commanding Officer of the Cadet Unit to the 

classroom, where his love for Latin and Ancient History also shone through, making 
him a gifted and respected teacher who had the capacity to teach a wide range 
of subjects. 

Alasdair’s broad knowledge of Scottish customs also led him to organise and teach 
Scottish Country Dancing. In 1976 Alasdair also organised the first Highland Games, 
which subsequently became a thoroughly enjoyable biennial event at Scotch 
College until 2001. Many still have fond memories of the Ceilidh that followed the 
Centenary Highland Gathering. In 1980 Alasdair was appointed as College Archivist. 
He was regularly seen preparing mounted displays of archival material and there 
was no-one better informed or more helpful with information about the college’s 
history than he was. 

The meticulous care he has always shown was demonstrated in his contribution 
to the research for Scotch College’s centenary history titled Building A Tradition: A 
History of Scotch College, by Emeritus Professor Jenny Gregory (UWA) and published 
in 1997. The 135 pages of appendices that Alasdair contributed to this publication 
was a major component of the project. 
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Mr John Ernest Lane CRIPPS AO
BA‘61, Masters of Science (Agriculture) 1968

After completing his Bachelor of Arts at UWA in 1961, John 
returned to UWA to complete his Masters of Science in 
Agriculture, which he was awarded at the graduation in April 
1968. John has spent his career making significant contributions 
to the horticultural industry of Australia, particularly through 
his contribution to breeding the Pink Lady and Sundowner 
apples, which have become household names in the minds 
of all Australians. 

John was born on the 9th April 1927 in Steyning, Sussex, England. He graduated 
from the University of Reading with a degree in Horticulture and decided to 
immigrate to Western Australia in 1955, after receiving a job offer from the 
Department of Agriculture.

By 1959, he had become a specialist horticulturalist and started work on developing 
rootstocks that were compatible with Western Australian soils. John worked out 
strategies for improved irrigation and fertilizers that were better suited to the local 
environment, and identified methods for controlling crops and ensuring more 
consistent annual crop yields.

Then, in 1972, John commenced an apple breeding program with the Department 
of Agriculture, which resulted in Pink Lady (Cripps Pink) and Sundowner (Cripps Red) 
apples being made available on the Australian market. Subsequently, the Pink Lady 
apple was registered in Australia and is now grown and sold as plants to orchards 
and to grocers throughout the world! It is a favourite apple in many countries; due to 
their unique flavor, sweetness and storage. In Australia, Pink Lady and Sundowner 
are now household names. 

In 2010, John was inducted into the Hall of Fame for the Royal Agricultural Society 
of Western Australia for his significant influence on the apple industry in Australia. 
Then, on Australia Day 2016 John was appointed as an Officer of the Order of 
Australia medal for his distinguished contributions to the agriculture and food 
sectors, to the apple industry and to the Australian community.
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Adjunct Professor 
Michael CUNNINGHAM WOOD
BEc'66, Bachelor of Arts 1968, PhD'81

Michael (Mike) Wood has led a diverse career since graduating 
from UWA with first a Bachelor of Economics in 1966 and then a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1968. He has been a Journalist, an Academic, 
a Senior Public Servant as Public Service Commissioner, head of 
the Department of Local Government, Chair of the WA Salaries 

and Allowances Tribunal, Director of his own strategy company and Dean of the Curtin 
Business School. Mike is currently an Adjunct Professor at the University of Notre Dame 
Australia in the Business School at its Fremantle campus, where he recently designed 
two units on leadership in the Catholic intellectual tradition. He also undertakes 
work involving the international accreditation of business schools for the European 
Foundation for Management Development. 

Mike taught Public Policy at the University of Tasmania, at Curtin University and 
UWA, and taught Leadership and Strategy at Notre Dame, Fremantle. During his 
time in the Public Service, as Chair of the WA Local Government Grants Commission, 
he contributed to the reform of Cabinet processes and local government grants 
funding. He has published on Australian local government, State administration, 
electoral behavior and federalism. He recently completed a period as Chair of 
Member (trustees) for Rush Community Services, having been the founding Chair 
of its Board in the 1990s. 

Mike served for several years on the St Thomas Moore College Council at The 
University of Western Australia (he had been a Senior Student at the College in 
1966) and was for a short time on the Board of the former St Anne’s Hospital. Mike 
is also a member of the International Scientific Committee at Eduniversal, a French 
organisation which ranks business Schools. 

Mike and his wife, Judy married in Tasmania in 1972. They have two daughters, one 
son and a grandson – all of whom live in Western Australia. Mike has led a lucky life 
and is forever grateful to his parents and for the exciting life he had at University, 
with its academic and social life and the lifelong friends he made there. Mike can be 
contacted at mikewood10@bigpond.com 
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Dr Graham DAVIES
BSc’64, PhD (Marine Geology) 1968

After completing a Bachelor of Science, Graham stayed on 
at UWA to complete his Doctorate on the Marine Geology 
of Shark Bay, Graham has conducted geological projects 
around the world, received numerous awards, still features 
on the logo for the Western Australian Speleological Group 
(WASG) and has even had a fossil organism named after him — 
Eopalaeoaplysina daviesi (2014) for published work on related 
reef-building Paleozoic organisms in the Arctic.

After receiving his PhD from UWA in 1968, Graham’s PhD thesis was published in 
the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) Memoir 13 (1970) and 
Graham accepted a post-doctoral position at Rice University, Houston, Texas. 
Graham then moved to Calgary and spent seven years working with the Geological 
Survey of Canada (GSC) where he was involved in extensive fieldwork on the 
Canadian Arctic Archipelago—only 600 miles from the North Pole!

Eopalaeoaplysina daviesi ng/sp with ponded sediments, submarine 
cements (Anderson and Beauchamp, 2014).

During his early career, Graham received offers for teaching positions at the 
Universities of San Diego, Connecticut, Windsor and also as head of geological 
research at the then-new Australian Institute of Marine Sciences (AIMS) in 
Townsville—which he initially accepted, but then decided to remain in Canada. By 
1977, Graham was co-founder and owner of AGAT Consultants in Calgary, which also 
had an office in Denver, Colorado and later added AGAT Laboratories. When AGAT 
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sold in the mid-1980s, Graham started GDGC Ltd. Graham spent 29 years teaching 
two five-day courses each year, titled ‘Geology for Engineers,’ with an associate 
from Denver. He has also published approximately 80 papers, most of these being 
on topics related to the Arctic and Canadian Geology, and has authored and/or 
co-authored over 650 consulting reports for over 280 companies in the Canadian, 
US and international petroleum industry. He has also conducted geological 
projects in Ghana, Jordan and other countries around the world. In 1975, Graham 
was Vice-President of the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists (CSPG). He 
has also received the following awards from CSPG: the A.D. Baillie Award in 1993 
for best student Geological oral presentation; the R.J.W. Douglas Medal in 2002 
for “outstanding and ongoing contributions to Canadian petroleum geology”; and 
the Medal of Merit in 2007 for best paper on Canadian petroleum geology. In 2008, 
Graham was also recipient of the Wallace E. Pratt Memorial Award from AAPG in 
2008 for best paper in the AAPG Bulletin.

Mr Neal DAVIS
Bachelor of Economics 1968

After completing his Bachelor of Economics in 1968, Neal led 
a successful and interesting career in the Australian Public 
Service, in Canberra, from which he retired from in 2005. 
Neal and his wife Gill have four children and (currently) four 
grandchildren. While Neal sends his apology for being unable to 
attend the 2018 50th Reunion, he thoroughly enjoyed the UWA 
Reunion for Bachelor of Economics and Commerce Students of 
1965-68, which was held in December 2016.

In 1964, during his student days, Neal was a member of the UWA Colts Rugby Union 
side that won the Grand Final 27-0. This score remains the highest winning margin of 
any UWA rugby side in a Grand Final. Neal has continued to play rugby and referee in 
the ACT until 2008.

Following his exams, Neal married Gill in December 1966. They left for Canberra in 
January 1967, where Neal took up a position with the then Department of National 
Development. Majoring in Economics and Geography served Neal well in finding his 
feet in this new environment and he soon became involved in the development and 
implementation of Australian Government policies related to the mining and export 
of Australian minerals and energy resources. 

Aside from working with Ministers, Neal was frequently in contact with Australian 
mining companies, visited numerous mining projects and represented the 
Australian Government at international meetings. 

In 1978, Neal was assigned to the Australian Embassy in Tokyo as Counsellor 
(Resources); where he remained until 1982. This position involved close liaison 
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with senior Japanese Government officials and business representatives on 
issues related to Japanese interests in Australian resources, as well as explaining 
Australian Government policy.

Upon his return to Canberra in 1982, Neal continued with his responsibilities relating 
to Australian mineral and energy exports. In 1985, however, he was then moved 
onto the Department of Trade, where he took up responsibilities for Australian 
Bilateral Trade Relations with South-East Asia, the South Pacific and New Zealand. 
This position involved regular travel to represent Australia at bilateral and regional 
meetings, and participation in trade negotiations.

In 1987, following the amalgamation of the then Department of Trade and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Neal was in charge of the Economic Organisations 
Branch of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Here he was given the 
responsibility to develop policy positions on issues arising out of Australia’s 
membership of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), United Nations Economic Agencies, the Commonwealth, Regional Economic 
Organisations and related trade and economic bodies. 

During the 1990s, Neal held the following positions: Deputy High Commissioner, 
Australian High Commission, PNG (1990 – 1993); Deputy Head of Mission, Australian 
Embassy, Republic of Korea (1993 – 1995); and Australian High Commissioner 
(Ambassador), Australian High Commission, Brunei Darussalam (1995 – 1999). In 
all of these positions, Neal had responsibility for bilateral and regional political, 
trade and economic issues, as well as Australia’s participation in regional economic 
organisations and the management of the offices. 

In 2001, Neal joined the Office of National Assessments (ONA) as Senior Trade 
Analyst, which involved research and report writing for the Prime Minister and 
Ministers, on bilateral, regional and multilateral trade issues, with implications for 
Australia and Australian trade policies and trade relations. Neal continued in this 
capacity until his retirement in 2005. 
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Ms Elizabeth Kim DOUGLAS
Bachelor of Arts 1968

Ms Elizabeth Kim Douglas (née Mills) graduated from UWA in 
1968. Kim has fond memories from her time as a student at UWA 
include Hal Colebatch presenting “A Nice Night with Death,” 
reading works by morose poets and performing in French and 
English plays in Western Australia and interstate; including Collin 
O’Brien’s lauded production of “Scent of Flowers.” Snapshots 
of discovering Perth in the 1960s, the true curries at the old 

Refectory in Hackett Hall, wearing the university campus atmosphere like a beautiful 
garment and remembering how UWA was known simply as THE University back then – 
and still is in her mind.

Kim first enrolled at UWA as a law student in 1962, but later transferred over into 
an Arts degree. She fell in love with the physical and cultural aesthetics of UWA 
and would have continued on at UWA perpetually, had it not been for the WA 
Newspapers’ graduate recruitment program. She went onto to become a Journalist 
with the West Australian, then the Daily News, then onto working as a Stringer for 
the UK Tabloids.

During her second marriage to Journalist and Editor, Jim Magnus, she raised her 
son, Lachlan Mills, who went on to become a UWA Graduate. Jim’s son Lawson and 
daughter’s Lucy and Tanami went on to become UWA Graduates also.

Kim happily revisited UWA to study some additional units, and a short-lived 
Masters, and went on to work for Professor Frank Callaway as a Public Relations/
Journalist for the inaugural Indian Ocean Arts Festival. She then joined the 
Australian Consolidated Press as the Western Australian bureau chief, followed 
by the Australian Women’s Weekly and later became the Western Australian ACP 
representative for the next twenty years. Subsequently, Kim became a contract 
editor, writer for the Western Australian government departments until her 
retirement, with a short spell in the UWA Public Affairs Unit under John McIlwraith.
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Mr Ian DUNDAS
Bachelor of Science 1968, GradDipEd’72

Graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Science, Ian got off 
to a quick start, with his teaching career at Scarborough High 
School and Northam High School. His subsequent career in 
Electronic Data Systems has taken him all over the world! In his 
retirement, Ian has returned to Melbourne to be with his son, 
daughter and three grandchildren and enjoys playing golf – 
rather badly – and continues to be an avid reader, traveller and 
babysitter to his grandchildren.

During his time as an undergraduate at UWA, Ian, alongside Robert Holmes à Court, 
Janet (née Ranford) and others, played an instrumental part in establishing the UWA 
Flying Club and is infamous for having crashed the Club’s first plane!

After a few years of teaching, Ian went on to complete Officer training during his 
two years of National Service. He then moved to Melbourne to work for General 
Motors-Holden. In 1982, he was transferred Vauxhall Motors in the UK. When 
General Motors acquired Ross Perot’s Electronic Data Systems (EDS) in 1985, Ian 
transferred to EDS and moved to Antwerp, Belgium, where he worked as General 
Manager of EDS, Belgium. In 1989, Ian was again transferred to Zurich, Switzerland 
to establish EDS’s first pan-European Strategic Business Unit. Here, Ian worked to 
support and develop General Motors Europe’s IT systems. After this, Ian went on to 
run Leadership and Employee Development for EDS in Europe, the Middle-East and 
Africa. He continued leading multi-country teams in transformational initiatives that 
were designed to move EDS towards becoming a global company.

Taking early retirement from EDS in 2001, Ian returned to his Education roots 
and began teaching various subjects at the Inter-Community School in Zurich. 
He also took on the position of IT Manager in the school, and was responsible for 
implementing many systems and processes that would support the development of 
staff and students, and the growth of the school.

Retiring in 2014, Ian returned to Melbourne to spend more time with his family.
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Mr Brian EASTON AO
Bachelor of Arts 1968

After graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Arts, Brian’s 
career led him on a path into the State Government, and onto 
Conservation work and in zoos around Australia. Brian and 
Tricia, his wife of fifty-four years have four children and five 
grandchildren, and now in retirement they are involved in 
sustainable living practices and working to restore native flora 
to a bush block in the South-west.

After graduating from UWA, Brian had planned on applying his Psychology major to 
a career in Counselling and Conflict Resolution. Instead, his career pathway led him 
into public administration with both the Federal and State Governments. 

Brian was working in the Commonwealth Public Service Commission in Perth 
when Prime Minister Whitlam was elected in 1972. During his time there, Brian 
was involved in an early initiative to establish the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs, which would include the transfer of responsibility for Aboriginal planning 
in Western Australia to the Federal Government. He joined this new agency and 
eventually became WA Director. Subsequently, when a different Federal government 
transferred some responsibility back to the State Government, Brian was appointed 
as Deputy Commissioner to lead the new agency. 

Some years later, Brian handed over the reins to the first Aboriginal person to be 
appointed Commissioner, while he went on to join the Education Department. 
During that time, Brian spent a year in Canada on a cross-cultural project that was 
proposing ways for North American Indians to manage their own education system. 

Upon his return to WA, Brian was appointed as Chief of Staff to the Attorney General 
and undertook a review of all aspects of operations on Rottnest Island for Premier 
Hon Richard Court AC. Subsequently, Brian was appointed as Resident CEO for 
the Rottnest Island Authority in order to implement recommendations from that 
review. Four years later, Brian was appointed as CEO of Perth Zoo, during which 
time he spent four very interesting years not only as CEO but also residing within the 
grounds of the Perth Zoo!

After this, Brian worked as Director of the Melbourne Zoo. Following on from this he 
spent two years as a government intermediary for a conservation breeding project 
that was working to import elephants from Thailand into Melbourne Zoo and 
Taronga Zoo.

Since retiring, Brian’s activities have included acting as Chair of the Conservation 
Commission of WA, as the inaugural Chair of the Brunswick River Restoration Group. 
Today, he is continuing his role as Chair of the Perth Zoo Board.
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Mr Peter ELDERFIELD
Bachelor of Science 1968, GradDipEd’69, BEd’71

After graduating with his Bachelor of Science, and shortly after 
with a Graduate Diploma in Education, Peter started teaching 
Mathematics at Northam Senior High School in 1969. Since 
retiring from his teaching career, Peter and Jill, his wife of 46 
years, enjoy off-road caravanning around Australia.

Peter grew up in a leafy area on the border of Wembley and 
Floreat Park in Perth Western Australia. Some may find it 

hard to believe but back then the bakery next door had its own stables to keep the 
horses that pulled the bread carts around the suburbs! The “Iceman” also came 
around about once a week, while the corner of Cambridge and Birkdale Streets 
hosted a myriad of ‘corner stores’. Tom the Cheap came along later. 

“When I was growing up, that area was blessed with acres of public open spaces, 
meaning life was mostly outdoors. I attended Floreat Primary School and was 
privileged to attend Perth Modern School. I worked on the wheat bins during my 
vacations, which over subsequent years brought priceless experiences. My time 
as an undergraduate student at UWA was tumultuous; spent grappling with the 
demands of study and the relentless need to socialise and have fun.” 

With his degree and a Graduate Diploma in Education under his belt, Peter 
commenced his teaching career in 1969 as a Mathematics teacher at Northam 
Senior High School. In 1972, Peter married Jill Spencer and began their lives 
together. Together they have three sons; Richard (b.1975), David (b.1979, dec.) and 
Michael (b.1981). Family life revolved around teaching, quite a bit of travel around 
Australia and overseas, camping, orienteering and rogaining (long-distance, cross-
country navigation). Peter’s first sport, Tennis, succumbed to shoulder and knee 
problems long ago. Richard and Michael both thrived in the outdoors and have 
subsequently enjoyed successful careers as Officers in the Army; where life was 
apparently less vigorous than it was at home! 

Throughout his teaching career, Peter received appointments to teach in 
Swanbourne, South Fremantle, back to Northam, Bunbury, Ontario (Canada), 
Newman and Newton Moore SHS in Bunbury. In 2002, at the ripe-old-age of 55, 
Peter retired from his position as Principal at Newton Moore SHS and was fortunate 
enough to stay on and keep busy with casual employment, primarily in timetabling 
and administration, for the next eleven years. 

In his leisure time, Peter has also been Front of House Volunteer – though not a 
member of any congregation – at the Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre 
for almost thirty years. He has also enjoyed assisting YouthCARE and being a 
supporting body for various school chaplaincies. 
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These days, Peter and Jill strive to stay fit, even as the aches and pains increase. 
Peter enjoys playing Golf – which might be better known as “Anger Management” 
and is a Level 2 coach; while Jill spends hundreds of hours introducing children to 
Orienteering. They have both loved spending time in their little, off-road caravan, 
which is a veteran of the Great Central Road, the Birdsville, Oodnadatta and the 
Strzelecki tracks. Although that van has now sold, a new and better appointment 
van awaits new adventures! Perhaps some of you will see Peter and Jill out there 
on the road.

Associate Professor Graeme EWERS
Bachelor of Dental Surgery/Science 1968, PhD’87

Graeme was amongst a lucky few students who graduated 
from the School of Dentistry in 1968. His career path has taken 
him from part-time Tutor to Associate Professor, with many 
Fellowships along the way. These days, Graeme continues 
travelling to the US twice per year, to fulfill the duties of his 
position as Australian and New Zealand Coordinator of an 
international dental fraternity. When Graeme and his wife have 

the chance, they enjoy spending time at their retirement home in glorious Augusta. 

Graeme decided that he wanted to study Dentistry when he was just eleven years 
old. When his father transferred to Perth late in 1962, it became possible for Graeme 
to enroll to study Dentistry at UWA. Life in the old Dental School on Wellington 
Street was tough. Only four out of forty-three students who enrolled in the course 
in 1963 graduated in 1968. Graeme was amongst the lucky ones; driven by his fierce 
determination to succeed.

Following his graduation, Graeme started his career as a part-time Tutor at 
the School of Dentistry. During the 1970s, he spent three years teaching at the 
Northwestern University Dental School in Chicago. More recently, Graeme and his 
wife, Dr Lyn Loreck (1975), have been teaching Dentistry at Charles Sturt University 
in Orange, NSW. 

Graeme has always been interested in sport and for 25 years was the team dentist 
for the West Coast Eagles. In 1965, he joined the Cottesloe Golf Club, where he 
became Captain for three years and went on to become President. At his best, he 
played off single figures. His greatest honour was being invited to join the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews; and now every September involves travel to 
St Andrews, where they have recently acquired a small apartment!

Graeme returned to UWA in the early 1980s and complete his PhD in Dental 
Materials in 1986. Along the way, he has been awarded Fellowships in the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy, the Academy of Dental Materials, the Academy of Dentistry 
International and the International College of Dentists. 
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For ten years Graeme was a member of the Dental Board of Western Australia, 
and for nine years he was an Examiner for the Royal Australasian College of Dental 
Surgeons. From 2002 he was also an examiner for the Australian Dental Council. 

Somehow, amongst all of these activities, Graeme managed to find the time to run a 
busy and successful General Practice in West Perth; which he retired from in 2012. In 
2013, Graeme also retired from his position as Associate Professor.

View of the Winthrop Tower in the distance taken from Stirling 
Highway including streetscape – 6 August 1968

(Courtesy of the UWA Archives – 27283P)
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Mr Chris FANDRY
Bachelor of Science (Hons) 1968

After completing his Bachelor of Science (Hons) majoring in 
Mathematics, Chris went on to complete his PhD at Monash 
University in 1971, followed by post-doctorates in the US and 
a series of lectureships back in Australia. With an industrious 
career with several universities and the CSIRO, Chris has risen to 
the rank of CSIRO Chief and received the CSIRO Medal in 1990. 

Chris arrived in Australia, with his brother and refugee parents, on the Anna Salen 
in 1951. After living in a tent in Dumbleyung for two years, his family moved to Perth 
and he started school at Eden Hill PS. He completed his schooling at Governor 
Stirling Senior High in 1964, and with distinctions in Mathematics, Physics and 
Chemistry, he went on to complete his Bachelor of Science (Hons) at UWA between 
1965 and 1968. Chris’ passion for Applied Mathematics was inspired by excellent 
UWA lecturers, particularly Professor John J. Mahony.

In 1969, Chris moved to Melbourne to take up a CSIRO postgraduate scholarship 
in the Department of Mathematics at Monash University and completed his PhD, 
which focused on “Wind-Driven Ocean Circulation.” Soon after, he moved to 
Baltimore, Maryland to take up a two-year CSIRO post-doctoral fellowship with the 
Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences at John Hopkins University and then 
at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado. His role was 
to develop numerical models of the ocean for global climate studies—long before 
“climate change” was common knowledge.

Chris returned to Melbourne in 1973 to accept a lectureship in Mathematics 
at Monash University, where he remained until 1980. In 1978, he spent a year 
on sabbatical in the School of Oceanography at the Oregon State University 
in Corvallis. With an invitation to join the CSIRO at the Australian Numerical 
Meteorology Research Centre in Melbourne, Chris took up work again on the 
development of ocean models for climate and other applications in 1980. Four 
years later he was invited to join the new CSIRO Division of Oceanography in 
Hobart, Tasmania; where he remained for fourteen years and achieved the role of 
Chief of the Division. Then, in 1998, Chris accepted an invitation as Director of the 
North West Shelf Joint Environmental Management Study, a collaborative program 
between CSIRO and the CSIRO Division of Marine Research in Perth. 

Chris retired in 2007—briefly—before being invited to continue working part-time 
for a private oceanographic consulting company in Perth to work with them to 
develop numerical models of the ocean with applications for engineering design 
of offshore structures for large oil and gas companies, on the North West Shelf and 
around the world. Eleven years on and Chris continues his work for this consultancy 
in Perth today. 
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Chris has one daughter, Susan, who is now 30 and lives in Sydney, where she works 
as a Forensic Scientist for the NSW Police Department.

Mr George FAULDS
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDip’69

After graduating from UWA in 1968, George began a long and 
successful career as a Mathematics teacher in several Western 
Australian high-schools; the longest stint being twenty wonderful 
years at Narrogin SHS. These days, George and his wife, Jan, are 
enjoying their retirement from their family home in Menora.

George was born in Kirkcaldy, Scotland in 1947 and moved to 
Western Australia with his parents and two siblings in 1960. The family spent two 
years at the Graylands Migrant Hostel before George’s parents purchased a house 
in Claremont. Soon after arriving in Perth, George started attending Hollywood SHS 
and graduated from there in 1964. His teenage years were spent playing soccer with 
Cottesloe-Graylands. 

The following year, George began his university degree at UWA and joined the 
University Soccer Club and returned to play for Cottesloe in their senior competition. 
He later went on to coach soccer for the Bunbury Tricolore, during the early 1970s. 
George graduated from UWA with his Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Mathematics, in 
1968 and completed a Diploma of Education soon after. By 1969, he commenced his 
teaching career with his first appointment at Newton Moore SHS in Bunbury. After 
two years, he transferred to Bunbury SHS, where he taught for five years, before 
moving to Mt Lawley SHS in 1976. One year later, George was promoted to Senior 
Master of Mathematics at Mt Barker SHS. During this time in Mt Barker, George met 
Jan Dawson – a fellow UWA graduate – and they married toward the end of 1977. The 
next five years were spent in Mt Barker. 

At the end of 1982, George successfully applied for a transfer to Narrogin SHS, 
where he spent a wonderful twenty years as Head of Department, and one year 
as Acting Deputy in 1989. Throughout the 1990s, George suffered several bouts of 
clinical depression, which finally forced him to retire in 2002. At this time, George 
and Jan moved to Perth and settled in Jan’s family home in Menora, where they still 
reside today. 

In 2005, George was invited to join the Country High School Hostel Authority and 
spent 18 months on that board. Then, from 2007 – 2010 be was a Community 
Representative on the City Beach Residential College Board of Management.

George dedicates most of his mornings to walking and attends his local gym three 
times per week. He also enjoys reading, gardening, family history, photography, 
cooking, attending classical concerts at WAAPA and barracking for Perth Glory! 
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George and Jan also keep in regular contact with their two wonderful children, 
who reside in Brisbane and Southampton, UK, and enjoying visiting their three 
grandchildren in Brisbane each year. They have also taken up opportunities to 
travel the world; returning to the UK several times, as well as visiting parts of Europe, 
Russia and New Zealand.

Mr John FERRELL OAM
BA’64, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968

John completed his Bachelor of Arts at UWA before graduating 
with his Graduate Diploma of Education in 1968. John’s teaching 
career has revolved around History, English and French. 
Throughout his career, John has been developing his expertise in 
history fieldwork and has gone on to become an Oral Historian. 
John’s ‘service to community history’ was recognised on Australia 
Day 2018, when he was awarded the Order of Australia Medal. 

Born in Albany in 1938, John completed twelve years of schooling before 
commencing his studies at UWA and Claremont Teacher’s College in 1956. The 
UWA campus was a very different place back then. The one and only car-park was 
not sealed, and the bike shed held equal importance to it. People were allowed to 
climb Winthrop Hall tower, as well, in order to admire the views. In those days, the 
Library formed part of the original Arts building, and later moved to the undercroft of 
Winthrop Hall (before Reid Library was built). John recalls listening to the University 
Choral Society, who practiced for their events while he was studying in the library. 
Psychology was a poor relation, which was housed in a prefabricated building, which 
has long since been demolished. Even the Arts Lecture Theatre (the only one) was a 
temporary building and “of course, who could forget the Refectory.”

After just two years of study, John was appointed to country schools, where he 
continued his studies externally while teaching. John returned to the city briefly in 
1963, in order to complete his Bachelor of Arts via part-time study. His subsequent 
appointment was to Albany, where he studied externally for his Diploma of 
Education, which he achieved and graduated with in 1968. John went on to become 
Principal of Boddington District High School, became a Senior Master of History and 
pioneered the teaching of History through fieldwork, using street-scape studies, 
photography, cemetery studies, oral histories and even a small dig. Toodyay was 
the scene of some of these studies, where John’s Fremantle students were able to 
apply their expertise locally. John has applied his experiences in history fieldwork to 
writing a history of the district, titled Becoming Boddington, which was published 
in 1992. Since then, John has enjoyed completing interviews with retired members 
of the Federal and State Governments, and working on projects for various shires 
and private individuals. These days, John’s association with UWA is mostly spent in 
relaxation at the University Club.
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Mr William (Tom) FLINTOFF
Bachelor of Engineering 1968

Since graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Engineering 
(Civil) in 1968, Tom has gone on to complete his Masters 
(Science) and a Diploma of the Imperial College (DIC), and holds 
Australian qualifications as an accredited, Chartered Engineer 
(CPEng, MIEAust, MHKIE). As of 2006, Tom continues working 
in Civil Engineering, as a contract consultant for Wood Group 
in Australia and PNG. He has plans to retire from the industry 
this year… 

After graduating from UWA, Tom moved to Sydney to work as a Materials Engineer 
for the Commonwealth Department of Works. During his time there, Tom worked 
on airport projects, like the runway extension at Kingsford Smith into Botany Bay 
and the Snowy Mountains Scheme, which involved work on specialised concrete, 
rock mechanics and welding design for the Murray 2 and Talbingo Power Station 
projects. Then, he was off to the UK to gain work experience, by contributing to 
motorway and landslip projects throughout the country. During his time there, Tom 
was lucky enough to meet Gwenda, from Sydney, and they married. 

In 1974, Tom won a place in the Imperial College of Soil Mechanics Masters program. 
With his Masters under his belt, Tom returned to Melbourne, where he took up work 
as a Geotechnical / Civil Engineer. For the next fifteen years, Tom worked on port 
projects along the east coast, and was appointed to work in the newly established 
Geotechnical Control Office in the Hong Kong Government. From there, he worked 
on landslide projects and implementing building standards improvements. 

At the end of this appointment, Tom and Gwenda (now with their two children) 
back to Melbourne so that Tom could take up work as the Geotechnical Manager 
for VicRoads. This position involved working on freeway and bridge designs and 
construction throughout the 1980s, and later involved managing VicRoad’s plant 
and equipment fleet, purchasing and service contracts, and support of VicRoads 
operations. During the privatisation era of the 1990s, the VicRoads fleet was sold 
and AH Plant Hire, a road equipment rental company, which was turned into a 
national operation. 
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Dr Kevin FRANKLIN
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDip’72, BPsych’84

Since graduating from UWA in 1968 with his Bachelor of Arts, 
Kevin went on to complete his Graduate Diploma of Education in 
1972 and a Bachelor of Psychology in 1984 and became a Social 
Studies and Geography teacher. Following his teaching career, 
Kevin happily went to continue further studies and become a 
Clinical Psychologist. 

Kevin remembers his time as a student at UWA well, stating that “My 1960s 
enrolment number [still] comes readily to mind.” With his Bachelors and DipEd 
under his belt, Kevin started his career as a secondary-school teacher. Between 
1968 and 1970 he taught Social Studies and Geography, from 1971 he started 
teaching Biology, Human Biology and Science, and between 1972 and 1982 he was 
working as a Senior Master of Science and Biology. 

After that, Kevin happily left his teaching career behind. Around 1976, he started 
learning and training in psychodrama role theory and practice at the Wasley Centre 
in Mount Lawley. He returned to UWA to complete his Bachelor of Psychology in 
1983, and then in 1984 he enrolled in course work, placements and a research 
PhD at the University of Tasmania (UTas). Kevin completed his Clinical Psychology 
Doctorate in 1988, which was awarded in 1990. 

Kevin went on to complete his Director of Psychodrama certificate in 1996 and his 
Trainer-Educator-Practitioner certificate in 2003. “I discovered (following JL Moreno 
1889-1974) those two sorts of learning; one in psychological research (roletaking) 
and another in psychodrama (roleplaying).”

Initially, Kevin worked as a psychologist for the Commonwealth Employment 
Service; then spent four years as a lecturer in psychology at Edith Cowan University. 
Now registered as a Clinical Psychologist, he has started a private practice 
(1996), where he also provides training for mature-age students in counselling, in 
collaboration with the Australian Institute of Professional Counsellors (1997-2010). 
During this time, Kevin has been an Executive Member of the Australia Aotearoa New 
Zealand Psychodrama Association Inc. for eight years; four years as Secretary and 
then a member of the Board of Examiners and Thesis Registrar for another seven 
years. These days, Kevin is “in semi-retirement and working on his ‘third career.’
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Chancellor of UWA, The Honorable 
Robert Shenton FRENCH AC
Bachelor of Science 1968, LLB'71, LLD'11

Robert French was appointed Chief Justice of the High Court of 
Australia on 1 September 2008 and retired from that office on 
29 January 2017. 

Robert (Bob) French is a graduate of The University of Western 
Australia in science and law. He was appointed a Judge of the 

Federal Court of Australia in November 1986, an office he held until his appointment 
as Chief Justice on 1 September 2008. From 1994 to 1998 he was the President of 
the National Native Title Tribunal. 

Following his retirement as Chief Justice, Mr French was appointed as a Non-
Permanent Justice of the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal in May 2017 and 
in January 2018 as an International Judge of the Singapore International 
Commercial Court. 

He is an Adjunct Professor at the Law School at The University of Western Australia, 
a Distinguished Honorary Professor at the Australian National University and an 
Adjunct Professor at Monash University Law School. He was elected as Chancellor of 
The University of Western Australia in December 2017. 

Emeritus Professor Patrick GARNETT
BSc (Hons)’67, Diploma of Education 1968, PhD’72, BEd’76, MA 
(Maryland), HonDEd (ECU) FRACI, CChem, CompIEAust MACE

Patrick enjoyed an extended period of time as a student at UWA. 
After graduating with his Honours degree in 1967 he stayed on 
to complete a Diploma of Education, followed by a Bachelor of 
Education in 1976. 

Patrick’s life as a student at UWA was an enjoyable mix of 
study alongside his involvement in the University Cricket 

Club (UCC) and playing Squash. Aside from his year as a Fulbright Scholar at the 
University of Maryland, US in 1980 most of Patrick’s career has been at Edith Cowan 
University where his teaching and research activities have focused on Chemistry 
and Science Education. He was appointed as Professor at ECU in 1991. 

A particular highlight from this time was his publication of the Foundations of 
Chemistry textbook, which was widely used in senior secondary schools in Western 
Australia for over twenty years. Patrick was also involved in the publication of 
several other Chemistry texts. During this time, Patrick held numerous senior 
administrative positions at the University, which culminated in his appointment 
as Deputy Vice-Chancellor. 
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Patrick has participated in a variety of professional activities, including his 
Fellowship with the Royal Australian Chemical Institute (FRACI), the Western 
Australian Board of Secondary Education and the Secondary Education Authority, 
the Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science and 
the Science Teachers’ Association of Western Australia. Since his retirement in 
2008, Patrick has been engaged in numerous consultancies in universities and 
other institutions and as Chair of the Western Australian School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority Board, the Edith Cowan College Board and the Advisory Board 
of the Curtin Monash Accident Research Centre. Patrick and his wife, Pam (who is a 
1969 UWA graduate in Chemistry) have been married for nearly 48 years and have 
three daughters - Sally, Megan and Katie – and three young grandsons. They remain 
active, with part-time work commitments, regular visits to southwest WA (where 
all their daughters and grandsons live), playing Bridge, working out at the Gym 
and travelling.

Mr Murray GATTI
GradDipEd’77, Bachelor of Arts 1968, BEd’78

Since graduating from UWA, Murray has continued working for 
the WA Education Department, teaching primary, secondary 
and tertiary levels of education. Murray has been married to 
his wife, Sophia for over 50 years and is the very proud father of 
four and grandfather of six. Now in his retirement, Murray enjoys 
cooking, walking, playing bridge, genealogy and volunteering 
for St Vincent De Paul.

Between 1971 and 1987, Murray worked for the Education Department’s Planning 
Branch and subsequently the position of Superintendent of Education in the Albany 
District. He thoroughly enjoyed the diverse range of challenges presented to him 
during his time with the Education Department. In August 1996, Murray retired 
and, amongst many things, enjoys geology. In 1999, Murray and Sophia published 
“A Family Called Gatti: Tracing the lives of Luigi and Celestina and their descendants 
in Australia.” 
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Mrs Michelle GORE
BA’67, Diploma of Education 1968, BEd’71

After Michelle Gore (née Ladner) graduated from UWA in 1968, 
she led a career in teaching and education. Michelle is married 
and has three children, all of whom are university graduates. 
Now retired for approximately seven years, Michelle is enjoying 
travelling. She is a passionate gardener and keeps busy 
catching up with her seven grandchildren. Michelle can be 
contacted at michellegore@iinet.net.au 

Michelle spent her first year as a Teacher at Kwinana High School, teaching English. 
This was followed by a “compulsory” two years in country service, which Michelle 
spent at Bunbury Senior High School. 

Upon her return to Perth, Michelle joined the Catholic education system and 
taught at De Vialar College in Hilton (now known as Seton College) and then moved 
onto Aquinas College. Michelle occupied the position as Head of Languages and 
Communication at Aquinas for ten years, before she left to take up a position as 
English Consultant for the Catholic Education Office. In later years, she went on 
to become the Coordinator of the Secondary Education Curriculum and Teaching 
Team. These roles gave her the opportunity to visit a wide range of Catholic Schools 
through the state. While the Curriculum framework was being developed, Michelle 
was invited to join the team as Senior Policy Officer. With the completion of the 
Curriculum Framework finalised 1999, Michelle joined the staff of Christ Church 
Grammar School and then moved into Human Resources, while still teaching 
English and Literature classes.

As Director of Staff Development, Michelle was responsible for the review of Staff 
performance and assisted with the implementation of all professional development 
for both the teaching and support staff. Michelle was also a member of the School’s 
Executive. Along the way, Michelle returned to UWA to complete her Bachelor of 
Education and went on to complete her Masters in Educational Administrative 
Degrees. Two of Michelle’s children have completed their degrees at The University 
of Western Australia, in Law and Psychology respectively.
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Mr Christopher GREAVES
Bachelor of Science 1968, DipComp’75

After graduating with his Bachelor of Science in May 1968, 
Christopher spent the next fifty years of his career telling 
computers what to do.

Christopher was introduced to the IBM 1620 at WARCC in May 
1967. During the next fifty years, Chris had side trips through 
language development, compiler training, and delivering 

training throughout Australia, the United Kingdom, France, Singapore, and the 
United States (he “escaped before the Trump Administration”) and Canada. During 
this period, Chris visited the Telegraph Creek in British Columbia five times, and 
drove several times around every state in the mainland USA.

Now, in his retirement, Chris is studying the Transilean System of the Île de France 
and its associated Navigo card, and the thirty bus routes that serve Poissy. In 2017, 
Chris embarked on a 7,000km drive around Newfoundland and this October he 
is returning to retirement, after living in downtown Toronto for the past six years. 
He depends a lot on the services of the public library in Bonavista.
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Mrs Cynthia GREGORY
BA 1967, Diploma of Education 1968, Teachers’ HC 1969

After graduating from UWA with her Bachelor of Arts in 1967, 
Cynthia stayed on to complete her Diploma of Education in 1968. 
In the forty plus years of her teaching career, Cynthia has tried 
to the best of her ability – sometimes under what would now 
be classed as extremely sub-standard housing and teaching 
conditions – to instill in her students a love for learning, a well-
rounded education and a belief in their abilities and self-worth. 

In this way she has contributed to the lives of many thousands of secondary students 
from Applecross to Wongan Hills. She continues to Seek Wisdom and hopes that she 
has made a difference during her “DASH.”

Cynthia Gregory (née MACHIN) feels privileged to be a UWA graduate. Receiving 
a university education in Western Australia during the 1960’s was the exception, 
rather than the rule. She was the only girl amongst her cohort at Bridgetown 
Junior High School to have this opportunity and still remembers, with awe, the 
experience of stepping onto UWA campus for the first time. She had not seen it 
previously, didn’t know a single person and had no idea where to go or what to do! 
Luckily, she made many enduring friends during the course of her studies and had 
some inspiring mentors, like Professor Berndt (Anthropology), Professor Webb and 
Andrew Frazer in the newly established Geography Department. 

During her final year, Cynthia won the Geography Prize of $100 that was sponsored 
by the Tourist Development Authority. “This was a huge windfall after existing on 
a Teacher’s Bursary of approximately $11 per week and this money enabled me to 
purchase a state of the art stereogram with a fashionable teak cabinet. Wow!”

These days, Cynthia and her husband, Grant, enjoy watching their three sons and 
their wives progress in their careers and marvel at the growth and development of 
their seven, much loved, grandchildren. They keep them young at heart! Cynthia is 
living a very active community life, enjoys yoga and hydrotherapy, loves working in 
her garden and catches up with family and friends on a regular basis.
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Ms Gaye HARVEY
Bachelor of Arts 1968, 
Teachers Certificate (Claremont Teachers College)

Gaye finished her Bachelor of Arts part-time during her first 
year of teaching and graduated from UWA in 1968. “I already 
knew teaching was not what I wanted to do so was looking 
for alternatives. Librarianship seemed likely, so I began a 
TAFE course but that was interrupted when I was transferred 
to Geraldton.” 

After serving her three-year bond, Gaye travelled Europe for almost a year. Upon 
her return to Western Australia, Gaye married and in need of a job she returned to 
teaching. At the same time, she was able to resume her Library Studies. Her two 
sons intervened for a time as she became a stay-at-home Mum. However, “the 
lecturer of an Accounting unit I did at TAFE, to assist with a Treasurer position I 
had undertaken, suggested I wasn’t too old to start a new career – in Accounting.” 
Memories of a Computing unit she studied while she was undertaking her Library 
Studies made Gaye think Information Technology (IT) might be a better option, “so it 
was back to fulltime studies. I thoroughly enjoyed all the IT units and had a job lined 
up to start three days after my final exam.”

That job Gaye had lined up was with the WA Department of Health, whose 
computing unit was based in the UWA Physics building. “While working for Health, a 
position with UWA’s Computing Centre was advertised, so I applied, was accepted 
and began a long career in various computing units at UWA until retiring in 2012.”

Since then, Gaye has become a volunteer at the Art Gallery of Western Australia, 
both as a guide and on the front desk. She is also a committee member for Dying 
with Dignity WA and a community theatre group. “I found it a great pleasure to 
introduce my two grand-daughters to art and theatre in the six years they lived in 
WA before returning to New Zealand. I still manage to feed my passion for travel 
and we try to get away at least twice a year. I look forward to a continuing fruitful 
retirement while my health remains good.”
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Dr Michael HARVEY
BA’67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968, BEd’71, MEd’78, PhD’83

After graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Arts in 1967, 
Michael stayed on to complete his Graduate Diploma of 
Education in 1968. He later went on to complete his Bachelor 
of Education in 1971, Masters of Education in 1978 and his 
PhD in 1983. Since retiring from teaching and Academia 
in 2006, Michael and his wife, Gaye, have been fortunate 
enough to undertake many overseas trips. Michael’s other 
interests include gardening, swimming at Scarborough 
Beach and dancing.

Michael majored in Geography while he was studying his undergraduate degree. 
Upon graduating from UWA in 1968, Michael went on to work as a secondary school 
teacher for six years. During his time at Geraldton SHS, Michael met his wife, Gaye 
Letts (1968 graduate) and in 1970 they were married. They now have two sons.

In 1974, Michael took up an appointment at the Nedlands Secondary Teachers’ 
College, which later became Edith Cowan University. He worked there as an 
Academic for thirty-three years; his teaching areas being Behaviour Management, 
the teaching-learning process, educational policy studies and school leadership. 
Michael’s research interests were based on field studies of beginning Principals, 
Primary School Deputy Principals, Secondary School Team Leaders and leading 
school with under-performing departments. His most professionally stimulating 
project was the delivery of an off-shore M.Ed in School Leadership to students of 
Zhejiang Normal University, China during 2002 – 2006. Throughout this program, 
Michael had to undertake emergency personal and professional learning to 
anticipate cross-cultural differences.
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Dr Felicity HAYNES
BA(Hons)’65, Master of Arts 1968, BEd(Hons)’71, PhD (UIC)’72

Felicity started her study at UWA in 1961 with her Bachelor 
of Arts (Honours), and then stayed on at UWA to complete 
her Master of Arts in 1971 and her Bachelor of Education 
(Honours) in 1971. She has also been active in the Philosophy 
of Education Society of Australia for many years, has received 
awards for teaching, has an international lecture in her honour 
and continues to teach Philosophy in local schools and at 
monthly Thinkfests on her farm.

Felicity Haynes (née Freeth) was born in Katanning, WA in 1943 to Gordon Freeth, 
who was the Federal Member for Forrest for twenty years under the Menzies 
government and who was knighted for his service to Foreign Affairs. Felicity was 
educated at Perth College and when she enrolled at UWA in 1961, it was to major 
in English and French and Philosophy. ‘My father, uncle and brother all obtained 
degrees from UWA so when I entered in 1961 I thought I should follow in my father’s 
footsteps and do Law, for which Philosophy was compulsory.’ Robert Holmes à 
Court, Janet Ranford, Bill Hassell were all in that unit with her. 

During her time as a student at UWA, Felicity joined the Department of Education 
to fund her studies independently. After she transferred into Arts Felicity won the 
R.G. Cameron Prize for the best research in Education, for her thesis on Montefiore 
and the meaning of “true.” Her Masters research focused on Creativity, Insanity and 
Mysticism. At that time, there were approximately 3000 students at UWA and the 
current Administration building was shared by the Registrar’s Office, the Library 
and some Art departments. “The coffee shop in Hackett Hall was the centre for 
interfaculty engagement, and even engineers turned up for a newly fashionable 
cappuccino. It has since been upgraded to become a female toilet.”

After she was refused teaching qualifications by the Claremont Teacher’s College 
due to her marriage to Bruce Thomas Haynes in 1965 Felicity completed a Bachelor 
of Education with Honours. Felicity went on to complete a Fellowship at the 
University of Illinois for four years, where she completed her doctorate thesis on 
Reason and Understanding at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.

Felicity was initially employed as an English lecturer at Meerilinga Teacher’s College, 
West Perth. After having her three children, Felicity and Bruce moved to Chicago, 
where she had the opportunity to study toward her PhD at the University of Illinois, 
at Urbana Champaign. Upon her return to UWA, Felicity started teaching in the 
Department of Education at UWA in 1978. Her interests relate to the words of the 
words of the world, particularly in the form of metaphor and symbol. Felicity has 
published widely in the arts, epistemology, ethics, and philosophy for children, even 
on the enmeshment of the gender binary in our language.
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Felicity has had a very successful career as a teacher and lecturer at the University 
of Western Australia (UWA) and publishing numerous books and articles on arts, 
education, critical thinking, permaculture, ethics and gender equity. Felicity was the 
first female Dean at UWA; elected in 1983 for a period of eight years. 

Then, under the changed administration she was appointed as Dean and Head of 
Department for the Faculty of Education from 1993 – 1998, in the new Education 
Building where she taught Philosophy of Education; which has now been 
discontinued. Felicity has also served on many committees, including as an elected 
member of the Senate, Academic Board, and Academic Council and on many 
University Committees. She has also been an interstate Friend of the Canberra 
Society of Philosophy for the Young (SOPHY) since 1990.

Felicity has now retired to a beautiful, historic 118-acre farm retreat just fifteen 
minutes from Margaret River, which has 50-acres of natural bushland adjoining 
the State Forest, where she has established an orchard and raises pet sheep, 
pigs, geese and an alpaca. Her farm. In 2010 Felicity has established ‘Tingrith 
Meetinghouse’ on her farm. The name, ‘Tingrith’ harkens back to the small fishing 
village in Bedfordshire, where Felicity’s maternal forebears produced Tanqueray 
gin. Her luxurious meetinghouse has a library with almost 4000 books. Felicity 
has established a meetinghouse on her farm at Tingrith, where she encourages 
the community to join her in monthly ‘Thinkfests’ on her farm, to open enquiry 
and enter dialogue about the bigger issues in life – such as ethics, complexity 
theory, perception and language. During these Thinkfests, Felicity promotes the 
permaculture principles of caring for people, caring for the land and avoiding 
waste and extremes. For more information on the wonderful work that Felicity 
is doing at Tingrith Meetinghouse, you are invited to explore her website: 
meetinghouse.tingrith.com.au

In 2013, Felicity was elected to the Shire of Augusta Margaret River; a term that 
only just expired in October 2017. In the fifty years since she graduated from UWA 
with her Master of Arts, Felicity has survived stage-four Cancer, with good surgery 
and a positive attitude to life, is on good terms with her ex-husband, children 
and seven grandchildren and continues to write academic articles. These days, 
her superannuation is equivalent to the net salary she was receiving during her 
time at UWA.
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Emeritus Professor Murray William HILL
Bachelor of Dental Science 1968, MSc, PhD(London), FFOP(RCPA)

Murray undertook Dental studies at UWA with the support of a 
State Government Dental Bursary and graduated in 1968. 

After working as Staff Dentist at Perth Dental Hospital for a 
period of time, Murray was appointed to the teaching staff at 
the UWA Dental School. Early in 1971, he proceeded to the 
UK where he entered a private dental practice in St Albans, 

Herts and took up a part-time Lectureship at the Royal Dental Hospital, University 
of London. He later obtained a Masters of Science and PhD in Experimental Oral 
Pathology from the London Hospital Medical College at the University of London. 

In 1981, Murray was elected to the Mu Chapter of the Dental Honor Society, Omicron 
Kappa Upsilon and in 1997 was admitted to a Fellowship in the Faculty of Oral 
Pathology at the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia. Following a period of 
postdoctoral work at the London Hospital Medical College, he was appointed to 
the Department of Oral Dianosis, Oral Pathology and Radiology at the University 
of Iowa, USA. At the same time, he held a joint appointment in the Dows Institute 
for Dental Research and progressed through the ranks from Assistant Professor 
to Professor. 

Murray was appointed at Professor of Dentistry (Biological Sciences) at UWA in 1988, 
where he served as Head of the Dental School and Dean for the Faculty of Dentistry, 
during which time he established the concept of a multi-institutional centre for 
Dental education. Between 1989 and 1992, he was elected as Deputy Chair and 
then Chair of the Academic Board. He has served on various Boards, including the 
Perth Dental Hospital, the Australian Dental Association (WA), and the Dental Board 
of Western Australia. He served as a scientific reviewer for a number of international 
scientific journals and organisations for over twenty years, and for three years 
served as Editor for Archives of Oral Biology.

Murray concluded his professional career with a stint as Regional Dental Officer 
(Education) in Dental Services for the Health Department of Western Australia, 
during which he provided clinical care to school children and taught Dental Therapy 
students at Curtin University. In retirement, he pursues many and varied interests 
including serving as Radio Officer for the Fremantle Volunteer Sea Rescue and as a 
member of Rotary. “I have been fortunate in being able to travel widely including 
trekking the Camino de Santiago in Spain, the Robert Louis Stephenson Trail in 
France and the King Ludwig Way in Bavaria, and regularly visiting my children who 
reside in Silicon Valley, California.”
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Dr Alexander HOLM
Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) 1968, MSc(Agric)’76, PhD’01

Alexander (Alec) graduated from UWA with his Bachelor of 
Science, majoring in Agriculture, in 1968. Since then, he has 
enjoyed a varied and successful career in natural resource 
management throughout Australia and internationally. In his 
spare time, Alec is also a keen and successful prospector – a 
pastime that gives him further reason to spend time in the 
rangelands that he enjoys so much!

Alec was a cadet with the Department of Agriculture from 1964 until his graduation 
from UWA in 1968. As a cadet, he worked on the Gascoyne Research Station, 
where Roger O’Farrell (the North West Division Advisor for Carnarvon) introduced 
him to Rangeland and awakened his interests in what has become a passion for 
Alec ever since!

Alec’s first posting, with his wife Jennifer, was to the Kimberley Research Station 
near Kununurra; where he worked with the CSIRO for five years, exploring option for 
irrigated agriculture using water from the Ord River. His research with Bernie Kok led 
him into commercial feed-lotting of local Shorthorn Cattle, using sorghum and by-
products from other irrigated crops. 

Three years as Officer in Charge (OIC) of the Derby Office followed KRS, where Alex 
oversaw the Fitzroy Pastoral Research Station. Heroic Rangeland Management 
Studies into Rotational Grazing, Phosphate supplementation and stocking rates 
provided some support for the Department’s hotly contested recommendations for 
protection and better management of Fitzroy River frontage.

From Derby, Alec and his wife, Jenny took their three young daughters (Rowena, 
Jackie and Amanda) with them to northern Nigeria, where Alex was appointed to a 
three-year contract with AACM to improve productivity of grazing land for Fulani and 
other agro-pastoralists. In 1980, Alec and family moved to Carnarvon, where he was 
appointed as Regional Manager of the Arid Pastoral Region for the Department of 
Agriculture. Highlights from their time in Carnarvon include launching the Western 
Australian Rangeland Monitoring System (WARMS) on all WA pastoral leases – a 
system highly regarded throughout Australia. 

For ten years, Alec led a major sheep grazing study, which led to a new 
understanding of effects of range degradation on productivity, numerous 
publications and several degrees, including a PhD awarded to Alec in 2000.

In 2000, Alec resigned from the Department of Agriculture and started his own 
consultancy, Alexander Holm and Associates. His rangeland knowledge and 
experience has proved readily transferable to environmental requirements of 
mining companies and international clients, mainly within the UN, with whom Alec 
worked on projects in Iran, Iraq, Outer Mongolia, Afghanistan and Indonesia.
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Ms Margaret HUNT
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'74

Since graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts majoring in 
French and Italian in 1968, Margaret Hunt (née Grieve) started 
working at the Reid Library before she decided to move to 
Melbourne and start her career teaching languages at Monash 
High School. This was just the start of a well-travelled and varied 
career, primarily teaching English as a Second Language (ESL).

After teaching at Monash High School in Melbourne Margaret decided to return to 
Perth, where she joined the Commonwealth Department of Immigration. This led 
her into a position as Shipboard Education Officer, delivering a program of classes 
in English as a Second Language (ESL) and information about Australia to migrants 
travelling by ship to Australia, mainly from southern Europe. “In between voyages I 
taught ESL in various migrant hostels in Victoria and New South Wales.”

After two years of shipboard life, Margaret transferred into the Sydney Office of 
Immigration. In 1973, she returned to Perth and completed a Diploma of Education 
at UWA while working part-time in ESL with the Adult Migrant Education Service 
(AMES). A year later, she joined the then Commonwealth Department of Education 
and Science as an Education Officer and became involved in supporting overseas 
and indigenous students who were studying at educational institutions in Perth. 
“I decided to return to teaching ESL and rejoined AMES as a lecturer. I subsequently 
became Coordinator of the Community Program, which provided day and evening 
ESL classes in suburbs throughout the metropolitan area.”

During this time, Margaret met and married Michael Hunt, a fellow UWA graduate. 
At this time, the first of Margaret and Michael’s three children was born and they 
relocated to Melbourne for two years, so that Michael could complete a Masters 
in Psychology. 

In 1980, Margaret rejoined AMES as an ESL Lecturer and taught in a variety of areas 
within the organisation. Her students were migrants and refugees from a wide 
variety of countries and backgrounds. Many were suffering from trauma, torture and 
difficulties associated with their relocation. “I was continually inspired by the resolve 
and commitment they made to acquiring the language and adapting to a very 
different way of life.” These were busy years for Margaret, as she balanced family life 
and all the interests and activities her three children were pursuing with her career 
and other commitments. 

Since retiring in 2012, Margaret has been enjoying further language study and 
travelling as much as possible, with Italy as a favourite destination. Her other 
pastimes include reading, walking, painting and of course spending time with our 
four grandchildren. “We are fortunate that two of our children live in Perth and one 
in Broome, which has resulted in visits to the northwest of WA.”
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Mr John JEFFREYS
Bachelor of Engineering 1968

After completing his Bachelor of Engineering at UWA in 1968, 
John went on to have a successful teaching career. John 
lives on a small, rural property, which has been in the family 
since 1954 and has been venue to countless family activities, 
shared with Kerry, his wife of fifty years, their two children and 
four grandchildren. Fifty years on, and John looks back with 
immense satisfaction on a teaching career and the enduring 
relationships formed along the way. 

After completing his Honours Degree in 1964, John joined the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, first in Perth, then Hobart and subsequently in Port Moresby. 
In 1968, he commenced his tertiary and secondary teaching career as a Lecturer 
in Economics at the Administrative College of Papua New Guinea, preparing 
Indigenous Public Servants for self-government and independence. At the 
University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG), he went on to complete a Master’s 
degree in Economic Development.

Upon his return to Perth in 1971, John taught in the UWA Faculty of Economics, 
lecturing and tutoring Economics 100 students, while working towards both a 
degree in Commerce and his Masters by thesis. In 1975, he commenced the first of 
a twenty-eight year career at the Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School, where he 
taught Economics, Accounting, Mathematics and Christian Education. John was 
Deputy Headmaster of school for eighteen years and ran the boarding community 
at the school for eight years, with the help of his wife, Kerry. 

In 1980-81, a Uniting Church appointment took the family back to PNG where 
John was appointed as Headmaster at Wesley High School in Milne Bay Province. 
John’s final visit in 2015 marked the completion of ten placements, as a consultant 
in education and management at Salamo, both with the Wesley High School and 
the church company, Papuan Islands Region Enterprises. These placements were 
supplemented by a deputation and fundraising program, fostering partnership 
relationships between MBP primary schools and women’s groups with supporters 
in the South-West of Western Australia. John has been a lifelong member of the 
Uniting Church, both as a youth leader and lay preacher. These days, he continues 
on the Board Membership of Juniper (Uniting Church Homes), serves on a hospital 
research ethics committee and is Board Chairman of Maiden’s Park Primary School 
in Bunbury.
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Mr Stephen JOHNSON
Bachelor of Arts 1968

After completing his Bachelor of Arts, the story of Stephen 
Johnson’s life and career is best told in his own words: 

“Despite having gained a Bachelor of Farts (with Honours in 
English) at The University of Western Australia – I loathe the 
expression UWA – I have yet to ask anyone, “Will there be 
fries with that?” I did, however, work in a Salmon processing 
factory in Scotland – a gutting experience (Yoick, Yoick). 

I became a journalist and my writing career peaked sadly after that.

Firstly, having fought the good fight with Lionel Rose and Alan Rudkin at their world 
title in Melbourne, I was sent to cover the Johnny Famechon vs Fighting Harada II 
duel in Sydney. Having no idea of the technicalities within the ring, I took on the 
task of writing about the mob’s behavior, and that year shared WA Newspapers best 
sports writing achievement. Ha!

Moving to Sydney for WA Newspapers in 1969, my wildest dream came true. When 
the columnist, Kirwan Ward went on leave, I was invited to contribute my weekly 
‘Sydneysider’ back page alongside the international cartoon genius, Paul Rigby.

After that, it was all downhill for me. Moving from one of the world’s dailies, the Perth 
Daily News, to the world’s largest magazine, the Reader’s Digest, the world became 
my oyster. I spent too many hours interviewing New Zealand’s PM, Robert Muldoon, 
in Auckland; many weeks in the Philippines with President Marcos; sharing a duet 
with Madame Imelda – Don’t sit under the Apple Tree – at one of her interminable 
parties; and admiring the charisma of PNG’s Michael Somare as he headed toward 
the ‘top job.’ Then I moved on.

Having survived one’s usual midlife crisis, I became a fund raising manager – 
spearheading campaigns of more than $40,000,000.

But enough about me…

Through no talent of my own, on London and New York stages, I’ve witnessed 
performances by our own Cate Blanchett and Geoffrey Rush, Dames Diana Rigg, 
Judi Dench, Maggie Smith and Glenda Jackson. And Christopher Plummer, Rod 
Stewart, Barbra Streisand, Frank Sinatra, Barbara Cook, Rudolph Nureyev and 
Mikhail Baryshnikov. 

Apart from being jilted, I’ve kept most of my friends here and over in the east. 
Twenty-three friends turned up at my seventieth birthday, which was not bad for 
an old man; whose major ski accident has left him a bitter and twisted old PTSD 
sufferer with no-one to blame but himself. 
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Having witnessed dancing with Princess Diana’s mother and spending a night at 
Windsor Castle, the way to pump myself up for questions and being pestered by 
Starries is to put on a genuine Star Wars hat. Yes, I achieved the ultimate world goal 
– or at least in a universe far, far away. Yes, that’s right. I spent a week playing an 
extra in Star Wars. Check it out if you don’t believe it. I play Palace Guard No.47 in 
The Phantom Menace; the most boring film ever made.” 

Sic transit Gloria mundi.

Professor Robert KAGI
Bachelor of Science 1968, PhD’72, MBA ‘77

After graduating from UWA in 1968 with his Bachelor of Science, 
with Honours in Physical and Organic Chemistry, Robert has 
gone on to enjoy a career in teaching undergraduate courses at 
Curtin University (WAIT). 

As a UWA student, Robert completed his Honours in Physical 
and Organic Chemistry in 1967 and graduated in 1968. The 
School of Chemistry was really humming at the time, with 

hordes of bright students. Robert reflects on this as one of the happiest times in his 
life, even though they were poor and their child had a disability. Synthetic Chemistry 
was so much fun! 

In 1970, Robert started teaching at the Western Australia Institute of Technology 
(WAIT) – which is now Curtin University – and received a contract position there 
in 1971. He never intended on becoming an Academic and studied part-time 
toward his Masters of Business Administration (MBA) from 1972 – 1976, alongside 
an extraordinarily bright first cohort. He found it very stimulating. Unfortunately, 
Robert’s plan to become a business person didn’t eventuate, as his interest in 
Applied Chemistry increased as he continued working as part of a team who tackled 
whatever came through the door. This became a series of substantial research 
centres as WAIT segued to form Curtin University in 1987. 

Robert enjoyed undergraduate teaching and research training for several decades 
and over time his position transformed increasingly into that of a grantsman and 
research manager. In the early 1980s part of their research team was lured away by 
an entrepreneur to set up Analabs Oil and Gas. Robert’s new wife, Birgitta, was hired 
to manage Analabs in 1986. In 1989, , the new management of Analabs decided to 
sell their geochemistry and core analysis division; which a group of us bought and set 
up as Geotech, with Birgitta as Managing Director (MD). Geotech grew into a business 
with half a dozen departments and thirty staff. It was bought by Intertek in 2007, 
which was around the time that Robert decided to retired from Curtin University. 

Robert describes how he has been “quite a success in the breeding stakes, with five 
children and five grandkids so far, and with Birgie’s boy and girl yet to produce.”
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Mr Joseph KALAJZICH
Bachelor of Arts 1968

Joseph (Joe) Kalajzich was one of sixteen Manual Arts teachers 
who entered Claremont Teacher’s College in 1956. Just over 
ten years later, Joe returned to UWA to complete his Bachelor 
of Arts, which he graduated with in 1968. During those early 
years, Joe married his co-staff member Catherine Pustkuchen 
(a graduate of Graylands Teacher’s College). 

At the time Manual Arts trainees completed a two year course in primary teaching 
and with thorough training in the ‘art of teaching’ they completed their preparations 
during one more year at Perth Technical College. 

In 1959, Joe was appointed to John Curtin High School for the first term. Although 
his heart was set on playing League Football for East Fremantle, he decided to 
accept an offer to teach at Manjimup High School for a three year period. During 
that time, Joe captained the Manjimup Imperials and studied externally towards his 
Teacher’s Higher Certificate. Upon his return to Perth, Joe accepted an appointment 
at Armadale Senior High School and was able to play football for East Fremantle! At 
this time, he also started external studies at UWA, leading to the completion of his 
Bachelor of Arts majoring in Geography. 

Joe and Catherine – along with their three children – enjoyed a two year stint at 
Exmouth, where he was appointed as Deputy Principal. He also completed a Post-
Graduate Diploma in Administration around that time. In 1973, Joe’s appointment 
to Kelmscott Senior High School as Senior Master of Social Studies marked the 
beginning of his most productive twenty-two years of service to a school. This 
included his selection to represent Western Australian secondary schools in the 
1987 Japan Foundation Secondary Schools Study Tour and presidency of the 
Geographical Association of Western Australia. 

Then, in 1997, Joe was appointed as Acting Principal of Roleystone District High 
School. Subsequent appointments included Brookton and Dowerin District High 
Schools. Joe retired as Principal of Armadale Senior High School in 2008.
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Dr Grant KEADY
Bachelor of Science 1968, PhD (Cambridge)

Grant Keady’s Bachelor of Science, majoring in Mathematics at UWA and his 
subsequent PhD from Cambridge University – where he was supported by the Hackett 
and Gledden Fellowships – set him up to lead an enjoyable career in mathematics. 

Grant left Cambridge University with a PhD, and with his wife, Pat. Following a 
couple of Postdoctoral Fellowships, he was employed in the Maths Department at 
UWA, where he worked from the 1st January 1974 to the 31st December 2010. 

His role as Carer for Pat saw Grant transition from full-time work to part-time work 
in 2007. Since 2011, Grant has been Adjunct for research and sessional teaching 
at Curtin University. He also returned to UWA in March 2013 for volunteer work 
at the Centre for Water Research (CWR), which he continued until the closure of 
CWR in June 2015. These days, Grant continues to publish research. Alongside his 
research and traditional face-to-face teaching, he is also an “active proponent of 
computer aided assessment for mathematical subjects using systems underpinned 
by computer algebra.” Since Pat’s death in 2018, Grant has increased the time he 
spends on his academic pursuits. “It helps reduced my feelings of loss. There may 
also be time to broaden my interests, amongst other things studying, from home, 
[through Massive Open Online Courses] (MOOC)’s in computer-related topics.”

Dr Karen KEELY
BPsych’67, Graduate Diploma of Education 1968, PhD ‘72

After graduating with her Bachelor of Psychology in 1967, 
Karen stayed on at UWA to complete her Graduate Diploma of 
Education in 1968. Since then, Karen has worked in a number of 
high schools, university communities and in migrant education 
as well. A few years ago, she also did a stint at the UWA Law 
School, where she supported Dean Bill Ford in the faculty 
administration. These days, Karen and her husband Michael 

(also a 1968 UWA graduate) enjoy life on their farm in Manjimup.

As a student at UWA, Karen majored in Psychology and Education, and travelling 
overseas. After settling in Manjimup, Karen developed and ran an interesting project 
for the Dowding Government, which involved bringing together fine wood workers 
to showcase and develop their value adding industry. This included setting up the 
School of Wood at Dwellingup, which operated successfully for over a decade. 

Karen believes she might have set up the first BNB in Manjimup, back in the 1980s, 
and now with her Trewent Cottage and Farmhouse, she continues this engagement 
online through Airbnb. Life on the farm is pretty idyllic. Karen spends her time 
greeting guests, painting clouds, practicing the piano, improving her French and 
trying to learn Japanese. 
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Karen and Michael’s three sons were raised on the farm and have all gone on 
to complete degrees in Education, Law and Fine Arts. In the past few years, 
grandchildren have started to appear and Karen now prefers travel destinations 
like Perth, Melbourne and Hobart over other favoured destinations, like Paris and 
London; because she and Michael gain so much delight from spending time with 
these five little people and their parents.

Michael KEELY
BA’67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968, BEd’72

After graduating with his Bachelor of Arts, Michael stayed on at 
UWA to complete his Graduate Diploma of Education in 1968. 
He has gone on to lead a successful teaching career in Western 
Australia. He is also officially the first man to have been a 
resident at St Catherine’s College for a year, where he and his 
wife, Karen, were resident tutors. These days, Michael and Karen 
are enjoying farm life and run a holiday stay at their original 
farmhouse and cottage.

Michael taught English in various high schools, beginning in Pingelly and Northam, 
before he returned to Perth and Balcatta Senior High School in the early 1970s. After 
he and Karen married in 1970, Michael became the first man to officially stay at St 
Catherine’s College, where he and Karen were resident tutors for a year or so before 
they decided to travel to the UK and Europe for eighteen months, where they spent 
their time camping in a Landrover. 

Soon after returning from Europe, they bought a farm in Manjimup; where Michael 
had been appointed as Head of English at Manjimup Senior High School. At the 
same time, they grew apples and blue gums and raised sheep on their farm, while 
raising their three sons. After sixteen years on the farm, Michael decided to continue 
his involvement with the Teacher’s Union and transferred to John Curtin SHS in 
Fremantle. He then took up the role of President of the State School Teacher’s Union 
of Western Australia (SSTUWA); a position that he held for six years before retiring 
back to the farm approximately ten years ago. 

Michael is currently occupied with tending to his magnificent vegetable garden, 
reading leftie political publications on the net and visiting a shared cottage in 
Normandy whenever possible. He also continues to look after the farm and assists 
Karen in running the holiday stays at their original farmhouse and cottage. 
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Mr George KIKIROS
Bachelor of Engineering 1968

George attended Tuart Hill Senior High School before he 
enrolled at UWA in 1963. In 1964, he was awarded a Cadetship 
with the Public Works Department (PWD). After completing his 
studies at UWA he commenced his career as a Civil Engineer 
at the PWD in September 1967. George’s first posting was to 
Bunbury. In March 1969 he was transferred to Kununurra for 
the Operation and Maintenance of Town Water Supplies in 

the Kimberley District and Maintenance of the Wyndham Jetty. Then George took 
up a position based in Merredin and then Kalgoorlie – to work on the Operation and 
Maintenance of Sewerage Operations, Town and Farmland Water Supplies, and the 
Maintenance and Construction on the Goldfields Pipeline to Kalgoorlie in 1970.

In 1974, George married Christine Booth and in 1975 he took six months long 
service leave so that they could travel around Europe in a motorhome. Upon their 
return to Perth, George was promoted to a position in Perth in May 1976. He took 
up a position of Area Engineer at Merredin for the Operation and Maintenance of 
the Goldfields Pipeline to Kalgoorlie and Town and Farmland Water Supplies and 
Sewerage Operations in the Merredin District in 1980.

In June 1987, following a restructure of the Water Authority (successor to the 
Public Works Department), George and Christine moved back to Perth with their 
two children so that George could take up a position as Supervising Engineer in 
Charge of the State Salinity Programme. He controlled the clearing of trees on 
six catchments in the Southwest, which involved a Compensation Programme 
for farmers prevented from clearing trees on their land and a large Reforestation 
Programme on the Wellington Catchment to mitigate the salinity of water stored in 
the Wellington Dam.

In September 1997, Christine developed an aggressive form of cancer, which led 
George to resign from the Water and Rivers Commission (one of the successors 
of the split between the Water Authority in 1995 into the Commission and 
Water Corporation) in May 2000. Christine and George then travelled frequently 
throughout Australia and Europe. In November 2004, following notice of Christine’s 
remission from the cancer, George commenced a position at the Water Corporation, 
on contract as a Supervising Project Engineer in the Project Management Branch. 
Over the next few years, he supervised major upgrades on the Water Treatment 
Plants at the Wungong and Canning Dams, of the new town supply at Coral Bay. In 
April 2007, George supervised the construction of the new water supply for the town 
of Coral Bay, where George and Christine lived for the next fifteen months. On their 
return to Perth in July 2008, George supervised major pipeline projects associated 
with the transfer of desalinated water to and from the Wungong Dam, along with 

Convocation of UWA Graduates 69



the completion of the Kwinana Water Reclamation Plant and major earthworks at 
Sawyer Valley Service Tanks.

After Christine had another health scare due to a severe, life-threatening infection 
that followed from her developing bone cancer, George resigned from the Water 
Corporation in March 2011. Together, they continued to travel Australia and 
overseas until their last trip in April 2015. By September 2015, Christine had 
developed inoperable brain tumours and passed away in January 2016. George and 
Christine have two grand-daughters and he now spends much of his time either 
visiting them in Melbourne or continuing to travel the world.
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Dr Margaret KRYCH
BA’63, Graduate Diploma of Education 1968

After completing a Bachelor of Arts, Margaret stayed on at UWA 
to graduate with her Diploma of Education in 1968. Shortly 
after, she moved to the United States, where she completed her 
PhD in Theology and spent her career working for the Lutheran 
Church in America. Now retired, Margaret lives with her husband 
in Philadelphia. She sends her apology for the event, as she will 
be in France at the time. “Enjoy the Reunion! 

Margaret A Krych (née Sanders) came to the US in 1970 in order to gain her PhD 
at Princeton Theological Seminary. She joined the national editorial staff of the 
Lutheran Church in 1973, which was the faculty of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia (now the United Lutheran Seminary) in 1977.

In 2008, after thirty-one years, Margaret retired from the seminary, where she had 
been working as the Associate Dean of Graduate Education (directing the Master of 
Sacred Theology, Doctor of Ministry, and Doctor of Philosophy degree programs) 
and as the Charles F. Norton Professor of Christian Education and Theology, in 
which she was teaching courses at first professional and graduate level in Christian 
education and Systematic Theology.

In her retirement years, she is a Professor Emerita of the United Lutheran Seminary 
and has been teaching part-time at the STM/PhD level, while also writing courses for 
the seminary for Augsburg Fortress Press. Her publications include books, articles, 
and Christian education courses. She is an ordained Minister of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and has served on several Boards and national 
committees of the ELCA. Margaret is married to a retired, ordained Lutheran 
minister and lives in a suburb of Philadelphia. Together they have two adult 
children and four grandchildren. 
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Mrs Margaret Joy LANGFORD
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd’84

After completing her Bachelor of Arts in 1968, Margaret returned 
to UWA to complete her Graduate Diploma in Education in 1984. 
She has raised two successful children, within whom she has 
instilled her insatiable thirst for knowledge and awareness of 
pursuing one’s passions through considered decision making. 

During her years as a student at UWA, Margaret Langford (née 
Mitchell, then Birks) studied French, English, Music, Biology, 

and Philosophy and also completed a Diploma of Education. Her four years as 
a UWA student has given her the following qualities: an insatiable love for travel 
and a curiosity about other cultures and languages; a highly developed critical/
analytical frame of mind, which impedes her now unrestricted enjoyment of novels 
and films, as it prompts her to question all that she hears and reads (which drives 
her husband crazy!); an understanding and appreciation of classical music, which 
is a source of endless pleasure; the confidence to embrace new challenges; the 
ability to transcend a somewhat restricted upbringing and an awareness of the 
importance role education has played in this development; bookshelves that groan 
under the weight of all the books she has bought, inspired by her constant quest for 
knowledge; and a sense of the bizarre, which has sustained her through life’s various 
vicissitudes, both major and minor. 

Margaret feels that if she had known that she would spend forty-two years of 
her life in paid employment, she would have given more thought to a career and 
set her sights higher. However, being creatures of the times when very few girls 
were expected to aspire to brilliant careers, Margaret became a Teacher, who 
“endured” four years teaching in secondary schools. She then spent the remainder 
of her career in the TAFE system, which provided her with many opportunities for 
personal and professional development. Still, she knows that she could have led 
a more satisfying professional life and thus made sure to instill in her children the 
importance of making considered decisions about their future. As a result, both her 
children have gone on to lead rewarding and successful careers; one as a Lawyer 
and the other a civil / structural Engineer.
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Mr Graeme Alan LANHAM
Bachelor of Arts 1968

While studying toward a Bachelor of Arts at UWA, Graeme 
majored in Geography and Psychology. Following his 
graduation in 1968, he spent twelve months teaching in the UK 
before he commenced a promotion trail with numerous city and 
country appointments as teacher, then Principal. 

Graeme retired in July 2013, after a forty-three-year career as 
teacher and Principal. Graeme and his wife, Ros have been married for forty-five 
years and have three children (Matthew, Stephen and Joanne), as well as three 
grandchildren. “Ros and I are both fit and well. We have many interests including lots 
of travelling.” Graeme keeps busy and active with tennis and golf, while also working 
as a volunteer Tour Guide on Rottnest Island. He has also authored seventeen travel 
and health e-books, which are available on Amazon Kindle and enjoys an annual 
commitment as Chief Exam Supervisor for the ATAR exams at Hale School. 

Dr Graham LEADER
BA’67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968, BEd’71, MEd’78, PhD’83

After completing his Graduate Diploma in Education at UWA in 
1968, Graham went on to lead a successful career as a Teacher 
with the Western Australian Education Department and more 
recently as a university lecturer. Graham has been married to 
Merlyn for forty-eight years, and together they have two children 
and five grandchildren. 

After graduation, Graham spent a year teaching at John Forrest Senior High 
School. This was followed by two years National Service, the first year of which 
involved training, and the second year was at Port Moresby, where he worked as an 
Education Instructor in the Pacific Islands Regiment. 

Upon his return to Western Australia, Graham continued his teaching career with 
the Western Australian Education Department, with placements in various schools 
in Perth and Geraldton. The last full-time position he held before his retirement in 
2006 was as Head of Department for Society and Environment. He then took up 
work as a casual lecturer at Edith Cowan University, followed by a part-time position 
as the Moderator for Society and Environment with the Curriculum Council. Graham 
also held a casual lecturing position at UWA during this time. 

Then, from 2009, Graham started working as the Principle Consultant for Geography 
with the School Curriculum and Standards Authority, before he retired from all 
positions in 2013.
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The Revd. Victor Graham MABURY OAM CitWA
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'69

“I’m grateful for my years at UWA, for five enriching years in 
secondary education, and for great creative opportunities in 
music, film, television and radio at the ABC.” Graham is thankful 
for the support he has received over the years and says, “My life 
has been blessed – most significantly by my wife Merle, our twin 
sons, their wives and our seven grandchildren.”

In 1974, Graham became the Musical Director for Jesus People 
Inc. (now Mission Australia) for their production of the musical “Come Together,” 
which was held over five nights at Perth Concert Hall. “I became musical director 
before I realised what a leap of faith they’d taken. Over twenty thousand people, 
however, would eventually attend a production – amazing when all but two or 
three of a large cast were, like me, unknown.” The proceeds from this production 
enabled Jesus People Inc. to begin working with homeless young people; another 
leap of faith into pioneering rehabilitation courses. Between 1976 and 1991, Graham 
presented “The Critical Decade” seminar to several thousand secondary students, 
mostly at the Octagon Theatre. This seminar aimed to raise awareness and 
preventative action. 

In 1981, another leap of faith was made, into presenting Nightline on 6PR radio, 
using commercial talk radio to create a reinforce community. Lifeline WA (originally 
the Living Stone Foundation) grew out of this and Graham became its inaugural 
Chair. From here on, Christmas and Blanket appeals became the State Charity Links 
Appeal and synergies with other community service agencies developed. 

Graham joined the inaugural Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee and was 
Chairman of the State Coordinating Committee for International Youth Year. 
He retired from commercial media – an industry where “you’re an optimist if you 
bring your lunch, and no one buys weekly bus tickets” – after thirty-three years. 
He retired in a manner and time of his choosing, which as he says, would have been 
“impossible without the selfless, financial and practical support of Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church, of which I’ve been a Pastor since 1982.” Graham also serves on 
several ethics committees and as Patron and Vice-Patron of many organisations. 
“I believe the many awards generously given to recognise community service 
actually belong to those who worked selflessly away from the public gaze. They 
include, the Medal of the Order of Australia, the Federation Medal, Advance Australia 
Award, the Rona Oakley Award, and Western Australian Volunteer of the Year and 
Senior Australian of the Year WA.” 
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Dr Dan McCARTHY
BE ‘68, PhD(Dublin)’70

When Dan McCarthy graduated from UWA with his Bachelor of 
Engineering in 1968 he started his career in Perth. A year later, 
he was living in Dublin, Ireland and had a long career as a 
Lecturer in the Department of Computer Science. Dan married 
Breideen Mc Alinney in 1975 and together they happily reared 
two sons and one daughter, who are now all rearing their 
own families. Alas, Breideen passed away in 2008. Dan can be 
contacted at mccarthy@cs.tcd.ie

After completing his exams in 1967, Dan worked as a Class 1 Engineer with the 
Department of Civil Aviation in Perth. He was awarded with a Gledden Overseas 
Scholarship, which enabled him to embark for Ireland in September 1968 and 
complete his PhD in the Department of Computer Science, Trinity College, 
Dublin. In 1971, Dan was appointed as a junior lecturer in that rapidly expanding 
department of Computer Science.

Initially, Dan’s research interests were computerised symbolic manipulation, 
computer arithmetic, theory of computation, symbolic manipulation, computer 
arithmetic, theory of computation and parallel processing. In 1987, however, Dan 
was asked to examine and analyse and 84-year-old Easter table, which had been 
compiled in Gaul in the early fifth century and, as a consequence, his research 
interests over the ensuing decades were progressively focused more on Medieval 
Easter tables, science, mathematics, chronology and chronicles. Dan has continued 
writing and publishing articles publications on these research interests on these 
topics have continued since his retirement as a Senior Lecturer and Fellow of the 
College in Dublin in 2007. For a list of his publications dating from 1987 to 2017, 
follow this link: https://www.cs.tcd.ie/misc/kronos/index.html
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Ms Lesley McPHERSON
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'73

Lesley studied toward her Bachelor of Arts with Honours in 
French and graduated from UWA in 1968. She later returned to 
complete her Graduate Diploma of Education, which enabled 
her to become a language teacher. “I would have to say that 
my studies at UWA were pivotal in shaping my career path after 
leaving university. I majored in languages, and subsequently 
went on to teach both French and German in WA high schools for 
the next forty-five years!”

Lesley started out as an English Language Assistant in France in two very different 
regions; Normandy and Provence. This was an ideal way for her to improve her 
language skills, and allowed her to discover the wonderful French culture and make 
many great, lifetime friends. Later, she did a year of teaching exchange in northern 
Germany and acquainted herself with another fascinating new language and culture. 

Paris, 1990 was where Lesley met her husband – also a language teacher – at a 
conference. “Since then we have travelled to many new and exciting places together, 
our next destination being Greece in May 2019. We also enjoy singing and making 
music together in our free time. We belong to a choir called Peppermint and have 
lots of fun participating in choral festivals in and around Perth.”

Although she is now officially retired, Lesley continues to teach French to a variety 
of people of all ages, who have also become her friends. “So you see that UWA really 
set me on the road to a long, happy and satisfying career, for which I will always 
be grateful.”

Dr John Arthur MEYER
Bachelor of Arts 1968, MA'69, PhD'73, DipLibStud, LMusA

John’s career has focused on music, and the history of music in 
Western Australia, since he graduated from UWA with a Bachelor 
of Arts in 1968. 

After completing secondary school at Wesley College, John 
went directly to UWA and enrolled in a combined Arts/Music 
degree. After two years’ study, he needed to choose between 
honours in History or Music – and in the end “Frank Callaway 

was more persuasive than Fred Alexander.” John graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
(Hons) in Music in 1968, alongside fellow students Mary-Jane Whitehead (née Jolley), 
Graham Mabury and Justin Overman.

John pursued piano studies independently, with leading concert pianist and teacher, 
Alice Carrard. He proceeded into postgraduate studies, including his Masters and 
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PhD (in 1973 he was the second student to be awarded a PhD in Music from UWA) 
under the supervision of David Tunley and John Hind. He spent part of this time at 
the University of Sheffield in England. He taught for several years at the School of 
Music at UWA, then spent time back in England and at ANU as a Visiting Fellow in 
the Humanities Research Centre. He was the first Australian scholar to be invited to 
contribute to the multi-volume New Oxford History of Music. 

A career change led to a Diploma in Library and Information Studies at WAIT 
(now Curtin University). For nearly twenty-five years, John was a staff member at 
the UWA Library and for much of that time he was in charge of acquisitions and 
budget management. Managing the information resources budget was challenging, 
especially with the increasing subscription costs allied with a declining value in the 
Australian dollar during much of this period. 

An early retirement in 2002 enabled a return to writing about music, particularly 
musical activity in Western Australia. “I had already compiled the history of the 
UWA School of Music (Touches of Sweet Harmony, 1999), then contributed to the 
Historical Encyclopedia of Western Australia, co-authored the chapter on music in 
the centenary history of UWA (Seeking Wisdom), worked with Marcia Harrison on 
her history of the WA Symphony Orchestra, and wrote about Sir Frank Callaway, 
the first Professor of Music at UWA and an internationally respected figure in 
music education.”

John has maintained connections with UWA through his membership with the 
Friends of UWA Music, Friends of the Library and the UWA Historical Society. 
“I am also a life member of the UWA Cricket Club, having occupied a number of 
administrative positions since 1978 and am currently writing a comprehensive 
history of the club. I wrote a book about the 1978 - 1979 Ashes series titled From the 
Outer.” He is also active in community musical organisations, having been President 
of the Richard Wagner Society of WA (2012 – 2016) and is currently a committee 
member of the Royal Schools Music Club. For many years he has also been the 
organist and choir director at the Wembley Uniting Church, as well as an Elder 
and Church Council Secretary and Treasurer. 
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Dr Anthony Philip MILLER
Bachelor of Arts 1968, MA (Cambridge), MA(Honoris causa)(Sydney), 
PhD(Harvard)

When Anthony graduated from UWA in 1968 with a Bachelor of 
Arts with Honours in English, he took up a Hackett Studentship 
to Cambridge University which enabled him to travel widely 
throughout England, France and Italy. Since retiring from the 
University of Sydney, Anthony has made dozens of trips to 
France, travelling region by region and spending a month in 
each (most recently in Basque country, centred on Bayonne.) 

“The seeds of this interest – which runs to French language, literature, history, food 
and wine – were planted [during] my French courses at UWA and have only now 
fully germinated.”

Anthony reflects on his time at Cambridge by saying, “I now think my choice of 
course there was not very suitable. But at least I got to travel widely in England, 
France and Italy.” The most influential event at the time was when his roommate 
took him home to the US for Easter. “There I was electrified by the energy of the 
late-60s America” Subsequently, Anthony was admitted into Harvard University, in 
Boston, Massachusetts – a city that holds “fond feelings” for him - where he “spun 
out” his PhD over the course of five years. Anthony found Boston to be a city that 
holds “fond feelings” for him – partly because it is where he met Maggie Gluek 
(whose name in German means ‘joy’ and ‘luck’) and who has forever since been a 
source of both.

After spending eleven years as a university student – “can anyone beat that?” – 
Anthony returned to teach at UWA for three years. “I was then appointed to Sydney 
University, where I taught for 27 years, ending up as an Associate Professor and 
Chair of the Department of English. My scholarly field was Renaissance Literature 
and its classical filiations.”

Maggie and Anthony now have two children and three grandchildren. Anthony 
describes both of their children as “educationists, as was my father, who must be 
to blame for the family’s inveterate pedagogy.” They live on the edge of the bush, 
in the outskirts of Sydney, where they work in “bushcare” to protect diversity. “We 
have both spent decades practicing Zen Buddhism, hopefully to good effect on 
ourselves and the world.” Anthony is also a Warden of the Anglican parish of Christ 
Church St Laurence in Central Sydney, where he is involved in a restoration project 
on the building, which incorporates work by the great Edmund Blacket. His other 
retirement projects include reading Greek and Latin texts in his library, which 
contains editions from the 16th Century (currently Homer’s Iliad, Book 14), and 
travelling to France. 
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Dr Peter John MURPHY
Bachelor of Science 1968, PhD'74, GradDip(Curtin)’86, 
Masters(Murdoch)’15

After graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Science in 1968, 
Peter has been awarded a PhD in Soil Science from UWA 
and has published nine journal papers. He joined the State 
Government early in 1975 and received a Graduate Diploma 
from Curtin University in 1986. “This was to assist me in my 
transition from a Technical Specialist to a more generalist Policy 
Advisor.” Peter has ‘had the privilege of working directly to 

Premiers Court (both Sir Charles and Richard), Gallop, Carpenter and Barnett; Ministers 
Mensaros, Jones, Parker, Berinson, Taylor, Barnett, Brown and Carpenter.’ He has also 
travelled extensively throughout Western Australia and Asia; particularly in Japan, 
Korea and China. 

Peter quickly progressed through the ranks of the Department of Resources 
Development to become Deputy Director General in 2001. He remained there 
for thirty-two years before retiring in 2006 at the age of 60. He then started 
working in the private sector for a further nine years, where he was an Approvals 
/ Environmental Specialist working specifically on the major expansion of the 
Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline, the establishment of the Roy Hill iron-ore 
project and then with GHD on various consulting assignments. 

Peter completed a Masters by research that drew on the work he did in the 
Government on Pilbara iron-ore developments. This was awarded by Murdoch 
University in 2015. He retired for the final time at the end of 2015, now financially 
secure and well satisfied with his career. 

Peter and Susan (née Ferguson) married in 1970 and had two children (a boy and 
a girl) who have had two children (also a boy and girl) each. “Now we are looking 
forward to being great-grandparents.” They have lived in Hamersley since 1973 and 
have no plans to move. 

Peter is a keen follower of the AFL and supports the West Coast Eagles in particular. 
He played amateur football for 10 years, winning two ‘best and fairest’ awards and 
with stints as Captain and Coach. He retired from football in 1980, at the age of 
34 (as injuries caught up with him). He then took up golf as a game that he could 
play with Susan and they joined the Wanneroo Golf Club, where Peter won the 
Best Handicap of 11. He also enjoys Australian Cricket and is a fan of the Western 
Warriors and Perth Scorchers. These days, Peter’s life is about spending time 
‘travelling, gardening, following sporting interests, being with family (especially their 
grandchildren), managing investments, and reading and socialising with friends.’ 
“Never a dull moment, in fact.”
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Professor Peter NEWMAN AO
Bachelor of Science (Hons) 1968, PhD'73, DipEs&amp;T (Delft)

Since graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Science in 1968, 
Peter has worked in local government as an elected councilor, 
in State Government on the Board of Infrastructure Australia 
and the Prime Minister’s Cities Reference Group. He is currently 
Professor of Sustainability at Curtin University in Perth, Western 
Australia. He has written over twenty books and more than 
340 papers on sustainable cities. Peter received an Australian 

Order of Australia medal in 2014 for his contributions to urban design and sustainable 
transport. He was also awarded WA Scientist of the Year in 2018. 

Peter studied at UWA for nearly nine years, from 1964 to 1972, and then travelled to 
Delft, Netherlands and onto Stanford University. Peter reflects on those nine years 
at UWA with some considerable pleasure. “My parents both went to UWA in the 
1930s and I met Jan there; we have three kids Christy, Renee and Sam, all graduates 
who had great times at Murdoch and Curtin. Universities must continue to provide 
such chances… I was not just studying, that is for sure; I spent a lot of time playing 
cricket and football with university teams including the B-Grade Colts who I 
coached to a premiership 50 years ago this year. What a team! And what incredible 
lessons we learned about the power of working in teams. I also spent a lot of time 
reading theology and making friends with like-minded interests – many of them 
have remained lifetime friends. I also began to learn about politics at the Vietnam 
Moratoriums. What an amazing gift to have grown up at UWA and being given the 
chances I have had.”

After his time overseas, Peter returned to Western Australia and assisted with 
the establishment of Murdoch University in 1974. He has been an Academic ever 
since – with 33 years at Murdoch and now 11 years at Curtin University. “I feel very 
privileged as such a life enables great flexibility in learning and doing things. I keep 
learning and my doing has been as a ratbag activist trying to: save and rebuild a 
railway system in Perth (and in other cities around the world as they found out 
we had succeeded), helping regenerate Fremantle, doing the State Sustainability 
Strategy with Geoff Gallop, and various campaigns with people like The Beeliar 
Group of professors. I found that such policy and political activity helped my 
academic work a lot and I now have 20 books and over 350 papers with lots of 
gongs along the way.” Peter is a coordinating lead author for the IPCC on Transport 
and his latest book is titled Resilient Cities: Overcoming Fossil Fuel Dependence. He is 
also the Editor-in-Chief of Sustainable Earth, a new Nature journal. In recent years, it 
was most pleasing to have been awarded the AO and WA Scientist of the Year. 
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Ms Anne O’HARE
BA’67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968

After graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts in 1968, Anne 
O’Hare remained at UWA to complete her Graduate Diploma in 
1968. Anne married her second husband, Jerry Maher in 1994 
– who she first met on the verandah outside the Reid Library in 
1964. They have recently built a new home in Fremantle and 
now enjoy the usual activities people do in their retirement 
years – travelling, trying to keep fit and healthy and, of course, 

spending time with our family, friends, children and grandchildren. 

Anne grew up on a farm in Quairading around 150km east of Perth. When she 
finished her secondary schooling in Perth she followed her mother and older sister 
into teaching and was bonded to the Education Department. Anne enjoyed her time 
as a student at UWA but feels like she wasted a lot of her time there because she did 
not get involved in campus activities or relish the intellectual stimulation available 
in an Arts degree. “I spent my time in the Ref or the coffee shop dreaming about the 
next date, ball dress or hairdo and dreading the thought of a future teaching career!”

Anne’s first posting was to City Beach High School, then Cyril Jackson Senior High. 
She enjoyed these teaching posts, but after she married in 1970 and had three 
children in quick succession she planned on never returning to a classroom. In 1973, 
financial pressures in her first marriage saw her return to teaching full-time. Her first 
position was Swanbourne Senior High, then she transferred to the TAFE division, 
initially teaching TEE subjects at the Leederville campus. 

A restructure and re-badging in TAFE then led her into teaching a variety of subjects 
relating to business communication. Eventually, Anne became interested in adult 
literacy and involved in the development and delivery of distance adult literacy 
programs for many years. She was involved in these programs until she retired 
in 2016.
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Dr Roger PASSMORE
PhD ‘68

The opportunity to conduct a hydrogeological study project 
at UWA was pivotal in Roger’s career and in the path his life 
progressed along. 

“Long ago, as a young geologist with two years’ experience 
with the Geological Survey of Western Australia I was awarded 
a two-year Fellowship at UWA.” Roger had the opportunity 

to study the fresh/salt water interface in the shall aquifer at Rockingham and, 
more specifically, along the Peron Peninsula. In 1964 he commenced two years 
of fieldwork, followed by evaluation and theses writing. “It was quite a physical 
project” to gather all the required water level and salinity data. “I constructed 
go monitoring bores by hand, to depths of up to 10 metres.” Some of the deeper 
bores were constructed using a drilling rig that he had on loan. A five-day pumping 
test that was conducted at the Safety Bay aquifer in Rockingham – utilising the 
production bore and several monitoring bores – may have been the first ‘controlled’ 
pumping in Western Australia. With his PhD complete in 1967, Roger graduated from 
his PhD alongside the 1968 cohort. 

“Hyrdogeology is a great profession, particularly if one enjoys working in the busy, 
being closely associated with water-bore drillers and making technical assessments 
of water in rocks.” After seven years at the Geological Survey, Roger took up a 
geological position in mineral exploration. After a two-year stint, Roger describes 
how his heart brought him back to groundwater, ‘even though the mineral work was 
educational and absorbing; having included three months on a mountain-top gold 
project in New Guinea and a year at Yackabindie in the Eastern Goldfields.’

Groundwater was in demand in the early 1970s, as it was needed to support the 
expanding mining industry. University colleagues in Adelaide invited Roger to 
become Chief Hydrogeologist’ in their consultancy firm, McPhar Geophysics. They 
wanted Roger to “set up a one-man hydrogeology section in Perth, to complement 
their geophysical section here.” What resulted from this was a three year 
hydrogeological consulting stint with McPhar and a further forty-four years in the 
firm, Rockwater Pty Ltd, that Roger started in 1974.

Job satisfaction was a very important factor in Rogers life, in addition to family 
times, recreational sailing (racing off Fremantle) and walking in remote parts of 
the Kimberley. Gaining results for his clients was a huge “buzz” and ocassionally 
working overseas was a great opportunity to appreciate other cultures. Working 
alongside colleagues who love their jobs and share ownership in the firm was 
another huge plus. 
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The Honorable Robert (Bob) PEARCE
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'72

Since graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Arts in 
1968, and a Graduate Diploma of Education in 1969, Robert 
(Bob) John Pearce has led a career in the Western Australian 
Parliament. Bob and his wife, Barbara have one son, Warren, 
who is a UWA law graduate and CEO of the Association of Mining 
and Exploration Companies. Bob’s main recreation is yachting 
– he sails a Dufour 365 out of Fremantle Sailing Club and 
frequently cruises the Greek islands.

A lifelong interest in languages has led over the years to university-level study in 
Latin (UWA), French, Italian (UNE), Ancient Greek (MacQuarie) and Modern Greek 
(Notre Dame). After a very active involvement with the Guild of Undergraduates, Bob 
left UWA to go to Melbourne in 1969 as President of the National Union of Australian 
University Students, before returning to WA to take up a teaching career, becoming 
Vice-President of the WA Teachers’ Union. As a student, Bob was an active debater 
at The University of Western Australia and went on to become Captain of the WA 
and Australian debating teams. 

In 1977 Bob was elected to the Western Australian Parliament as Labor Member for 
Gosnells, later Member for Armadale. With the election of the Labor Government 
in 1983, he was appointed Minister for Education and variously over the next 10 
years; Minister for Planning, Transport, Environment, Heritage, Parliamentary and 
Electoral Reform, Intergovernmental Relations, Police and Leader of the House in 
the Legislative Assembly. He resigned from Parliament in 1993 and worked as a 
political consultant and commentator until taking on the role of Executive Director 
of the Forest Industries Federation of Western Australia, serving two terms as 
President of the National Association of Forest Industries. 

Since leaving parliament Bob has served on a number of Government bodies in 
the transport and forestry areas, including the Fremantle Port Authority, the Port 
Operations Task Force, the Freight and Logistics Council, the Biosecurity Council, 
the Forest Products Commission and the Forestry Centre for Cooperative Research. 
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Dr James (Jim) PENN
Bachelor of Science 1968, PhD (Murdoch)’88

After graduating from UWA with his Bachelor of Science, Jim 
had a career with the Western Australian Fisheries Department. 
He has remained active with the department in his retirement. 
Jim married Marney, who passed away in 2013. He has three 
daughters, who are all UWA graduates, and three grand-
daughters. Jim recently remarried, to Christine Roper.

Jim enrolled at UWA as a Fisheries and Wildlife cadet and after graduating in 1968 he 
joined the department as a Research Scientist. His early career involved research on 
Abalone stocks in the south of Western Australia and research on the management 
of major prawn fisheries located in Shark Bay and the Exmouth Gulf. 

Jim has published on these and other prawn fisheries in the State, which became 
the subject of his PhD that was awarded by Murdoch University in 1988. That 
year coincided with Roger’s appointment as Chief Scientist / Director of the 
Department’s Research Division and Deputy CEO of the Fisheries Department. 
During this time, his research fields expanded into other major fisheries in 
Western Australia – lobsters, scallops and pearl oysters. These underpin the major 
commercial fisheries in Western Australia, and currently these sustainably produce 
approximately $500 million in revenue for the State. 

Jim’s international activities have included consulting work for FAO in Bangladesh 
and shrimp program reviews for Kuwait. His national activities have included 
developing fisheries sustainability performance management systems and three 
years as Director of the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation – the 
major marine and fisheries research funding body at that time. Jim’s time as a 
Research Director concluded with the design and construction of the new Fisheries 
and Marine Research laboratory at Hillary’s Boat Harbour and the transfer of 140 
research division staff into this new facility. 

Since his retirement in 2006, Jim has stayed with the Department of Fisheries as 
Director Emeritus and been involved in Australian and international consulting 
activities. Some of his projects have involved Western Australian fishing 
companies, the Northern Territory Government, shrimp fishery assessments for the 
Mozambique Government and reviews for the Norwegian Fisheries Institute.
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Mr Graeme PERRYMAN
Bachelor of Commerce 1968

In high school, Graeme thought he would become a 
Pharmaceutical Chemist but after graduating from UWA with 
a Bachelor of Commerce in 1968 he went on to lead a career in 
Commerce. In 1969, Graeme married Sue Somerville. They have 
a son (John) and a daughter (Jennifer), both of whom now have 
a son and daughter each. 

Graeme started school at North Perth Primary School. In 1954 he moved to 
Adelaide with his family, then onto Melbourne and Sydney before returning to Perth 
in May 1960. His closest friends from North Perth PS were at Wesley College by then, 
so he enrolled there to finish his secondary schooling. 

After school, Graeme decided to study Pharmaceutical Chemistry at Perth Technical 
College – until he was awarded a Commonwealth Scholarship, which enabled him 
to study at UWA. The headmaster at Wesley suggested that he ‘get in on the ground 
floor’ and do a Commerce degree, which was due to be introduced in 1962. So, 
Graeme took his advice and enrolled in a Bachelor of Commerce. At the same time, 
he started working for City Mutual Life. “They were good enough to allow me time 
off to do the degree part-time.” He completed his studies in 1967 and graduated 
in 1968. 

In 1969, Graeme was offered a job at Nevada Shirt Company and worked there for 
eighteen months. He then transferred to OL Haines & Co, Chartered Accountants 
for the next eighteen months. After that, he was appointed as General Manager for 
Ardross Estates Pty Ltd, where he stayed for the next 15 years. Graeme then joined 
Amex Corporation Pty Ltd and worked there as the General Manager for the next 
20 years, until he retired in June 2006.

Convocation of UWA Graduates 85



Associate Professor 
Thomas (Tom) RATAJCZAK
Bachelor of Science (Hons) 1968, PhD '72

Tom graduated from UWA with a Bachelor of Science in 1968 
and has led a career as a Medical Scientist. Tom and his 
wife, Laima (a retired science teacher for the WA Education 
Department), have two children, Christopher and Cara. Now 
retired from the age of sixty-nine, Tom is blissfully aware that 
he doesn’t need to write any more grant applications. He and 
Laima very much enjoy travelling. 

In 1972, a time when the prognostic importance of estrogen receptor detection 
in breast cancer was recognised, Tom joined the UWA Department of Obstetrics 
& Gynaecology as Saw Medical Research Fellow and developed an affinity-
based method for isolating the estrogen receptor-heat shock protein 90 (Hsp90) 
complex. Between 1989 – 1990, he underwent molecular biology training at Syntex 
Research, Stanford University and, after returning to Perth in 1991, he joined the 
Department of Endocrinology and Diabetes, St Charles Gardiner Hospital as Senior 
Medical Scientist. 

Simultaneously, as Adjunct Professor, Tom held the position of Laboratory Head at 
the Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research. His research led to the discovery of 
cyclophilin 40 (CyP40), a cyclosporin A-binding immunophilin associated with Hsp90 
in estrogen receptor complexes. CyP40 belongs to a group of tetratricopeptide 
(TPR) motif-containing proteins that bind to and help Hsp90 regulate ligand binding 
by steroid receptors. The differential effects of this protein family bear on all 
physiological processes related to steroid hormone activity including reproduction 
through control over estrogen, androgen and progesterone receptor function 
and glucocorticoid resistance, stress and depression through specific roles in 
glucocorticoid receptor activity. “Through my research contributions I have been 
recognised as a leader, both nationally and internationally in this field. Highlights 
include: 1. Identifying the TPR domains in CyP40 and its partner cochaperone, 
FK506 binding protein 52 (FKBP52); 2. Solving the structure of the CyP40 protein 
(with Malcolm Walkinshaw, Edinburgh University); 3. Providing evidence that FKBP52 
acts with Hsp90 to increase glucocorticoid receptor hormone-binding affinity 
(with David Smith, Mayo Clinic, Arizona); 4. Generating a CyP40 knockout mouse 
(with Didier Picard, University of Geneva) to address its physiological role in the 
mammalian system.

These days, Tom and Laima very much enjoy travelling. Their son, Christopher 
resides in Kuala Lumpur, has three children (9, 12 and 13 years) where he holds a 
senior position with a global subsea engineering company, serving the offshore 
energy industry. Their daughter, Cara, lives in Cowaramup, has two children 
(6 months and 4 years) and is a textile artist.
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Ms Barbara REED
Bachelor of Science 1968, GradDipEd ‘78

70 Years in the life of Barbara Margaret Reed (née Lee)

Barbara was born on the 29th September 1947, as the first born of Dan and 
Norma Lee. “We lived with my grandfather briefly until we rented a second storey 
flat at Mend Street, South Perth. My grandfather was Thomas Lee who had been 
headhunted by the West Australian Government at the time to take up a position 
at Perth Boys School. He later opened a High School at Northam.” Thomas Lee – 
who had his name altered by a deed poll to Thomas Nelson Lee – held a Bachelor 
of Science, a Masters of Science and a Masters of Arts. Barbara never knew 
her grandmother. 

“When I was about four years of age my family moved to 24 Tain Street, Applecross 
and shortly after that I remember my maternal grandmother took me off to Merredin 
while my mother was giving birth to my sister Dianne Elizabeth.” Barbara started 
school in 1952, attending Applecross Primary School. This was “baby boomer” 
time, as many couples had waited until after WW2 to get married and start a family. 
She describes how “Polio was prevalent at the time and everyone had a shot of 
SABIN vaccine.”

When Queen Elizabeth visited in 1953, Barbara walked with her classmates from 
their school to Canning Highway so that they could wave to Her Majesty. She then 
gained a scholarship to attend secondary school, which she enjoyed very much. 
“I was in the top class of sixteen classes. Each class had 40+ students. We had to do 
cookery and sewing before school as we had too many subjects to fit in in the first 
year. We had an Englishman by the name of Edward Styles who later became the 
Director General of Education. In his first year he taught us about 5 subjects. During 
this time, I continued with my two main hobbies, Tennis and RAD Ballet.”

When Barbara completed her Bachelor of Science in Chemistry she travelled to 
Melbourne to work at the PMG Research Laboratories. She then gained a permanent 
position at the Government Chemical Laboratories in Perth, where she worked for 
seven years. “During this time I met my future husband, Peter. We were married in 
1972. In addition to my work and social life I commenced a Diploma of Education 
which was conferred in 1978 after having moved to Melbourne with my husband 
in 1975. Both children were born in Melbourne, our son in 1976 and our daughter 
in 1978.”

With her Diploma of Education complete, Barbara’s first teaching position was 
at Cleland High School in Dandenong, Victoria. After that, she travelled with her 
husband to Lae, Papua New Guinea, where he had been transferred for his work. 
“We lived in P.N.G for two and a half years and I taught at the Lae International 
High School, where I was Head of Year 8 in the first year and Head of Science in my 
second year.” Upon their return to Melbourne in 1986, Barbara took up a position 
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at East Doncaster Secondary College, where she taught various subjects, including 
Maths and Science. 

In 1994 Barbara suffered a stroke. “Recovery was slow but I was able to recover 
to the extent that I could look after myself and I took up lawn bowls which helped 
greatly with my recovery.” She now enjoys lawn bowls and travels with her husband 
as much as they can. Their grandchildren are also a source of great enjoyment. 

Dr Richard ROSSITER
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd’69, M ‘77, PhD’90

After graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts in 1968, 
Richard completed his Graduate Diploma of Education in 1969 
and has led a successful academic career in English Literature. 
He married Miranda Gargett and they had three sons. Richard 
retired in 2007 so that he could focus on writing and publishing 
fiction works. 

Richard taught at Albany High School after he left UWA to start work as a teacher. 
Upon returning to Perth, he worked as Senior Master of English at Kent Street 
High School for one year and then moved to Churchlands CAE (the forerunner to 
Edith Cowan University) where he remained for over thirty years. During that time, 
Richard spent a year doing postgraduate studies at the University of Oregon and 
completed his Masters and PhD at UWA. He has published a range of critical studies 
on Australian literature, most notably on Tim Winton and Seaforth Mackenzie, and 
has supervised numerous postgraduate students. 

In his retirement, Richard has published a collection of short stories a novella and 
new novel due for publication next year, all with UWA Publishing. He is also an 
Honorary Associate Professor at ECU, sits on the Editorial Board of Margaret River 
Press, mentors writers and occasionally judges for writing competitions. He splits 
his time between North Fremantle and a coastal bush cottage in the southwest of 
WA, which features in much of his writing.
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Dr Robin RYAN
Bachelor of Arts 1968, DipMusEd (Sydney Conservatorium)’71, 
MA(Monash)’92, PhD(Monash)’99

When Robin Ann RYAN (née Woodhams) completed her Bachelor 
of Arts at UWA in 1968 she has been driven by her passion for 
music education. “I love teaching piano, having tutored at 
Ivanhoe Boys Grammar School, Melbourne for 11 years, and 
St Hilda’s Anglican Girls School, Mosman Park for four years 
before accepting an honorary research position at the Western 

Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) at Edith Cowan University in 2012. 
Highlights have been delivering papers at Tulane University, New Orleans and Ripon 
College, Oxford. My recent publications connect music to the Australian environment.”

Robin attended Perth Modern School and enrolled at UWA to study music. During 
her time as a student, she met Physics student, Brian Ryan on campus and they 
married in California in 1968. This was after Robin had spent a year teaching at 
Albany Senior High School. While Brian was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University 
of Washington, Seattle, Robin undertook studies in piano performance and 
music history. 

Late in 1969, Brian joined the CSIRO Division of Atmospheric Research in Epping, 
NSW. He then spent a year working at Imperial College, London and later returned to 
Australia to join CSIRO divisions in Melbourne and Perth, where he was instrumental 
in the foundation of the Indian Ocean Climate Initiative (IOCI).

While raising their three children, Luisa, Anthony and John, Robin taught secondary 
music in Sydney and Mebourne. She was also a church musician and researched 
the first Masters thesis on urban Aboriginal music through Monash University, 
Melbourne. This was followed by her PhD on musical engagement with Australian 
plant life. “As research assistant to Professor Margaret Kartomi, I enjoyed composing 
programme notes for Monash University concerts and was specialist adviser on 
Indigenous music to the editors of Currency Companion to Music and Dance in 
Australia (2003), to which I contributed entries. I was an Honorary Research Fellow 
at Macquarie University, Sydney from 2001-2005.”

In 2006, Brian sadly passed away in Perth. Robin relocated to the eastern states in 
2017 and remains attached to WAAPA as an Adjunct Senior Lecturer. She currently 
lives with her husband, Pastor Ossie Cruse MBE AM, in the port of Eden, NSW. “It is a 
beautiful location from which to visit Anthony and his family in Canberra, and Luisa 
and John in Melbourne.”
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Visit of His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia 
1930 – 1974, receiving Doctor of Laws 1968

(Courtesy of the UWA Archives – P2390)
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Dr Jacqueline SCURLOCK OAM
MBBS 1968, BS (WA), FRCP (UK), FRACP, FRCPCH, DCH

Jacqueline Scurlock graduated from UWA with a medical degree 
in 1968 and has since led a fulfilling career as a Paediatrician, 
working for many years at Princess Margaret Hospital, West 
Perth. In 1976, she married Bernard Barnwell and they had 
two sons, Timothy (a Physiotherapist who has been President 
of the WA Physiotherapy Association) and Mark (an Exercise 
Physiologist). They also have three beautiful grandchildren.

Born at Tresillian, Nedlands and educated at Perth College, Mount Lawley, 
Jacqueline went on to enrol in the UWA Medical School in 1962. “I enjoyed the social 
aspects of University life with involvement in the Student Christian Movement. 
In January 1967 I spent a month in the Southern Highlands of New Guinea with 
NUAS.” These days, Jacqueline is an active member of St Hilda’s Anglican Church, 
North Perth.

Jacqueline’s first year as a Resident was at Royal Perth Hospital (RPH). “Then a year 
at Princess Margaret Hospital (PMH) decided me that I loved working with children.” 
She spent five months in a locum General Practice in Maylands before travelling 
to the UK, where she treated patients at St Anne’s and later spent a long time in 
private practice. “Four and a half years in the UK was where I did postgraduate 
courses in Paediatrics and general medicine in Brompton. Then in Oxford I was SHO 
at the John Radcliffe and then Paediatric Registrar at the Churchill Hospital. I had 
wonderful mentors in Professor P. Tizard and Doctor B. Bower.”

In 1975, Jacqueline returned to Perth to work as a Registrar and run the Emergency 
Department at PMH and Neonates “with Dr P Pemberton. Dr R Godfrey and Dr P 
Ryan, who supported me during my career.” She was appointed as Visiting Medical 
Officer to PMH in Neonatology and General Paediatrics in 1977 and then entered 
a private paediatric practice with Dr David Formby. “At one stage we had a private 
practice… with four paediatricians working together.”

After the birth of a son in 1979, Jacqueline found that she couldn’t keep up with 
tertiary Neonatal care at PMH and transferred to work as VMO in General Paediatrics 
at PMH until 2009. She is now an Emeritus Consultant at PMH. ”In 2012 I gave up 
night call and Neonatology in private practice. I am now working up to 3 days per 
week with visits to Esperance five times per year.” 

Jacqueline’s interest in babies has continued with a focus on Sudden Unexpected 
Death (SIDS) and her involvement with SIDS and Kids and their reducing the 
risks campaigns. “I set up the Monitoring Clinic at PMH to investigate apparent 
life threatening events and to support parents with a sudden death. I was on the 
National Scientific Advisory Group of SIDS and Kids for a number of years and 
chaired the WA SAC.” She also sat on the Board of Ngala, chairing their Professional 
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Advisory Committee and is a member of the Friends of Ngala Committee. In 2004, 
Jacqueline was awarded an Order of Australia Medal and in 2015 received the Hippo 
Award from the Australian Medical Association (AMA).

Mr Peter Charles SILINGER
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd’74

Peter’s teaching career has taken him to schools in several 
country towns throughout Western Australia. He has been 
retired for several years now. Peter and his wife, Barbara have 
been married for forty-eight years. They have three children 
and seven grandchildren. Barbara and their daughter are 
both UWA graduates. His interests include reading, gardening, 
travelling with Barbara, theatre, spectating at sporting games, 

spending time with their children and grandchildren and catching up with friends and 
former colleagues. 

Peter was born into a pioneering farming family in Goomalling – a town in the 
Wheatbelt region of Western Australia. He attended the local Primary School in 
Goomalling before he was enrolled at Scotch College, where he was a boarder 
from 1959 to 1964. When he was accepted into Claremont Teachers College, 
Peter commenced his Bachelor of Arts at UWA in 1965. “The beautiful physical 
environment of the campus was matched by my invaluable academic and social 
experiences which have contributed greatly to a fulfilled life.”

In his first year, Peter student a unit called Music 10. One of his lecturers was the 
foundation Professor of the Music Department, Sir Frank Callaway. In 1970 Peter 
married Sir Frank Callaway’s daughter, Barbara. 

Peter recalls being a member of a “vibrant Table Tennis Club” as the highlight of his 
“sporting career at UWA.” His experiences included: 
• annual inter-varsity tours;
• organising the 1968 inter-varsity carnival in Perth;
• captaining WA to its inaugural title in 1968;
• being President of the Club for 2 years (1967-68);
• being awarded a Full Blue in 1968; and 
• representing the State in the Australian Championships in 1968

Peter’s main sporting passion after leaving UWA has been cricket. “I have been 
fortunate to have been recognised for my contribution to cricket with Honorary Life 
Memberships, State Volunteer awards and receiving the Australian Sports Medal in 
2000.” He recalls some of his many great experiences, which include: 
• representing the WA Country XI several times, with a highest score of 50 against 

England in 1970;
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• coaching the WA Country XI to its inaugural title at the Australian Country 
Championships in 1998;

• coordinating the first Regional Junior Cricket Program in Bunbury and later the 
South West from 1980-2001;

• being Chair of the WA Country Cricket Board for 12 years 2004-16;
• organising the WA Country Week Cricket centenary celebrations in 2007;
• being a WACA Board Director for 11 years (2007-18); and
• being Chair of the WA Female Cricket Council since 2012.

Since graduating from UWA, Peter has taught at secondary schools throughout 
country WA, including Wundowie District High School (DHS), Narrogin Senior High 
School (SHS), Kojonup DHS (where he was Deputy Principal), Collie SHS (where he 
was Senior Master) and Bunbury SHS (where he was Head of Department between 
1979 and 2004). “My main teaching area was Economics.”

Dr Richard (Ric) Smith AO PSM
BA ‘65, GradDipEd ‘66, Bachelor of Education 1968, DLitt ‘04

Born in Perth, Richard (Ric) Campbell Smith was educated at 
State Schools before he enrolled at The University of Western 
Australia to study a Bachelor of Arts. After graduating in 1965 
he completed his Graduate Diploma in Education in 1966 and 
then studied toward a Bachelor of Education, which he received 
in 1968. With a distinguished career as a Australian Diplomat 
and Visiting Fellow, Ric has received Honorary Doctorates from 

The University of Western Australia and Griffith University. He was made an Officer of 
the Order of Australia in 1998 and was awarded a Public Service Medal in 2003 for his 
service following the first Bali bombing. 

Ric has taught at State Schools, including the Eastern Goldfields and Albany Senior 
High Schools, and at the University of Western Australia. He joined the Department 
of External Affairs in 1969 and served in Australia’s diplomatic missions in India, 
Israel, The Philippines and Hawaii. He was a Deputy Secretary of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade from 1992 to 1994, and Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of Defence in 1994-95. From 1996 to 2000, Ric served as Ambassador 
to China (and Mongolia) and then as Ambassador to Indonesia in 2001-02. He was 
appointed as Secretary of the Department of Defence in 2002, and retired from the 
Australian Public Service in 2006.

Ric is a Visiting Fellow the Lowy Institute and a Visiting Fellow at the Australian 
National University. He was a Distinguished Fellow at the National Technological 
University in Singapore in 2007 and the Australian Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center in Washington DC in 2009. He is currently Chairman of RAND’s Australian 
Advisory Board, a member of UWA Vice Chancellor’s Industry Advisory Board, co-
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chair of the Australian committee of the Council for Security Cooperation in Asia 
and the Pacific (CSCAP) and President of the Lord’s Taverners in the ACT. 

Ric is married to Jan (née Greig), who also a UWA graduate. They have two sons and 
three grandchildren, live in Canberra and visit WA whenever they can.

Professor Graeme SNOOKS
BEc’66, Master in Economics 1968, PhD(ANU)’72

Graeme Donald Snooks graduated from UWA with a Bachelor 
of Economics in 1966 and stayed on to complete his Masters in 
Economics in 1968. Leaving Perth in 1968 to study his PhD at the 
Australian National University, Graeme became an Economics 
and History Lecturer at various Australian universities. Graeme 
has been married to Loma Graham for 47 years. They have 
two sons (one is a lawyer and the other an architect) and 
five grandchildren.

Graeme has lectured at the University of Queensland, Brisbane (1971-1972) and 
Flinders University, Adelaide (1973-1989). In 1989, he was elected foundation 
Coghlan Research Professor in Economics & History at ANU (1989-2010). “One of the 
first appointments I made at ANU was Paul Johnson, currently UWA Vice-Chancellor. 
While retiring from ANU in 2010, I continued as Director of the Institute of Global 
Dynamic Systems. My main scholarly contribution has been to develop a general 
dynamic theory (the “dynamic-strategy” theory) to explain and predict complex 
living systems—both human and non-human. This theory has been employed to 
analyse the fluctuating fortunes of life over the past 4,000 million years (myrs) and 
human society over the past 2 myrs; to analyse contemporary economic problems 
(growth, inflation, financial crisis, climate mitigation); to explore socio-political 
issues (population, democracy, “clash of civilizations”); and to predict societal 
structural change (technological paradigm shifts) in the future. This work has been 
published in 28 books—the latest being Ark of the Sun: the improbable voyage of life 
(2015)—and many articles. Further details can be found in Wiki and Researchgate.”

94 The University of Western Australia



Dr Mescal STEPHENS
Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) 1968,

Upon completion of a Bachelor of Science, majoring in 
Agriculture, Mescal graduated from UWA in 1968 and pursued 
a career in Planning. She later studied at Curtin University and 
received a Graduate Diploma in Administration and studied 
internationally before returning to Curtin University to study 
her PhD, which was achieved in 2014. “My delight in networking 
and the new means that I have relished travel since [I was on] 
student exchange to mid-winter USSR. My first love is biking and 

walking in rural France, with sorties elsewhere in Europe, which inspire, as does the 
Australian bush and gardens great and small.”

As Mescal pursued a career in Planning and a period of research she became 
the recipient of a Rotary Graduate Fellowship, which enabled her to study at the 
Landbouwhogeschool te Wageningen in the Netherlands. She subsequently 
completed a Masters in Regional Planning with Ian McHarg at the University of 
Pennsylvania, followed by socio-technical systems and strategic planning with 
Emery, Trist and Ackoff at the Wharton School of Business. She describes how her 
“life’s work was shaped by these inspirational scholars who advocated participatory 
organisations and anticipated sustainability and multidisciplinarity… I incorporated 
these aims through thought and professional leadership mainly with public 
sector organisations.” 

A rail transport sub-specialty bloomed in her first job with the State Public 
Service, which involved steering policy on the retention and electrification of 
Perth’s suburban railways, which at the time were being threatened with closure. 
Subsequently, Mescal initiated reviews of paratransit and travel concessions, which 
resulted in the current taxi scheme for people living with disabilities and subsidised 
escorts for disabled children travelling from remote areas for specialised education. 

“I was the first senior woman in the transport portfolio and continued to work 
primarily in male dominated sectors.” Western Australia was lagging in equal 
opportunities for women, but Mescal had already developed perseverance and 
initiative during her time at the Methodist Ladies College in South Perth (now 
Penrhos College), and learned the power of women’s collegiality at St Catherine’s 
College. “My achievements have been on the shoulders of giantesses.”

The diverse career that Mescal has led includes founding the Scenario Planning Unit 
at Curtin University and commissioning CSIRO research to ground policy and save 
Perth from severe water restrictions. Other work encompassed includes initiating 
best practice in strategic alliances, organisational development, sustainable urban 
planning and presenting findings locally and internationally. Achieving a PhD from 
Curtin University in 2014 synthesised Mescal’s learning and experiences, and gained 
a Chancellor’s Commendation for Exceptional research. “The book is coming.”
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Associate Professor 
Susan (Susie) Sutherland
Bachelor of Science (Hons) 1968, PhD’83

Susie has written and published many scientific papers, 
presentations and book reviews and has refereed several 
scientific journals. “On the home front, I have two children 
both have attended and graduated from UWA. With 
three grandchildren now living close by I spend my time 
between golf, swimming, singing, and assisting family when 
and where possible.”

Susan (Susie) Sutherland (née Pepper) studied at UWA to complete her Bachelor of 
Science majoring in Biochemistry and Microbiology. Her Honours degree was under 
Professor Neville Stanley. “During my period at UWA, I played inter-varsity hockey 
and was Secretary of Science Union both of which I enjoyed immensely.” 

Susie then worked at UWA in the Department of Microbiology, the Blood Transfusion 
Service and subsequently the Western Australian Department of Agriculture. While 
she was working at the Department of Agriculture, Susie undertook a PhD at the 
Murdoch Veterinary School, which she completed in 1983. “The topic of my PhD was 
closely aligned with the Australian bovine brucellosis eradication program and a 
federal grant supported the work. This led to extensive research in the development 
of vaccines for animal diseases. Further it led to a number of overseas consultancies 
with the International Atomic Energy Agency. These consultancies were generally in 
developing countries focusing on animal research programs in South East Asia.”

In 1992, Susie was selected by the State Government to take part in the Executive 
Development program. This was followed by a secondment to the Department of 
Fisheries in 1995, where Susie project managed the development of a large scale 
aquaculture industry in Lake Argyle. She was also involved in the development of 
a new Fisheries Research facility that saw the department move from Waterman 
to Hillary’s Boat Harbour. “These projects were exciting, stimulating, rewarding 
and fun.”

Susie finally returned to the WA Department of Agriculture to head the 
Biotechnology Program, where she represented the State on National Committees. 
After 35 years, Susie retired in 2010.
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Mr Donald Lak-Po TANG
Bachelor of Engineering 1968

Upon graduating with a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering 
at UWA in 1968, Donald returned to Singapore and married 
Lily, whom he had met while he was studying in Perth. All three 
of Donald’s children have graduated from UWA, receiving 
degrees in Law, Psychology and Architecture. They are now 
living in Hong Kong, Perth and New York respectively. His 
oldest grandson has now graduated in Engineering at UNSW. 

“Thankfully my wife and I are enjoying a fulfilled life together and enjoy travelling 
to see our children and six grandchildren and meeting with old friends and family 
these days.”

Donald’s work for the Singapore Economic Development Board, developing the 
Metal Industries, was busy. After this he joined the Australian company, Clyde 
Industries and Engineering Manager and later took up a position with a large 
German group, KHD Industrial Plants. He was initiated in setting up the Singapore 
Chapter of the American Society of Manufacturing Engineers and became its 
President in 1974. 

In 1983, Donald and his young family migrated to Australia to settle in Perth, after 
fifteen years’ absence. He used his connections in Asia to develop a network 
and consulted in various technology businesses. Donald initiated two start-
up companies as a result. The first was in 1986 and involved a research and 
development facility for conductive polymers at the newly established Bentley 
Technology Park. Unfortunately, the stock market crash of 1987 took its toll on 
the business. The second start-up business Donald established in Perth involved 
internet development. However, this was also short lived, due to the 2000 ‘Tech 
bubble.’ Donald was successful after this, as he developed business plans to obtain 
capital for the Kinetic Suspension system for Motor Vehicles.

In 2008, Donald decided to take a CELTA course that would enable him to teach 
English as a second language. He then moved to China to teach English, while at the 
same time learning to speak Mandarin. He did that for three years and enjoyed the 
ability to speak the language well during his travels throughout China. 
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Dr Allan THOMAS
Bachelor of Engineering 1968, PhD ‘75

After graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Engineering in 
1968, Allan returned to complete his PhD in 1975. Allan is still 
working full-time and lives with his wife, Lisa (PhD Newcastle) 
and his 45-year-old cockatoo on their 1840 National Trust listed 
property in the Hunter Valley. He is actively involved in several 
organisations, including the ALP, Friends of the ABC, Maitland 
Historical Society and the National Trust.

Born in 1945, Allan attended Wandarra, Wembley and West Leederville Primary 
Schools and Tuart Hill High School. In 1963, he was conscripted into the Australian 
Defence Forces, but call-up was deferred until he completed his Bachelor of 
Engineering with Honours in Mechanical Engineering. “I then joined the RAAF 
as an engineering officer and served for 2 1/2 years before returning to UWA to 
become, I believe, either the first or second person to obtain a PhD in mechanical 
engineering from UWA.” 

In 1975, Allan started working as a Research Engineer at M.D. Research in Sydney 
and moved on to work for BHP in their Newcastle Research Laboratory. “For six 
years, from 1978 I worked part time as a consultant to BHP whilst my former wife 
and I lived a semi-alternative existence on a 70-acre property in the Hunter Valley, 
NSW. I built a mud brick house, which is still in perfect condition today, and loved by 
the present owners.”

Allan started an association with a mineral slurry pipeline design company in 
Sydney from 1984 and has been involved in many slurry pipelines, both in Australia 
and overseas, for the past thirty-four years. The longest pipeline was the 304 km 
Century zinc concentrate pipeline in Queensland. “My work has taken me to many 
countries, including U.K., Peru, Chile, France, Iran, PNG, New Zealand, and the 
Solomon Islands. I have presented at conferences in Australia, USA, Poland, Chile, 
Germany, Russia, South Africa, Canada, the Netherlands, and China.” 

The author or co-author of fifty-seven journal and conference papers, Allan also 
serves on the technical committees of the British Hydromechanics Research 
(BHR) Hydrotransport Conferences and the Transport and Sedimentation (T&S) 
Conferences. In 2015, he received an engineering excellence award from the 
Wroclaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences (Poland) and in 2017 he was 
awarded a career excellence award from BHR Hydrotransport.
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Mr Peter THOMPSON
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd’69

After graduating from UWA with a Bachelor of Arts in 1968, 
Peter has worked as a teacher, an actor and is now enjoying his 
retirement in Tasmania. Describing his retirement, Peter says 
“I have a great life here and don’t have a nanosecond of regret 
about leaving Perth. I perform voluntary work for the National 
Trust, I work as an on-air presenter for the local community 
radio station, and I play euphonium and baritone sax in a 

couple of community bands. Add to the mix a couple of delightful British Shorthair 
cats, and life couldn’t be sweeter.”

Peter took up a teaching position at Wesley College (where he had been a student). 
He taught English and Social Studies there for one year before “I found myself in the 
grip of wanderlust and took off for a working holiday in the UK (something of a rite 
of passage in those days). I did some relief teaching for the Inner London Education 
Authority, which experience more or less turned me off teaching for good. I decided 
I wanted to be an actor so, after 12 months, I returned to Perth where I accepted a 
contract with the National Theatre Touring Company and spent the next two years 
performing for school and adult audiences all over the State. At the end of this 
(absolutely exhausting) period, I worked with the main company at the Playhouse 
Theatre for about 18 months.”

Financial security is important though, and with the unemployment rate for 
actors sitting at approximately 90% Peter decided “that the life of a professional 
thespian was not for me.” Fortunately, he had his background in teaching to fall 
back on. In 1976, Peter got a job as a tutor in the General Studies Department of 
the TAFE External Studies College. This was “perfect for someone who had become 
thoroughly disillusioned with classroom teaching. I worked as a tutor for two years, 
and then was transferred to the Education Development Department where I 
spent the rest of my professional life designing and developing print-based and 
audiovisual learning resources for external students.”

Peter retired at the age of 55 and, shortly thereafter, moved to Tasmania which he 
had fallen in love with during several earlier visits as a tourist.
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Mrs Pauline TREMLETT 
BA'67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968, AALIA (ALIA)’74, 
DipAppSci Computing (ECU)’88

After graduating from UWA with her Bachelor of Arts in 1967 and 
her Graduate Diploma in 1968, Pauline Marie-Louise Tremlett 
(née Sargeant) pursued a career as a Teacher-Librarian and has 
maintained a strong connection with UWA through Convocation. 
“Now officially retired, and having recently had a most 
successful operation on my spine, (by a UWA graduate), I intend 

to start work on the Chronicles of Convocation, the first 100 years. But unless the world 
changes remarkably soon, am sure that other things will also keep me entertained and 
possibly keep getting in the way! Thanks to a wonderful “whole” education (not just job 
training) from a great University.” Pauline can be contacted at ptremlet@iinet.net.au

When Pauline’s mother brought her to Australia in February 1959, she already had 
UWA in mind as her goal for the future. “A free University for which I would not need 
a pass in Latin for entry. Great!” Like many other students across the years, when 
Pauline and her mother went to see the campus they left thinking it was impressive. 
“Terrific” she thought. She only had to get through a couple more years of school to 
get there. 

“I loved university and had a wonderful time, having to keep a diary for the first time 
ever to keep up with my social life.” Her first year was a ‘series of parties and coffees, 
debates on how to improve the world; not to mention the French Club, taking part 
in Phedre, Prosh, ushering nightly for East Lynne, Uni Revues, lunch time concerts, 
Undergrad Choral Society and an intervarsity choral jaunt across the Nullarbor!’ 
That was when Pauline discovered, for the first time, that one could fail – “two 
subjects anyway. The miracle was how I passed two!” Her second year at university 
was much more sensible and she discovered that Economic History, Psychology 
(excepting Stats) and Anthropology were absolutely fascinating subjects. “We 
were so lucky to have lecturers and tutors like Arnold Cook, Neville Teede, Maurab 
Taubman, Michael Brimer, Ronald Berndt and Darcy Ryan.”

The sudden death of Pauline’s mother changed her world. Needing to start work, 
she obtained a position as a trainee librarian at the Perth City Council Library. She 
found balancing part-time study and part-time work at the Library to be ‘virtually 
impossible’ though, so she took up an Education Department bursary. This enabled 
her to finish her degree and complete her Diploma of Education. As a result, Pauline 
became a Teacher-Librarian “instead of an Almoner as I had originally intended.” 

Her first regional posting was Northam Senior High School, where she reorganised 
her first school library and was involved with the G&S performances; despite the 
Meckering earthquake bringing down the lights. Then, it was onto John Forrest 
Senior High School, where Pauline opened and set up the first Commonwealth 
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funded School Library Resources Centre in Western Australia. “A Commonwealth 
film team even came and made a film of us. Establishing this model and being 
involved in the design and development of a truly professional service was an 
enjoyable challenge, and I later repeated the process in other schools.”

Some thirty years ago, Pauline injured her back which limited her to working 
part-time. From then on she worked in a variety of part-time occupations, 
including running a project that involved introducing mainly country schools to 
the possibilities of developing key competencies through the use of the internet, 
on behalf of a professional teaching association. “Having been a strong supporter 
of professional associations from the outset of my career I became increasingly 
involved in their organisation and support at both the state and national level….

Since my grandmother was a suffragette, it seems inevitable that I have been 
a member of the Australian Federation of University Women, Soroptimists 
International and served as Vice President of Girl Guides WA and of the National 
Council of Women of Australia. A particularly wonderful consequence of which 
was being invited to tour China as the WA Community Representative by the 
Australia-China Friendship Association.” 

Pauline has maintained her interests in educational standards through her ongoing 
connection with UWA, and she started volunteering her services to Convocation 
for half an hour at a stall on Open Day some thirty years ago. The following week 
she was offered a vacancy on the Standing Committee (now Convocation Council) 
and started organising events for them the following month. “Since then I have 
served on all sub committees, been Deputy Warden and a member of the UWA 
Senate. Perhaps most relevantly to this occasion, I ensured that the 50th Reunions 
became an annual event, since their initial inception by Joan Pope and Bruce James 
in 1985.”

Pauline and her late husband enjoyed cramming as many overseas trips into the 
school holidays as possible. “New Zealand, Russia, Czechoslovakia, France, Austria, 
India, Afghanistan, Peru, Tahiti are all part of wonderful memories. And the arrival 
of our wonderful daughter, Fiona, now a UWA and Murdoch graduate, seemed the 
perfect excuse for an extended caravanning tour of Europe, re-visiting my childhood 
stomping grounds and exploring many others. Thereafter the three of us (+ dog) 
made the most of our beautiful state, caravanning down South in summer and up 
North in winter.”
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Ms Carolyn VANDERPLANK
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd'77

Carolyn completed her Bachelor of Arts with Honours in French 
and graduated from UWA in 1968 and then left for Paris, France 
to study for the next two years between 1968 and 1970. During 
that time “I witnessed the aftermath of the May 1968 student 
uprising and the downfall of General De Gaulle.” Carolyn then 
returned to Perth to lead a teaching career mostly doing what 
she loves most – teaching languages to teenagers. 

When Carolyn returned to Perth in 1970 to start teaching she found that Science 
teachers were in much greater demand than French teachers. Therefore, after a 
memorable year teaching Physics, Chemistry and General Science, she took up a 
position as a language teacher and from that point on was able to spend her career 
teaching languages, including French and also Indonesia during the last twelve 
years of her career. 

Now in her retirement Carolyn enjoys watercolour painting, French Folk Dancing 
(Breton, Basque and Provencal) and learning to play the piano. She also enjoys 
swimming and Pilates for fitness. “Of course, I also have lots of fun with my two 
young grandchildren and many interesting conversations with my adorable 
husband, Adrian, and two delightful daughters, Katie and Claire. What more 
could you want?”
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Mrs Mary-Jane WHITEHEAD
Bachelor of Arts 1968, GradDipEd’70

“After graduating with a Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Music, 
I spent 6 months in 1968 as a Master’s student before realising 
that the big world beckoned irresistibly. Withdrawing from the 
study, I got a casual job teaching, and discovered that I liked it! 
Except for a brief 3 years travelling the world and working in a 
variety of jobs, my working life has been as an educator, mostly 
in government schools and mostly in the area of music.”

Mary-Jane Whitehead has taught all student levels, from pre-primary to year 12. 
At various times she has also lectured in Music Education at UWA, ECU and Curtin 
University. “I have worked both as a regional and state wide music advisor, as a 
curriculum developer and writer, and as a policy consultant. The last ten years of my 
working life were spent managing the Education Department’s instrumental music 
scheme that at that time provided instrumental lessons to over 15,000 students in 
more than 400 schools across the state. (It has since grown in size!).”

During her working life, Mary-Jane has attempted to return to study, to try again 
for a Masters degree, but “real life got in the way again!” She eventually earned 
a Graduate Certificate in Administration from Curtin University during the last 
working  decade. 

Mary-Jane has been active in her professional association with the Australian 
Society for Music Education (ASME), both at the State and National level. Ten years 
on the National Executive included a term as National President. “I was a music 
representative on the National Affiliation of Arts Educators (NAAE) and was deeply 
involved in the development of the National Curriculum in the Arts. I was also the 
founding Chair of the Affiliation of Professional Education Associations (APEA), a 
body that drew together associations across many areas of school education for a 
common purpose.”

After retiring from full-time work, Mary-Jane continued working part-time for 
some years, supervising teaching practice students. “I have followed my mother’s 
advice and taken up the game of bridge, which I have found deeply enjoyable and 
addictive. I am currently the President of Nedlands Bridge Club. I am a commmittee 
member of Dying with Dignity WA, working for legislative change to allow voluntary 
assisted dying in WA. I am also the besotted grandmother of two primary 
age grandchildren!”
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Professor Helen WILDY
BA ‘67, Graduate Diploma (Education) 1968, BEd’71, MEd’91, PhD’99

After graduating from UWA with her Bachelor of Arts in 1967, 
Helen completed her Graduate Diploma in Education in 1968. 
She is now a Professor at UWA and is currently Dean of UWA’s 
Graduate School of Education. She will be retiring at the end 
of 2018, after ten years in this role. Helen can be contacted at 
helen.wildy@uwa.edu.au 

Helen Wildy (née WALKER) has been connected to The University of Western 
Australia since the 1950s. “Our family holidayed in the (then) University Hostel which 
in the 1950s was made available to farming families during the summer. During 
those years we experienced the polio epidemic, enjoyed (?) swimming lessons in the 
Crawley Baths, and the early days of the Perth Festival. We felt the UWA campus was 
ours to explore.” 

After boarding at Perth College for five years, Helen moved into St Catherine’s 
College, while she was studying toward her Bachelor of Arts at UWA, and was Senior 
Student in 1966. She was also a member of the Council Guild of Undergraduates 
and Guild Secretary in 1967.

Helen started teaching Mathematics at Mount Lawley Senior High School and then 
at St Hilda’s. 

Helen has been married to Ian Wildy (a UWA graduate, in Engineering and 
Economics) since 1969 and their children – Dan and Anna – are both two-time 
graduates of UWA as well. “It is no surprise that our grandchildren, Angus and Rosie, 
are well-inducted into the beauties of UWA’s campus and its possibilities for their 
future studies.”
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Dr Robert WILLIAMS
Bachelor of Arts 1968

Robert Williams followed in his father’s footsteps and obtained 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from UWA. Robert subsequently 
obtained a Graduate Diploma in Computing from the Western 
Australian Institute of Technology, a Master of Information 
Systems degree from Curtin University, and Doctor of Philosophy 
in automated essay grading from Curtin University.

Robert Williams’ father, John Williams, completed a Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of 
Science and Doctor of Philosophy at The University of Western Australia. Therefore, 
Robert decided to enroll at UWA to obtain his Bachelor of Arts with a double major 
in mathematics and economics. In his final year at UWA Robert experienced the 
first symptoms of the schizoaffective disorder, a combination of schizophrenia and 
the bi-polar disorder. Since then, Robert has successfully managed the illness with 
various antipsychotic medications, and in spite of the illness, has had a successful 
and fulfilling career. Robert is a keen advocate for the mentally ill, and has helped 
them through his parish church outreach program. He is currently the chairperson 
of the Committee of Management of Catholic Outreach in Perth.

In 1967, Robert joined the Bureau of Census and Statistics in Canberra as a 
computer Programmer-in-Training. He has over 40 years’ experience in the 
Information Systems industry, as a programmer, systems analyst, researcher, 
and university lecturer at Curtin University. Robert’s experience includes systems 
analysis and design, and programming, on a variety of mainframe, mini and 
personal computers, and a variety of operating systems and programming 
languages. He has worked with mathematical, statistical, bridge and road 
engineering, financial and educational systems, including automated essay grading 
systems. He has published articles on system users’ personalities and satisfaction, 
decision support systems, and automated essay grading systems.

Robert is a co-owner of Blue Wren Software Pty Ltd, a software company that 
specialises in automated essay grading systems. The company has successfully 
graded over 10,000 short answer psychology essays for the University of Maryland 
in the USA.

Robert married teacher Therese Pauley, formerly of Wickepin, in 1983, and they 
have a daughter Claire. Claire in turn followed in her father’s footsteps and obtained 
a Bachelor of Environmental Design, and Master of Architecture with distinction at 
UWA. By the time of the reunion Therese and Robert will have three grandchildren.
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Mr Brian WOLFENDEN
Bachelor of Arts 1968

A(nother) Fortunate Life
“In reflecting upon a teaching career of some fifty-four years, ‘fortunate’ becomes 
something of an understatement…The world of teaching and education in general has 
indeed been a fortunate one, because it is all about giving – and being in a position to 
give. You give to your students, your students’ parents, your colleagues, the community 
and your own family.”

Whilst he would not describe himself as quite the ‘poor orphan boy’ of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance, Brian’s first posting to Nyamup Primary School in 
1959 left him feeling alone – “but not lonely” – in an exquisitely beautiful, heavily 
forested South West mill town, just out of Manjimup. Ten years of primary school 
teaching later, Brian and his wife Andrea "retired" to Denmark, “where the trees are 
still critical in my life.” Some forty-four who were involved in teaching English in 
secondary schools followed them there.

Brian was fortunate enough to be involved with some of the development of the 
Unit Curriculum Syllabus, while he was associated with the Education Department 
in Silver City. “I also enjoyed working as the English Consultant for some years 
and was privileged to work as a member of the English Teachers’ Association 
(ETA) council for many years. I regard being awarded Life Membership of the ETA 
as my most treasured professional recognition.” Following this, Brian took an 
exchange year in Ontario, Canada in 1994. “You don’t get more fortunate than that, 
as evidenced by the enduring friendships that have developed with my Canadian 
colleagues, students and neighbours.” 

Other major events in Brian’s life include his twenty-year marriage to Meg, which 
has “produced four great kids. They are all making their mark in different ways 
and I take pride in the fact that their contributions are helping to make the world a 
better place.”

Brian’s second marriage to Andrea is now in its thirty-fifth year and they are 
currently spending their retirement in Denmark, Western Australia. “We consider 
ourselves extremely fortunate to be semi-sufficient on a small property that is only a 
few minutes from the centre of the town. Our time is spent growing much of our own 
food, looking after the chooks and the ducks, bee wrangling, playing tennis, wood 
turning, bush walking and fishing. 

Can it get better than that?

Not in our book.”
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Mr Graham Eric WOOD
Bachelor of Science 1968, GradDipEd'73, MBA'98

In 1967, Graham Wood completed his Honours degree 
in Physical Chemistry at UWA with Dr D.J. Bevan (Senior 
Lecturer in Physical Chemistry) and graduated in 1968. He 
was then awarded a University Research Scholarship, and 
‘found himself very much at a turning point in life.’

Up until that time, decisions had been relatively simple 
for Graham: “get to university, stay in the course and complete it.” However, with his 
Father’s death during his final year of study as a possible influence, Graham decided 
to leave Academia and started working for BP Australia as a Graduate Trainee. “In 
this role I worked in the seaboard fuel receival and distribution centre in Broome, 
then as a company representative in Lake Grace and finally as a Planning Officer in 
the Melbourne head office. “These were all great experiences, however I did not feel 
comfortable about becoming the company man as the internal grooming process 
wanted me to become.” Therefore, after a period of four years with BP, Graham 
commenced studies towards his Graduate Diploma in Education at UWA. This lead 
him into a Science lecturing position in the Department of Technical Education at 
Curtin Institute of Technology (now Curtin University), which had just separated 
from the old Perth Technical College. 

Graham joined what was left of the technical college and relocated to what was 
known then as Mount Lawley Technical College. “It was just very fortunate for 
me that the College needed someone with skills in x-ray analysis, which was the 
core technique used in my final university year.” After years training technicians in 
the wide areas of Applied Analytical Chemistry, including mineral analysis, food 
analysis and environmental analysis, Graham became Senior Lecturer and later 
Head of Department. The completion of an MBA degree at UWA via part-time 
study supported Graham’s new role in the College. Upon his retirement, Graham 
commenced a part-time lecturing position in technical education. “It was in this 
period that the attached photo of myself as a happy teacher was taken – most of my 
UWA Alumni would remember the text that is on the desk.” 

Graham’s studies in Chemistry at UWA have enabled him to spend the bulk of 
his working life in a field that he is passionate about. “As a young person I was 
always curious, experimenting and attempting to build rockets. I remember 
being fascinated by mercury and how it moved and was used in thermometers 
and barometers. This fascination continued into university and all [through] my 
working life.”

Convocation of UWA Graduates 107



Convocation wishes to thank the following for their support for the 2018 50th 
Reunion for UWA Graduates of 1968. We are most grateful for their assistance.

Pro-Environment Balloon Alliance
www.peba.com.au
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