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What is a Convocation?
The general definition of Convocation is a “gathering 
together for a large formal assembly.” At UWA, it refers 
to those members of the university community who 
are eligible to nominate for and to vote in elections for 
members of the Senate and the Council of Convocation, 
attend general meetings (the Ordinary Meetings of 
Convocation) and to review changes to UWA Statutes.

Because Convocation (which primarily comprises 
graduates of UWA) is an integral part of the University, 
UWA differs from many other universities where 
graduates have no formal role in the university.

What are the roles of Convocation?
In the UWA Act and Statutes, Convocation has been 
assigned the following five key roles: 
Representative role 
• To represent the interests and opinions of members 

through effective communication and to present 
such views to the University and the community 
of Western Australia;

Governance role
• To encourage members of Convocation to participate 

in the governance of the University through the 
election of Convocation members to the Senate and 
the review of amendments to University statutes;

Contribution role
• To encourage members to support and contribute 

to the intellectual and cultural prosperity of the 
University community;

Engagement role
• To promote professional and social links between 

members of Convocation by creating and supporting 
opportunities for graduate interaction; and

Promotion role
• To promote the ideals and purpose of the University 

and Convocation to graduates and undergraduates, 
other members of the University and the community 
of Western Australia. 

Connect and Contribute to Celebrate UWA
As a graduate you do not have to ‘join’ Convocation; 
you are automatically part of the Convocation of UWA 
Graduates. However, contributions to assist our activities 
are very welcome.

Full Name:  ____________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________

Suburb:  ________________________ Postcode: ______

Phone:  _______________________________________

Email:  ________________________________________

Name at Graduation (if different):  __________________

Support for Convocation Awards 
(all contributions over $2 are tax deductible)

 Postgraduate Research Travel Awards $ ________

 Sport Scholarships $ ________

 Sports Star of the Year $ ________

 Matilda Awards for Cultural Excellence $ ________

 Prizes for Academic Excellence $ ________

General Support for Convocation Activities 
(all contributions over $2 are tax deductible)

 General Support, student experience $ ________

Become a Contributing Member (GST Inclusive)

 Annual ___ $33.00  3-Year ___ $88.00

 10-Year ___ $275.00 

Please make cheques payable to UWA Convocation.

You may also pay by credit card:

 Visa  Mastercard  American Express

Card Number: _______ /_______ /_______ /_______

Expiry Date: ____ /____

Name on Card: _________________________________

Signature: ________________________ Date: ________

Contributing to Excellence
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Professor Calma is an Aboriginal Elder from the 
Kungarakan (Koong ara kun) tribal group and a 
member of the Iwaidja (Ee wad ja) tribal group whose 
traditional lands are south west of Darwin and on the 
Cobourg Peninsula in the Northern Territory of Australia, 
respectively. He has been involved in Indigenous affairs 
at a local, community, state, national and international 
level and worked in the public sector for over 45 years 
and is currently on a number of boards and committees 
focusing on rural and remote Australia, health, education, 
justice reinvestment, research, leadership, reconciliation 
and economic development.

Professor Calma was the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Social Justice Commissioner at the Australian 
Human Rights Commission from 2004 to 2010. He also 

Guest speaker
Professor Tom Calma AO, Chancellor of the University of 
Canberra and Co-Chair of the Senior Advisory Group of 
the Voice to Government review.
“The Civic University in Australia, Indigenous and 
Community Reconciliation”

Ordinary Meetings
Ordinary Meetings of Convocation are the general 
meetings of The University of Western Australia.

These meetings of Convocation provide the 
opportunity to receive an update on the operations 
of your University and current issues in tertiary 
education from the Vice-Chancellor, the Warden of 
Convocation and the Guild President.

Light refreshments will be served after the meeting.

Autumn Ordinary Meeting of Convocation 2020 Agenda

1. Minutes of the Spring Ordinary Meeting 
held on Friday 20 September 2019

2. Amendments and motion of acceptance of minutes
3. Business arising from the minutes
4. Correspondence
5. Results of Convocation Elections for Warden, Deputy 

Warden, and Members of the Council of Convocation
6. Vice-Chancellor’s report
7. Guild President’s report
8. Warden’s report
9. Convocation Officer’s report
10. Other business
11. Q & A session

The Q&A Panel will take Questions on Notice and from the 
floor. Questions should be brief (<80 words), address one 
topic only and those on notice must be received in writing 
no later than 6 March. Please return questions with your 
RSVP form or email your questions to juanita.perez@uwa.
edu.au. Questions from the floor should be registered with 
the Warden before the meeting.

Agenda papers
Agenda papers will be available at the Ordinary Meeting. 
Copies are available in advance from the Convocation 
website, or on request to the Office of Convocation, by:
Email:  convocation@uwa.edu.au
Phone: (08) 6488 3006
Web:  convocation.uwa.edu.au

RSVP
Please confirm your attendance (for catering purposes) 
or send your apologies by:
Post:  returning the reply slip in the enclosed pre-paid 

envelope; or
Email:  events@uwa.edu.au
Phone: (08) 6488 7241
Web:  online RSVP form 

convocation.uwa.edu.au/events/meetings

served as Race Discrimination Commissioner from 2004 
until 2009 and was a senior diplomat in India and Vietnam 
from 1995 to 2002.  

Abstract
Professor Calma’s talk will discuss the 2019 theme of 
reconciliation: Grounded in Truth: Walk Together with 
Courage, the NAIDOC 2019 theme of Voice.Treaty.Trust., 
the NAIDOC 2020 theme of Always Was, Always Will Be and 
Where To Next in Indigenous affairs.

He will tease out why Voice.Treaty.Trust are important 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
Australian society in general; how far we have come 
in the reconciliation movement; and finish on some 
of the major events to take place in 2020 to celebrate 
the 20 year anniversary since the bridge walks and 
the 250th Anniversary of James Cook’s first voyage to 
Australia and the Pacific in 1770.

Convocation in Action
For The University of Western Australia, Convocation 
refers to all members of the University who are eligible 
to vote in elections for members of the Senate and the 
Council of Convocation.

Convocation’s activities tend to be led by the elected 
Council with the Warden and Deputy Warden. 
Convocation Council is focussed on its statutory roles 
but particularly on its aim to connect and communicate 
with its members and to celebrate their achievements 
after graduation. In this way it can support the 
University and the Vice-Chancellor.

Convocation Celebrates

Convocation Connects

Convocation Communicates


